
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP                                                                 

April 19th, 2020 
 

“Church is not a place; it is who we are. Once we realize this, we can be the church 

anywhere.” 
 

We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  

Worship materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, 

please watch the service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s youtube.com 

page, find the link on Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

How glorious it is to hear of Jesus’ resurrection.  

At his death, our hearts cried out and we felt lost. 

But he comes to us and walks with us, even now.  

In the holy word, in the music, in the prayers, he is present with us, no matter 

where we are. 

Open your hearts to the Lord.  

Lord, help us really be ready to receive you into our lives.   

Amen 
 

SONG         “We Know that Christ is Raised”            #449 
 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 

and our despair he turned to blazing joy.  Hallelujah! 
 

We share by water in his saving death. 

Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 

as living members of our Savior Christ.  Hallelujah! 
 

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 

The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 

Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.  Hallelujah! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 

as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 

The universe restored and whole will sing:  Hallelujah! 

 



 

 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen.   

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 

gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us 

give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 



 

 

(Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.) 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 

planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for 

the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us 

from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of 

life. 
 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for 

all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the 

thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Loving God,  

come and speak to our hearts today.  May we, like those on the Emmaus Road, 

find your words burning with hope in our lives.  Strengthen us and give us 

courage for the journey ahead.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE 

 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 
36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 

him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 

other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 

forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for 

you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 

God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 

them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who 

welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 

were added. 



 

 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 

their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you 

were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 

perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like 

that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of 

the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you 

have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so 

that your faith and hope are set on God. 

  22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that 

you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have 

been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 

enduring word of God. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 

 
13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two 

[disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 

them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, 

“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 

looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 

you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 

place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The 

things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 

God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to 

be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one 

to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 

took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 

tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came 



 

 

back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 

alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 

women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 

then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 

he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 

almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 

it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 

within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they 

found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The 

Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of 

the bread. 

 

MESSAGE 

 

SONG   “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”    #451 ELW 
 

We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his death; 

that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand new life. 

And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, 

in the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, 

God has made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; 

in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, 

glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; 

as it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again 

in a song that has no ending. Amen 



 

 

“We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” 

 
 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 

God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 
 

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are 

empowered to tell the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality in 

response to this love. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and 

for all the wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are 

nurtured and protected. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive 

us. Restrain the nations from fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the 

cycles of scarcity and violence. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all 

those who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and 

spirit, especially those we name in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

God of community, we give thanks for our congregations. Give us passion to 

embrace your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us, even as 

we social distance from each other. Teach us how to live more faithfully, trusting in 

your presence no matter where we are. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected 

life. Give us thankful hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to 

the hope of new life with you. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 

into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son 

to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the 

sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious 

resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your 

Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life,  

that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Invitation to Communion: Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 
 

You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. 

Speak the words “The body of Christ, given for you” 

 and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, 

in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 

water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

BLESSING 

In great mercy, God has given us a new birth into a living hope, for it is the risen 

Christ who stands in our midst and says, "Peace be with you!" We go forth to walk 

the path of new life and living hope.  And may the peace of the risen Christ be with 

us! Amen. 

 
 

SONG   “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”         #389 ELW    (vs 1, 3, and 5) 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands  

empty to the sky. Let streets and homes with  

praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, where color,  

scorn, or wealth divide, Christ suffers still, yet  

loves the more, and lives, where even hope has died. 
 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to  

this and every age, till earth and sky and  

ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said.  Go in peace.  Share the good news!  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 

need. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
You can submit your weekly offerings, online, from our Facebook page. 
 

Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/BLCMalmo/   
and click on the donate button below the cover 
photo.  Click and donate online. 
 

Stay Home – Stay Safe – Watch Services online. 
Thank you. 

 

 

VIRTUAL COMMUNION Bishop Tom Aitken has made allowances for churches 

to do virtual communion in their weekly online service. The minister would offer 

the blessing and words of institution, and people could then partake of their own 

bread and wine at home. We will be including a communion blessing in this 

Sunday's worship video. We would also film a short video to explain the idea and 

post that online. 

 

 

I encourage you to listen to some other music that fits in well with the worship 

theme of the day.  If you are able, please look up: 

 

Open the Eyes of My Heart- Paul Baloche 

Christ is Risen Indeed- Matt Boswell 

Street Called Mercy- Hillsong United 

Christ is Risen- The Brilliance 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/BLCMalmo/

