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Sunday, September 17, 2017
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
INTRODUCTION

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge
that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one
who reforms us again and again.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence is kept for reflection

Source of all life,

we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are
not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect
others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for
what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the
world. Our sins are forgiven, + God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as
God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” #608 ELW

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen

CHOIR ANTHEM Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death, the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as
an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

“Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” *So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, *'*Say
to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. **Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” “But Joseph said to them, “Do not
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? “’Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. “So
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
[ 'Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

‘Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits—

*who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;

‘who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and
mercy;

who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an
eagle’s.

°O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.

"You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.

] °LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in
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steadfast love;

‘you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever.

*You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to
our iniquities.

“For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those
who fear you.

“As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions
from us.

“As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who
fear you, O LORD.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us
and will judge each of us.

‘Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. “Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. “Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. “Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

"Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike.
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ‘Those who observe the day, observe it in
honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. °If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord
of both the dead and the living.

*Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. "'For it is
written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God.” *“So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
Glory to you, O Lord

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

“'Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”” “Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

“““For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. “When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; “and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. “So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.” ’And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. *But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.” “’Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” *But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. **When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. “Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. **Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ *And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. *So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ

SERMON: “How To Forgive”

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Forgive our Sins as We Forgive” #605 ELW

Prayers of Intercession Verses 1,2 & 4

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s

creation.
A brief silence.

Good and gracious God, we pray for the church. Bless the ministries of congregations in
our community (here specific local congregations may be named). Unite us in the
proclamation of your life-giving gospel. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer. :



Creator God, you spoke light into being, you separated the waters, you formed the dry
land. Protect and enliven the creation you so love, and make us willing partners in its
care. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you love all tribes, peoples, and languages. We pray for all who
govern. Give them wise and generous hearts for those they serve. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine Healer, calm the anxiety of those who are wrongly accused, who suffer under
crushing debt, or who are in prison. Reassure those who are lonely, impatient,
brokenhearted, homebound, hospitalized, or ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly; for our guests and visitors, for newcomers to this
community, for those who are certain and those who doubt, and for all who seek you in
this place. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember and give thanks for the faithful of every age who did not live to
themselves but lived to you (especially Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen). Raise us with
them on the last day. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power
of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.

Amen.

Please be seated

OFFERING
Ushers will begin passing the offering plate. Please rise as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Prayer

God of life,

you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will
heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.

Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER



BLESSING

God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the
world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Sound the good news.

Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN: “On Our Way Rejoicing” #537 ELW

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK

Music: Adult Choir & Digital Organ Greeters: Paula Spetz & Lynne Meidlinger
Ushers: 8:30am Winnie Z & Judy Wozney  10:00am Marilyn Andrews
Lectors: 8:30am Judy Seifert 10:00 am George Smith

Hospitality Hosts: Quilters-Marge, Bev, Dorothy, Ellen

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Attendance:  September 10, 2017: 8:30am: 83  10:00am: 29

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA September 18 thru September 24, 2017
Monday 9/18 1:00 pm Double Deck Pinochle
7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 9/19 4:30 pm Council Meeting
Wednesday 9/20 8:00-Noon WIC
8:30 am Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am Stitchers
5:30 pm Choir (dress rehearsal)
7:00 pm Praise Choir
Thursday 9/21 8:00 am ROMEOQOs
9:30 am Bethesda Lutheran Women of ELCA Meeting
12:30 am Funtimers

6:00 pm Bells



THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA (continued)

Friday 9/22 10:00 am Bone Builders
7:00 pm Jamboree!
Sunday 9/24 9:00 am Worship (one service only) communion

10:00 am Annual Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTENDANCE REGISTRY Please sign and pass the attendance registry which you will
find in the pew.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING will be held next Sunday, Sept. 24™ at
10:00am after the one service at 9:00am that day.

SAVE THE DATE: The Jamboree this year will be one performance only, Friday,
September 22, 2017 at 7:00pm

SEPTEMBER COMMUNION will be distributed on the 2" and 4™ Sundays in September.
Lay people will be preaching the 1% and 3" Sundays and Pastor Nathan Lundgren, from Pulpit
Supply, will be serving on Sept. 10 & Sept. 24. We will return to 1% & 3™ Sundays for
communion in October.

SAVE THE DATE — The men’s fishing trip is scheduled for January 22-24. This is a
different week than usual, so make sure you mark your calendars. If you have any questions
please contact Wally Swenson 218-678-2508 or Ron Mehlhop 507-276-0798. There is room
for 26 men.

CRAFTERS will meet Tues., Sept. 26" — not Tues., Sept. 19" at 9:00 am.

LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS Trinity Lutheran Church in Isle Sun, Sept 17" 11 am lunch,
bake sale and 1 pm indoor/outdoor auction. Zion Lutheran Church, Milaca Wed, Sept 27"
5:00-8:00 pm meatball supper & women’s bazaar. See bulletin border for posters on both
events.

PRAYER & CARE Ron & Carol Hass are both home from the Nursing Home and would
welcome visitors any day after 2:00pm.

COUNCIL MEMBERS WANTED Please consider serving on your church council for
the upcoming fiscal year. We will need 4 new council members beginning in Oct and
we'd ask you to consider this opportunity. Please contact any of the current council

members with questions, or to let them know of your interest to serve. Goz/maﬂ[e ou

different so  You can make a difference,




