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Bethesda 
Life-Line 

Worship Services* 

 

Bethesda now has a YouTube channel! 

Please check out last week's service 

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpUJ

QAIdOtq2rusQ4pY0wZg ), as well as on 

our Facebook page.  
 

 
Bethesda Mission Statement: 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all 

Upcoming Events 

Weekly bulletins and services available at 

http://blcmalmo.org/ 
 

CANCELLED ACTIVITIES 

October Bazaar –  
 

UPCOMMING DATES 

October 5 & 12th Women's Devotional Bible study  
 

October 25-9:30 in person Worship!  
All MN Department of Health guidelines will be 
followed including, but not limited to: Health 
Screening Assessment upon entry, 6’ physical 

distancing, wear a mask the entire time you are in 
the building, prayers will be whispered from behind 

your mask, no singing, no hand shaking, etc. 
 

October 31- Trunk or Treat 
 

Nov. 1 Daylight Savings time ends 

 
Annual Congregational meeting will be Sunday, 

December 6th at 10:00am after a 9:00am worship 

service.  We’re looking into a Zoom meeting as an 

option if you don’t want to meet in person. 

 

2020 
 

Flu Shot Clinic at Church 
Monday, October 19th, 2020 8:30-10:30am.  Bring 

Insurance Card & Wear a Facemask. 
 

 

Trunk or Treat! 
Get your Boo on! Join us for the 

3rd annual Trunk or Treat at 

Bethesda Lutheran Church of 

Malmo on Saturday, October 

31st, from 3-6 p.m. Since 

Masks are required, make it 

elaborate, scary, and unique! We 

will be outside this year in the parking lot. Looking 

for portable fire pits to borrow (we have one at 

church). So start thinking of ways to decorate your 

trunk or car. We will have a contest for best 

Halloween Trunk and Costume. 

Happy Halloween! 

 

 
 

A new 13 week session of GriefShare will be starting 

on Monday, September 21st at Faith Lutheran 

Church. 6:00-7:30 pm. 

$15 per person Please contact me with any questions 

or to sign up 218-821-4703. 

Masks and social distancing will be required. 

 

SNOWBIRDS Before you leave to head to 

Warmer climates please let Mary in the office.  

Know your forwarding address and the dates you 

Will be gone (Telephone No./e-mail too?) so that we 

may get your newsletters and any other information 

to you.  
 

Check out photo’s on Facebook 

@Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo 
  

http://blcmalmo.org/
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From the Pastor  
 

10 Jesus called the crowd near 
and said to them, “Listen and 
understand. 11 It’s not what goes 
into the mouth that 
contaminates a person in God’s 

sight. It’s what comes out of the mouth that 
contaminates the person.” … 18 But what goes out of 
the mouth comes from the heart. And that’s what 
contaminates a person in God’s sight. 19 Out of the 
heart come evil thoughts, murders, adultery, sexual 
sins, thefts, false testimonies, and insults. 20 These 
contaminate a person in God’s sight…” (Matthew 
15:10–11) 

34 “I give you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must love 
each other. 35 This is how everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, when you love each other.” 
(John 13:34–35) 

Greetings sisters and brothers in Christ! 

Despite a few warm and glorious days near the end 

of September, autumn is most certainly upon us. All 

around us trees display their beautiful fall colors. 

Colors that are with the trees all year long, but only 

revealed now as the chlorophyll fades away. 

Of course, it is also hard to miss other signs of fall. 

And by that, I mean the many literal political 

campaign signs that now dot the landscape wherever 

you go. Even in our world which often feels so 

divided, rarely do we so boldly display our beliefs. 

Not to say that this is necessarily a bad impulse, part 

of the hope in a democracy is that we can freely 

present and debate different beliefs, but I do wonder 

about their true impact, especially when you hear 

about people stealing them from their neighbors’ 

lawns. 

Yet, as people of faith, we also remember what 

Christ calls us to display first and foremost – our love 

for one another. Whatever our politics, whichever 

candidates we support, no matter which issue fires us 

up, Christ intends that through our words and our 

actions we proclaim our love for our neighbor, a 

living sign of the love that God has for all creation. 

