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Sunday, October 4, 2020 
Golden Calf 

 
 

 

 

 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 
 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  Worship 

materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, please watch the 

service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s YouTube.com page, find the link on 

Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“Church is not a place; it is who we are. 

Once we realize this, we can be the church anywhere.” 
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HYMN:         “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”         #326 ELW  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and 

all of creation.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass 

judgment on one another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs 

before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
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God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 

resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 

freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Faithful God of an unfaithful people,  

The people of Israel doubted your power and turned to other gods to fulfill 

their needs. We too, turn to other gods, seeking acceptance, power, and 

independence. Show us how to live humbly in you, and walk in your ways, in 

the name of the one who offered true power to all humanity, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 32:1-14  
 

1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 

people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make gods for us, who 

shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." 2Aaron said to them, "Take off 

the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and 

bring them to me." 3So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and 

brought them to Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast 

an image of a calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 

up out of the land of Egypt!" 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 

Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a festival to the 

LORD." 6They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought 

sacrifices of well- being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to 

revel. 
7The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 

out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside 

from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a 

calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O 

Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!'" 9The LORD said to Moses, "I 

have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my 

wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make 

a great nation." 
11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your 
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wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was 

with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to 

consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 

your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, 

and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 

'I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 

have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 

forever.'" 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to 

bring on his people. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel:  Luke 23:34 
 

34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

doing."]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN:         “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”        #618 ELW 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 

used as appropriate. 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the 

church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose 

hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be 

inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant 

that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all 

people. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal 

our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of 

mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who are struggling today (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give 

hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been 

marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our 

chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts 

of your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with 

this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a 

suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 

 

You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home.  Speak the words “The body of 

Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 
 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 
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that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood 

of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 

vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the 

example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the 

way of truth and life.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:       “Go My Children, With My Blessings”            #543 ELW 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Response to God’s Word Last Week 

      September 27th, 2020 – Virtual Attendance *:     80   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:  Ruth Jaszcak  
 

TRUNK or TREAT! Get your ‘Boo’ on! Join us for the 3rd 

annual Trunk or Treat at Bethesda Lutheran Church of 

Malmo on Saturday, October 31st, from 3-6 p.m. Since 

‘Masks’ are required, make it elaborate, scary, unique! We 

will be outside this year in the parking lot. Looking for 

portable fire pits to borrow (we have one at church). So start thinking of ways to decorate 

your trunk or car. We will have a contest for best Halloween Trunk and Costume.  
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP We are planning a worship service in the Fellowship Hall on 

October 25 at 9:30am.  All MN Department of Health guidelines will be followed 

including, but not limited to: Health Screening Assessment upon entry, 6’ physical 

distancing, wear a mask the entire time you are in the building, prayers will be whispered 

from behind your mask, no singing, no hand shaking, etc. Watch for more details. 
 

WOMEN'S DEVOTIONS RESUMES The Women's Devotional Bible study will 

resume on two Monday's - October 5 and 12 at 9:00am.    We will meet in the church 

fellowship hall.  Everyone must wear a mask and social distance.  More details in the 

October Newsletter.  
 

NO-BAZAAR BAZAAR & RAFFLE Go online to our website to view the items for the 

No-Bazaar Raffle.  Tickets included in the October Newsletter and a link to print your 

own tickets at: http://blcmalmo.org/2020/09/25/no-bazaar-bazaar/. 
 


