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Sunday, November 29, 2020 
Daniel’s Hope in God 

 

  
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 

 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 1 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation 

for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, 

that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and 

angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with 

joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 

draws near.   Amen.  Light the first candle.   
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HYMN:                      Arise, Shine 

 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims 

us and calls us beloved.  Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your 

gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in 

one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are 

called to rejoice!  Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of 

the world.     

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God of deliverance, 

You rescued Daniel from the mouths of the lions when he was punished 
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for worshiping you. Liberate all who are endangered for the sake of their faith, 

and rescue us from anything that separates us from worshiping only you, for 

the sake of the one who made your name known to all people, across land and 

seas, Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 

 

 

 

FIRST READING:  Daniel 6:6-27    
 

6So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, "O 

King Darius, live forever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the 

satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish 

an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or 

human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of 

lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot 

be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be 

revoked." 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict. 
10Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to 

his house, which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get 

down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he 

had done previously. 11The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and 

seeking mercy before his God. 12Then they approached the king and said 

concerning the interdict, "O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who 

prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be 

thrown into a den of lions?" The king answered, "The thing stands fast, according to 

the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked." 13Then they 

responded to the king, "Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to 

you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three 

times a day." 
14When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined 

to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue 

him. 15Then the conspirators came to the king and said to him, "Know, O king, that 

it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king 

establishes can be changed." 
16Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the 

den of lions. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you faithfully serve, 

deliver you!" 17A stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king 

sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, so that nothing might 
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be changed concerning Daniel. 18Then the king went to his palace and spent the 

night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
19Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. 20When he 

came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, "O Daniel, 

servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to 

deliver you from the lions?" 21Daniel then said to the king, "O king, live 

forever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths so that they would not 

hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I 

have done no wrong." 23Then the king was exceedingly glad and commanded that 

Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 

kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24The king gave 

a command, and those who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the 

den of lions — they, their children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom 

of the den the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 
25Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout 

the whole world: "May you have abundant prosperity! 26I make a decree, that in all 

my royal dominion people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 

 For he is the living God, enduring forever. 

 His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion has no end. 

 27He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 

 for he has saved Daniel from the power of the lions." 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel:  Luke 23:1-5 
 

1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began to 

accuse him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay 

taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." 3Then 

Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He answered, "You say 

so." 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find no basis for an 

accusation against this man." 5But they were insistent and said, "He stirs up the 

people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this 

place." 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN:     “The Glory of These Forty Days”   #320 ELW (vs 3&4) 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 

power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence.  

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. 

Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as 
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we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to 

provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities for 

ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of 

oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose 

dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. 

Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry 

as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and 

tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in 

those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all goodness, 

generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 

abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 

from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast 

upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, 

our Sovereign and Servant.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ,  

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, 

in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad 

and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.   Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls 

us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and 

always.   Amen 
 

HYMN              “Blessed Be the God of Israel”     #250 ELW  
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DISMISSAL 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

      November 22nd, 2020 – Virtual Attendance *:     210    . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: George Smith, Ted Jaszcak, Julie Swaggert 
 

NO-BAZAAR BAZAAR FUNDRAISER We are still accepting donations to 

WELCA’s fundraising efforts for their many worth causes. You can send your 

donations to the church and make the checks out to “Bethesda WELCA” . 
 

BETHESDA QUILTERS need donations of clean used mattress pads and blankets 

to make Lutheran World Relief quilts.  Please leave in the Fellowship Hall by the 

Quilter’s Door. Many Thanks.  
 

CHRISTMAS CARING & SHARING Once again we are wondering if you know 

of a neighbor in need of a food / gas gift card this Christmas season. Our mission is 

supported by the veggie stand donations and individuals who designate their gifts to 

local needs. Please contact the church office with names and addresses of those who 

would benefit greatly with a gift card from either Teal’s Market or Paulbeck’s 

Market. 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available. We can either email or 

mail them out to you.  Call the office to request a copy. 
 

HYMN SING we are planning to record a hymn sing this year, so if you have a 

favorite Christmas hymn (whether in our hymnal or not), please let us know ASAP. 

Thanks! 

 


