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Sunday, November 22, 2020 
God Promises a New Covenant 

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 

 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  Worship 

materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, please watch the 

service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s YouTube.com page, find the link on 

Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN –  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”      #517 ELW 

 
 

 
 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims 

us and calls us beloved.  Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your 

gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in 

one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are 

called to rejoice!  Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of 

the world.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God, whose fondness for humanity knows no limit, 

Write your word upon our hearts, so that we need no scroll, no book, no script 

to know that you love us. Show us the power of your covenant, that you will 

be faithful to us, even when we fail to remain faithful to you. For the beauty of 

your word inscribed upon us, we pray, in the name of the one whose body and 

blood became your new covenant with us, Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23,27-28; then 31:31-34    
 

Chapter 36 
1In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word came to 

Jeremiah from the LORD: 2Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have 

spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to 

you, from the days of Josiah until today. 3It may be that when the house of Judah 

hears of all the disasters that I intend to do to them, all of them may turn from their 

evil ways, so that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 
4Then Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at 

Jeremiah's dictation all the words of the LORD that he had spoken to him. 5And 

Jeremiah ordered Baruch, saying, "I am prevented from entering the house of the 

LORD; 6so you go yourself, and on a fast day in the hearing of the people in the 

LORD's house you shall read the words of the LORD from the scroll that you have 

written at my dictation. You shall read them also in the hearing of all the people of 

Judah who come up from their towns. 7It may be that their plea will come before the 

LORD, and that all of them will turn from their evil ways, for great is the anger and 

wrath that the LORD has pronounced against this people." 8And Baruch son of 

Neriah did all that the prophet Jeremiah ordered him about reading from the scroll 

the words of the LORD in the LORD's house. 
21Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it from the chamber of 

Elishama the secretary; and Jehudi read it to the king and all the officials who stood 

beside the king. 22Now the king was sitting in his winter apartment (it was the ninth 

month), and there was a fire burning in the brazier before him. 23As Jehudi read 

three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a penknife and throw them 

into the fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was 

in the brazier. 27Now, after the king had burned the scroll with the words that 

Baruch wrote at Jeremiah's dictation, the word of the LORD came to 

Jeremiah: 28Take another scroll and write on it all the former words that were in the 
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first scroll, which King Jehoiakim of Judah has burned. 

Chapter 31 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 

their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel:  Luke 22:19-20 
 

19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 

it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me." 20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, 

"This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN:         “Long Ago, God Reached In Love” 
(Sung to the tune of "Jesus Loves Me") 

1. Long ago, God reached in love, sending Noah back a dove, 
Promising a world made dry, with a rainbow in the sky. 
 

Refrain: 
      God, you are faithful, 
      God, you are faithful, 
      God, you are faithful: 
      Your covenant is love! 

 

2. Abraham and Sarah heard God's surprising, joyful word: 
God would give them land and more: children they had long hoped for. Refrain 

3. Jeremiah came to know: God would help us change and grow; 
So God's law would fill each heart, giving us a fresh, new start. Refrain 

4. Jesus came to show the way we can have new life today; 
God fulfilled that loving plan, made for us when life began. Refrain 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 

power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence.  

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. 

Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as 

we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to 

provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities for 

ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of 

oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose 

dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. 

Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry 

as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and 

tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in 

those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all goodness, 

generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 

abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 

from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast 

upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, 

our Sovereign and Servant.   

Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ,  

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, 

in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad 

and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.   

Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls 
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us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and 

always.    

Amen 

HYMN:  “All Creature’s Worship God Most High!”    ELW 835 

(verses 1, 2, 4, & 6) 

 

 DISMISSAL 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Response to God’s Word Last Week 

      November 15th, 2020 – Virtual Attendance *:     110   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Bev Swenson, George & Patti Smith  
 

THANK YOU! From George & Patti Smith: We would like to thank everyone for 

their prayers, cards, food, and phone calls. Patti and I really appreciated it. (George 

is back in the hospital with pneumonia)  
 

NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP THIS MONTH Due to the rising rates of Covid-19 

in the area, we will not be having an In-Person Worship Service this month. 
 

NO-BAZAAR BAZAAR FUNDRAISER We are still accepting donations to 

WELCA’s fundraising efforts for their many worth causes. You can send your 

donations to the church and make the checks out to “Bethesda WELCA” . 
 

BETHESDA QUILTERS need donations of clean used mattress pads and blankets 

to make Lutheran World Relief quilts.  Please leave in the Fellowship Hall by the 

Quilter’s Door. Many Thanks.  
 

CHRISTMAS CARING & SHARING Once again we are wondering if you know 

of a neighbor in need of a food / gas gift card this Christmas season. Our mission is 

supported by the veggie stand donations and individuals who designate their gifts to 

local needs. Please contact the church office with names and addresses of those who 

would benefit greatly with a gift card from either Teal’s Market or Paulbeck’s 

Market. 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available. We can either email or 

mail them out to you.  Call the office to request a copy. 

 