That is the tricky part, isn’t it? It’s not just that we 

are called to seem nice and loving in what we do and 

say – that can be challenging enough – but that we 

are called to display a love that demonstrates how 

God loves. Not love limited by our preferences and 

prejudices, not just for family or friends or fellow 

churchgoers, but an ever-expanding, boundless love. 

A patient and forgiving love. A wild and feisty and 

sometimes outright difficult love for even those who 

we see as our enemies. A love that both frees us from 

and holds us accountable for our sins. 

Which, I admit, is kind of hard to pull off on one 

yard sign. I have seen some gigantic ones, but a sign 

to capture the love of God? Kind of tall order. 

However, a few of us around church have discussed 

an idea for a sign we could display in front of church. 

Something that might offer a bit of a reminder during 

this tumultuous time. 

Perhaps you have seen a sign with big heart and the 

silhouette of Minnesota inside it, and the words 

“Your Neighbor” underneath. I know of at least one 

organization in St. Cloud that sells them as a 

fundraiser. We thought we could borrow that 

concept, but with an outline of Mille Lacs inside the 

heart, with those same words: (Love) Your Neighbor. 

A reminder that we are meant to be one community, 

all of us bound together. All of us, first and foremost, 

loved by God. 

Not to limit it just to this one area, by any means. We 

could certainly pop an outline of the planet Earth in 

the middle too. God sets no geographical limits on 

the concept of neighbor. All of that evil that can 

fester in our hearts and spew out our mouths – there 

is no exception, no loophole, and no scapegoat 

allowed by God. All of that anger and selfishness 

contaminates our own bodies and our world, and so 

God works in our lives to teach us another way. 

So just as we delight in the beauty of God’s creation 

this fall, may we also be signs of God’s love for all 

that he has created. And may that show forth even 

more boldly than even the most jam-packed flock of 

yard signs. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor James Muske  
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2020 TREASURER'S REPORT 

General Fund              AUGUST            YTD* 
 Income Actual            $31,578           $229,790  

Income Budgeted       $15,998            $191,975 
 

Expense Actual           $45,178           $224,241  

Expense Budgeted      $15,200           $193,784 
 

Over/(Short)                ($13,600)           $5,549 
 

*Fiscal Year End    
 

Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo 
Minutes of September 21, 2020 Council Meeting 
 

In attendance: In attendance: Judie Birk, Mary Braun, 

Ron Haglund, Cheryl Malotky, Dorothy Mundinger, 

Pastor James Muske, Dennis Hennesey, Sherry 

Whipple, George Smith 
 

The meeting was called to order by council president 

George Smith. 
 

Pastor James gave opening Devotions. 
 

Secretary's Report:   

Motion was made to accept the minutes of the 

August meeting by Mary Braun, seconded by Sherry 

Whipple, and passed. 
 

Treasurer's Report: 

Financial view and current month activity for August 

was presented by Mary Braun. Mary noted that we 

have paid out for all benevolences for the year. See 

report elsewhere in this newsletter. Motion was made 

by Dorothy Mundinger to accept the treasurer’s 

report, seconded by Ron Haglund and passed.  
 

Pastor's Report: (August 17 to September 21, 2020)  

It is hard to believe that summer is finally coming to 

an end, and with fall will likely mean more changes 

than just the leaves, ha. 

My weeks continue to be packed with planning, 

recording, and editing videos for worship. Many 

thanks to the Praise Band for helping provide some 

lovely hymn singing for our services. Also many 

thanks for their leadership with our outdoor worship 

services.   

However, we have probably come to an end with the 

outdoor worship services for the season. While folks 

can stay warm in their cars, it might get a bit chilly 

for those leading worship. So, we will need to think 

this month about if we want to reopen to in-person 

worship, on either a occasional or weekly basis. We 

should probably hold another Task Force meeting. 

