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Sunday, January 7, 2018
Baptism of Our Lord
Introduction
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit/wind
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting
us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and
peace.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN:

“We Three Kings”
Please Stand on the Last Verse
3. Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, voices raising,
Worshipping God on high.
Refrain

1. We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
Refrain
O star of wonder, star of light,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

4. Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone cold tomb.
Refrain

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.
Refrain

5. Glorious now behold Him arise;
King and God and sacrifice;
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Sounds through the earth and skies.
Refrain

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us
give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
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the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your
promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new
life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and
love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we
may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This
familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their
history. It remains good news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair.
God created and continues to create new life.
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
1
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.
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3

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon
the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of
splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
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the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the
temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king
forevermore.
11
O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit.
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While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there
is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered,
“Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
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altogether there were about twelve of them.
Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Please Stand for the Reading of the Gospel

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11

Glory to you, O Lord
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
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confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ
Please be seated

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Baptized and Set Free”

(Verses 1-4)

#453 ELW

Please stand if able

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will teach all people
to forgive sins, ending violence and ushering in peace throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For the earth and all living things, for favorable weather, for plants and animals, that you
will cause all creation to thrive in the care of good stewards, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
5

For the leaders of national and local governments, agencies, and organizations, for areas
of the world suffering from war (especially), that you will bless all people with plenty, let
us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and suffering, the imprisoned and hungry, the lonely and grieving
(especially), that Christ our great physician will soothe and console all in need, let us
pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For our local community, (for those baptized this day,) and for this congregation, that in
our joys and sorrows we remember that we are God’s beloved children, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith, both distant and near, who have taught us to
believe the good news of Christ, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the
sake of the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
Please be seated

OFFERING
Ushers will begin passing the offering plate. Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Merciful God,

receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions. Through
this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and
mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly
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food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every
day— that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both
now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you always.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN:

“Wade in the Water”

#459 ELW

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! Please come again.
THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Music: Digital Hymnal
Greeters: Barry & Donna Annsell
Ushers: Ron & Joanie Mehlhop
Lectors: Pat Becker
Hospitality Hosts: Chuck & Elsa Carlson, Lee & Barb Forrester
Thank you for your service!
Response to God’s Word Last Week
Attendance:
Sunday, December 31, 2017: 9:00 am 75 .

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda
Monday
1/8
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
Tuesday
1/9
12:00noon
Wednesday
1/10
8:00 am
9:30 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

January 8, - January 14, 2018
Women’s Devotion @ Pat Becker’s
Double Deck Pinochle
AA/Alanon
Pastor Text Study
Women’s Bible Study
Stitchers
Stewardship Meeting
Confirmation
Praise Team

Thursday

ROMEOS
Property Meeting
Funtimers

1/11

8:00 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
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THIS WEEK AT Bethesda (continued)

Friday
Sunday

1/12
1/14

10:00 am
9:00 pm

January 8, - January 14, 2018

Bone Builders
Worship

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ATTENDANCE REGISTRY Please sign and pass the attendance registry which you will
find in the pew. This information is gathered for annual reports to the Synod.
COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Signup sheets are to the left of the serving window by the
kitchen. Please check it out and take your turn. There will always be someone to help you with
making coffee and running the dishwasher.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY The women's Wednesday morning (8am) bible study group just
started a new series and so if you have ever been curious, now is a good time to stop by! We
will listen to a series of lectures from the popular "Genesis to Revelations" course at Luther
Seminary. Working its way through the whole Bible, this series offers a great overview on all
the individual books themselves and the connected themes found throughout the Bible. If you
happen to miss a week, no worries, you can listen to the audio online!
DVD LENDING LIBRARY There is a collection of DVD available to borrow and view at
home at your pleasure. Check the bookshelf next to the janitor closet in the Fellowship Hall.
Might be a good way to “hunker down” this winter. Thank you, George & Patti Smith.
DRIVERS NEEDED We have a parishioner that needs rides into Aitkin, about once a week
starting in February, for doctor appointments. All appointments are on a Thursday at either
10:45am or 11:45am. If you can help, the signup sheet is in the office on the secretary’s desk.
Thank you!
BLESSING BOX The first Sunday of every month we pass the “Blessing Box”. If you feel
blessed, please contribute to the Blessing Box to help others. All donations will go to Local
Benevolence. Last month we brought in $309.69. Thank you! What a Blessing!
WELCA & MALMO AREA LIONS would like to invite you to a “Sweet Heart Dinner” on
Saturday, Feb. 10. Doors open at 4:30pm with dinner served at 5:30pm (we are bringing back
the Dinner that the Church Youth use to do). Cost: $15. Reservations can be called into the
Church Office M-F 11:00-3:00 (320 684-2123). Last day of reservations will be Feb. 4th.
WELCA & MALMO AREA LIONS would like to invite anyone interested in helping make
decorations for the upcoming “Sweet Heart Dinner” to come to the Church on Friday, January
12th at noon.
PIANIST/ORGANIST WANTED The Worship & Music Committee would like to identify a
skilled pianist/organist that could play for special worship services like Easter & Christmas. If
you are interested, or you know someone, please contact any of the members of the committee
or Pastor James and they will follow up.
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