
Sunday, November 8, 2020 
Jonah and God’s Mercy  

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 

 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  Worship 

materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, please watch the 

service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s YouTube.com page, find the link on 

Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



HYMN:            “Our Father, We Have Wandered”          #606 ELW  

 

 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims 

us and calls us beloved.  Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your 

gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in 

one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 



Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are 

called to rejoice!  Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of 

the world. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God of the seas, sky, and land, 

When Jonah turned to run from you, you showed him that nothing and no 

one could hide from your presence. You are in all things, and you love all 

things. Show us the gift of your presence, and help us to carry your word of 

compassion and grace to all the world, in the name of the one who carried out 

your love flawlessly, Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Jonah 1:1-17, 3:1-10    
 

1:1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2 "Go at once to 

Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up 

before me." 3 But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He 

went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and 

went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the 

Lord. 4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm 

came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. 5 Then the mariners were 

afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was in the ship into the 

sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the 

ship and had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6 The captain came and said to him, 

"What are you doing sound asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will 

spare us a thought so that we do not perish." 7 The sailors said to one another, 

"Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose account this calamity has 

come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, 

"Tell us why this calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do 

you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?" 9 "I am a 

Hebrew," he replied. "I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and 

the dry land." 10 Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him, "What is this 

that you have done!" For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the 

Lord, because he had told them so. 11 Then they said to him, "What shall we do to 

you, that the sea may quiet down for us?" For the sea was growing more and more 

tempestuous. 12 He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea 



will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great storm has 

come upon you." 13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, 

but they could not, for the sea grew more and more stormy against them. 14 Then 

they cried out to the Lord, "Please, O Lord, we pray, do not let us perish on account 

of this man's life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O Lord, have 

done as it pleased you." 15 So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and 

the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the Lord even more, and they 

offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. 17 But the Lord provided a large fish 

to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 

nights.  

3:1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 "Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." 3 So Jonah 

set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 

an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!" 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, 

and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 6 When the news reached the king 

of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 

sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: "By the 

decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall 

taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8 Human beings and 

animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All 

shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who 

knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so 

that we do not perish." 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 

evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 

bring upon them; and he did not do it.  
 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

 

Gospel:  Luke 18:13 
 

13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 
 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 



HYMN:     “Amazing Grace”        #779 ELW 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 



Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 

power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence.  

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship 

with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists 

who lead us in praise and prayer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. 

Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into 

harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the 

courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who 

stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and 

mercy to prevail (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of 

those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle 

with their identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty 

and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the 

line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service 

members. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. 

Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them 

for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



OFFERING PRAYER 

God of all goodness, 

generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 

abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from 

your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your 

very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign 

and Servant.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 

You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ, 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 
 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, 

in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us 

to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 

as we meet you on the way.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The 

blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen 
 

HYMN:        “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”        #445 ELW 

 

 

 



 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

      November 1st, 2020 – Virtual Attendance *:     74   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:  George Smith 
 

WOMEN'S DEVOTIONS The Women's Devotional Bible study will meet on Monday, 

November 9 at 9:00am.    We will meet in the church fellowship hall.  Everyone must 

wear a mask and social distance.    
 

NO-BAZAAR BAZAAR FUNDRAISER We are still accepting donations to WELCA’s 

fundraising efforts for their many worth causes. You can send your donations to the 

church and make the checks out to “Bethesda WELCA” . 
 

BETHESDA QUILTERS need donations of clean used mattress pads and blankets to 

make Lutheran World Relief quilts.  Please leave in the Fellowship Hall by the Quilter’s 

Door. Many Thanks.  
 

VETERANS PANCAKE BREAKFAST and bake sale. Sponsored by the Malmo Area 

Lions on November 14th, 7:30-11 a.m. Event will be held at Bethesda’s church parking 

lot. Pre-order breakfast and Pasties by calling the church office (320 684-2123) $5 per 

breakfast (veterans eat free) or $5 per pastie (choices: Meat, Apple, Blueberry, or Cherry)  
 

CHRISTMAS CARING & SHARING Once again we are wondering if you know of a 

neighbor in need of a food / gas gift card this Christmas season. Our mission is supported 

by the veggie stand donations and individuals who designate their gifts to local needs. 

Please contact the church office with names and addresses of those who would benefit 

greatly with a gift card from either Teal’s Market or Paulbeck’s Market. 
 

CONTACT NUMBER If you live alone, you might want to give the church an 

emergency contact number in case we get concerned about you not answering the phone. 