Confirmation classes began yesterday. Pastor Kate 

and I are combining our classes again, but the 

schedule is a bit different this year. Classes will meet 

twice per month in person, but with Zoom check-ins 

on the off weeks. Other adjustments are being 

considered. But sermon notes are not easier to 

complete than ever before, due to all our worship 

services being on YouTube! 

The online Synod Assembly went relatively well this 

year. We elected a new bishop, Pastor Amy Odgren. 

Installation date for the bishop-elect is set for 

October 17, 2020 with a start date of November 1, 

2020. 

Still figuring out the details, but I would like to take a 

week off in October to visit my mother in her new 

home in Spearfish, SD. I might try to combine it with 

some continuing education. Covid precautions have 

made continuing ed opportunities difficult to arrange 

too. 
 

Old Business 

Edward Jones meeting — George and Dennis met 

with Mark at Edward Jones. They agreed to keep the 

same setup “Growth & Income” mode, which is a 

relative conservative fund that suits our needs. They 

also updated the signatures on the account. 

Survey results on opening the church —Mary 

emailed the council the result of the survey. Most 

people say that if we open, we need to wear our 

masks, use the Fellowship Hall, follow social 

distancing, leave doors open, limit handouts, space 

chairs in twos. So we will attempt to open for indoor 

service on October 25th with one service at 9:30 a.m. 

Lee Forrester is looking into purchasing an aerosol 

sanitizer for the church. 

New council members needed — please consider! 

Update on TV’s for fellowship hall — New TV’s 

will be purchased for the Fellowship Hall, hopefully 

prior to our service on Oct. 25.   
 

New Business 

Committee Reports for Council - Mary Braun will 

distribute Budget Request forms by the end of Sept. 

to all committee chairpersons. Budget request forms 

are due by Oct. 25th also.  

Aitkin County to use the building for flu shots was 

approved by council. See notice in this newsletter. 

2020 Synod Assembly — A new bishop has been 

elected — Pastor Amy Odgren.  The Synod Online 

Quilt Auction was very successful due to online 

bidding, raising over $7,000. 
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Parsonage Driveway — Council voted earlier this 

month online to have the parsonage driveway paved 

and it passed. The driveway will be paid with the 

pledged funds from the Parsonage Pledges that ended 

in the Spring of 2020. The driveway is in the process 

of being redone. 

Lion’s Club request — Sherry Whipple requested the 

use of our kitchen facility to sponsor a drive-thru 

breakfast the Saturday before or after Veteran’s Day. 

A motion was made to allow the Malmo Lions to use 

our facilities by Mary Braun. Motion was seconded 

by Ron Hauglund and passed. 

Truck or Treat Event — Council agreed to an 

outdoor event only. See announcement elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  

 R.O.M.E.O.S. — Dennis asked if the men’s group 

could start up again. He will call some of the 

members to discuss reopening. 
 

Motion was made to adjourn by Sherry Whipple, 

seconded by Mary Braun, and passed. 
 

The council closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

The next council meeting will be October 19 at 10 

am. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Judie Birk, council 

secretary. 

  

Committee Reports for the 

annual meeting booklet are due 

Sunday, October 25th. Please email 

to jbirk5152@frontier.com or put in 

her in box at church. Your budget 

request worksheets are in each committee’s “In 

Box”.  Please work on them and return to Treasurer’s 

“In Box” by October 25th also. Thank you. 

 

Check out Bethesda’s web site to view Sunday 

digital bulletins, gospel and sermons, find or submit 

prayer requests, recent events and more! Check us 

out today, and bookmark this site to your favorites!  

www.blcmalmo.org  
 

Quilts for Hunger Auction 
 

The Online Quilt Auction 

raised $5,685 for World 

Hunger!  Thank you so much 

to everyone who donated and 

participated in this event! 

 
Many thanks to Sue, Shirley, Mary and 

Darlene for doing the outdoor quilt sale on 
Sept. 5th.  Thankful, too, for the beautiful 

day we were blessed with.  $884 worth of 
quilts were sold.   
 

Also thank you to Lynn and Denny 
Meidlinger for bringing quilts to Lutheran 

World Relief in St. Paul. 
 

Thank you all for your help and support.   
Great Job! 
Bethesda Quilters 
 

 

 

Thank you for your love and kindness.  It's a 
blessing to have friends like you folks. 
Lynne & Denny Meidlinger 
 

WOMEN'S DEVOTIONS RESUMES 

The Women's Devotional Bible study will resume on 

two Monday's - October 5 and 12 at 9:00am.    We 

will meet in the church fellowship hall.  Everyone 

must wear a mask and social distance.  Please bring 

your October issue of the Gather magazine published 

by the ELCA.  If you do not have the magazine and 

would like to join us, please let me know and I will 

make copies of the lesson and articles we will be 

studying.  Bring your own beverage if you prefer.  

Normally, we meet once a month, but I have divided 

the Bible study into two parts as well as the articles 

for contemplation.  This will also be a time for 

sharing. 

We are living in an uncertain time. We miss seeing 

friends and members of our congregation.  Summer 

has blessed us with beautiful weather to enjoy the out 

of doors but winter is coming and we may be anxious 

about the snow, the cold, the loneliness.  We are 

trying to come to grips with the global pandemic, 

systemic racism, unemployment, long food lines, 

massive fires, monthly hurricanes and a presidential 

election.    Our world is forever changed and we 

might be wondering where we go for answers.  Is 

God hearing our prayers?  Has He given us this 

moment to reflect on our own life and how He is 

calling each of us?   Catherine Malotky, author of 

one of the articles closes with these words, “This 

mailto:jbirk5152@frontier.com
http://www.blcmalmo.org/
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Kairos moment is your gift to us, God. Of this I am 

sure. Open our hearts. Teach us to see the wonder of 

the world you imagine--a just world where all have 

enough, where all are loved.  Help us to understand 

our place and the steadfastness of your love." 

Please consider joining us on Monday, October 5 at 

9:00.  If you need the materials, call Pat Becker 320-

279-3064.  Blessings and stay safe.  

 

LUTEFISK DINNER Holden Lutheran Church has 

cancelled their Lutefisk Dinner held in October but 

instead you can Pre-order a “To Go Boxed Lutefisk 

Dinner for Two”. Cost $28. Pre-order by Thursday, 

October 1, 2020 by calling 320 676-3497 or 320-676-

3706. Leave a message with Name, Phone Number 

and How many. Meals to be picked up on Saturday, 

October 25, 2020 between 11am and 1pm at Holden 

Lutheran Church. 2987 150th Street, Isle, MN 56342. 

Meal consists of 1 ½ lbs. Lutefisk, Meatballs, 

Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Cream Sauce, Butter, Lefse 

and instructions for Preparation. Additional Lefse 

will be available at $6/pkg. 

 

 

Amy Odgren elected 
 bishop of the ELCA 

Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod 

9/2/2020 1:40:00 PM 

CHICAGO — The Rev. Amy 

Odgren, Walker, Minn., was 

elected Aug. 29 to serve a six-

year term as bishop of the Northeastern Minnesota 

Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). The election took place during an 

online synod assembly. 
 

Odgren was elected on the fifth ballot, with 167 

votes. The Rev. David M. Carlson, pastor of Gloria 

Dei Lutheran Church in Duluth, Minn., received 140 

votes. 
 

The bishop-elect has served as assistant to the bishop 

and director for evangelical mission in the 

Northeastern Minnesota Synod since 2016. She 

served as pastor of Spirit Lutheran Church (2015 to 

2016) and as pastor and redeveloper of First Lutheran 

Church (2013 to 2015), both in Eau Claire, Wis. 

Odgren also served as assistant to the bishop and 

director for evangelical mission in the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin (2007 to 2013); associate pastor 

of First in Eau Claire (2003 to 2007), and mission 

developer pastor of Bridge of Life Lutheran Church 

in Holmen, Wis. (2001 to 2003).  
 

Odgren received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 

Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minn., in 

1980 and a Master of Divinity degree from Wartburg 

Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, in 2001. 

Gustavus is one of 26 ELCA colleges and 

universities. Wartburg is one of seven ELCA 

seminaries. 
 

Odgren's installation is scheduled for Oct. 17. 

 

 
Please remember to mail in your offerings or donate 

online from our Facebook page.   Go to 

https://www.facebook.com/BLCMalmo/ and click 

on the donate button below the cover photo.  Click 

and donate online.  We thank members for their 

continual Church Offerings needed to cover Church 

expenses. 

 

 

 
 

The Bethesda Little Free Library! 
Feel free and stop by and take a book or leave a 

book. We have some book donations that we can fill 

it with for now, and we will put some of our 

devotionals in there, but we could especially use 

some kids books, if folks have some to donate. 
 

Many thanks to Jerry Sudbeck for building the 

library and installing it! 

https://www.facebook.com/BLCMalmo/ 
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Ushers    by Skip & Lynn Hansen 

Oct. 25 9:30                    

 Diane Sandberg, Winnie Z 

 

Check list in office for when to light the Christ 

Candle* 

Don't forget the blessing boxes the first Sunday of 

every month!!  
 

 

Altar Care  by Dianne Jones  

October.......Shirley Gosselin and Gina Rosa 

November... Kathy Larson and Karen Elias  (Elsa for 

help) 

December... Barb Forrester and Dianne Jones 
 

 

Recycling Del & Dianne Jones 
 

 

Greeters  Lynne Meidlinger 

Oct. 25 Pat Becker, Char Berg 
 

 

 

 
Oct  4 Kathy & Maynard Berland 

Oct  6 Linda & Richard Southworth 

Oct  8 Lyla & Raymond Dooley 

Oct  9 Renee & Dean Hanson 

Oct  10 Janet & David Tousignant 

Oct  11 Donna & Scott Fox 

Oct  16 Joanne & Wayne Danielson 

Oct  25 Donna & Don Myhre 

Oct  28 Kathy & George Larson 

 

 

 

 

 
Oct   1 Susan Lindberg 

Oct   1 Anita Nelson 

Oct   2 Shirley Eklund 

Oct   2 Roy Gosselin 

Oct   4 Lucinda Mickelson 

Oct   4 Susan Modrow 

Oct   6 Jenny Miles 

Oct   6 Sheila Penoyer 

Oct   9 Cheryl Johnson 

Oct   9 Mary Kramer 

Oct   10 Garrett Westerlund 

Oct   11 Sandy Carlson 

Oct   12 Kenneth Wanous 

Oct   14 Mary Jane Anderson 

Oct   16 Andrew Modrow 

Oct   16 Dawn Wersal 

Oct   17 Jim Metteer 

Oct   17 Laurie Westerlund 

Oct   19 David Groth 

Oct   19 Jeff Johnson 

Oct   22 Joseph Simonson 

Oct   23 Cinthia Manning 

Oct   24 Myron Bipes 

Oct   24 Sam Hanson 

Oct   25 Richard Gripp 

Oct   25 Joshua Thole 

Oct   27 Kelly Liljenquist 

Oct   29 Patricia Becker 
 

 

We had 26 responses to our Worship Service 

Survey. Results can be found on our 

Website: http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-

content/uploads/2020/09/Survey-Says.pdf 

Activities & Events 
October 2020 

If anyone is unable to fulfill an assignment below, please find your own substitute or notify the coordinator 
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*  CELEBRATION OF LIFE for GENE WHIPPLE 

Per Gene Whipple’s request there will be a “Bonfire & Beer Bash” to honor his life on Saturday, October 24, 2020 

beginning at 3pm. The memorial will be held at the Whipple Farm @ 6349 County Road 6, Kettle River.  The family will 

spread Gene’s ashes along with his best buddy Oreo’s ashes at this time.  At Gene’s request the family will provide 

pulled pork BBQ with fixings & beer along with family and friends. You are encouraged to bring your own lawn chair 

and/or camper/tent. 

Directions: From the church, turn right onto County Road 2 to Hwy 65. Turn left and go north to Jack’s Shack. Turn 

right onto Hwy 27. Go 14.4 miles to County Road 12. Tur left onto 12 and follow into Kettle River. At stop sign, turn left 

go north 4.6 miles on Hwy 73 to County Road 6 to the left. Turn left go 2.2 miles to 6349 County Rd 6 on the right. This 

is directly after going under the big power lines. 
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Bethesda No-Bazaar Bazaar 
 

Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo will not 

be hosting their annual Holiday Bazaar in 

October this year due to Covid19. The Bazaar 

hosted by the “Women of ELCA” (WELCA) 

is a major fundraiser for local ministries in 

the Aitkin area. Some of these include the 

Aitkin, Isle and Garrison Food Shelf, 

Elementary school meals for Aitkin and Isle, 

Aitkin County CARE, Hope Lodge, Teen 

Challenge, Pearl Crisis Center and many 

more. 

 

So how should we fundraise during this 

COVID-19 pandemic? During this time, we 

need to get creative in ways to reach and 

engage our donors, as well as raise income, 

when we can’t physically host an event. Here 

are some ways WELCA came up with to try 

and keep revenue flowing in for our local 

charities with the community’s help. 
 

“No-Bazaar Bazaar” — During the month 

of October, we will be collecting dollar 

donations from what people typically would 

spend at our bazaar. There is an envelope 

included in this Newsletter for you to mail in 

your donations to the church.  Please write 

the checks to “Bethesda WELCA”.   
 

“Biggest Raffle Yet” — We have many 

amazing items for our raffle this year. A 

beautiful queen size quilt, Old World Santa, 

hardanger, pottery, pine/birch flower wreath, 

birchbark flowers with a wood-turned vase, 

butterfly house, a crocheted baby blanket and 

more. On the backside of this page is a sheet 

of raffle tickets (Qty 10-make as many copies 

as you want).  You can include the tickets and 

money in the envelope provided for the No-

Bazaar donations or drop them off at the 

church. Please write the checks to “Bethesda 

WELCA”.  Check our web site or Facebook 

page to view the items. Deadline is noon on 

October 31st when the drawing will be held. 

Additional raffle tickets will be available in 

the office or by email.  Contact the church 

office if you want raffle tickets mailed or 

emailed to you. Contact information: 

Phone:320 684-2123 or email: 

blcmalmo@gmail.com 
 

“Jelly Book” — A book of the jellies made 

by the Bethesda women is available for $5. 

Contact the church office if interested. 
 

“Wild Rice” — A parishioner has donated 

50 lbs. of wild rice that he has harvested and 

will be available for sale. Contact our church 

office for availability and to pick up. $15 for 

a 2-pound bag. Secretary’s office hours: Mon, 

Tue, Thu, Fri from 11:00am-3:00pm. Phone: 

320 684-2123. 

 

We are hoping that in the Spring of 2021 we 

may put together a mini bazaar, but that is in 

the thinking stage now. Thank you for 

considering helping in our goal to fund local 

charities. Bethesda Lutheran Church of 

Malmo is located on State Highway 47 in 

Malmo. .  Please write the checks to 

“Bethesda WELCA”. Our web site 

is www.blcmalmo.org and our phone number 

is 320-684-2123. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blcmalmo.org/
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2020  
BETHESDA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH of MALMO 
 

NO-BAZAAR 

RAFFLE  

Saturday, October 31st, 2020 
 

Raffle Prizes: 
 

•Handmade Quilt •Old World 

Santa •Hand Painted Butterfly 

House •Handcrafted Pottery 

•Hardanger •Birchbark Flowers 

Vase •Pine/Birch Flower 

Wreath •Crochet Baby Blanket 

•Many More Items 
 

 

Name:____________________  
 

 

Phone:____________________ 

$1.00 Donation per ticket 
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Make checks out to Bethesda Lutheran-WELCA, fill out tickets and return to:  

Bethesda Lutheran Church Attn WELCA, 21590 State Hwy 47, Isle, MN 56842   

 

Raffle Drawing live Saturday, October 31, 2020 at Noon on 

Facebook.com/BLCMalmo  

 

Make as many copies as you want of these tickets. 
 

 


