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Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Joel: God’s Promised Spirit 

 

  
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 
 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 2 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of 

your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your 

grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through 

Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen.  Light two candles. 
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HYMN:          “O, Come, All Ye Faithful”   #283 ELW  

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 
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Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we have 

gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 

neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us 

up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, 

and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable 

realm of God.  May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s 

peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Loving Lord, 

When we have strayed, you have called us to come home to you. “Return to 

me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend 

your hearts and not your clothing.” With all our hearts we return to you, and 

gratefully accept your gentle love, for the sake of the one whose spirit lives in 

us, Jesus Christ our loving savior. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

 

FIRST READING:  Joel 2:12-13, 28-29    
 

 12Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 

weeping, and with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the 

LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 28 Then afterward I will pour out my 

spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 

dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29Even on the male and 

female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel:  Luke 11:13 
 

13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN:     “Spirit of Gentleness”     #396 ELW  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 

used as appropriate. 

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain  

and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and 

enact your mission. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the 

face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of 

environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can 

declare your praise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from 

discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray 

especially for . . . (current local, national, or international issues of peace or justice 

may be named). Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot 

and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 

between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual 

disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. 

Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 

congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, 

be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with 

depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the 

wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work (especially Nicholas of 

Myra). Make their generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Generous God, 

you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.  Bless all 

that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.  In 

the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ,  

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

Gracious and abundant God, 

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.  In this bread and cup you 

give us life forever.  In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our 

hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill 

you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

HYMN    Arise, Shine 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

      November 29th, 2020 – Virtual Attendance *:     128   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: George Smith, Dawn Kellen 
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NO-BAZAAR BAZAAR FUNDRAISER We are still accepting donations to 

WELCA’s fundraising efforts for their many worth causes. You can send your 

donations to the church and make the checks out to “Bethesda WELCA” . 
 

BETHESDA QUILTERS need donations of clean used mattress pads and blankets 

to make Lutheran World Relief quilts.  Please leave in the Fellowship Hall by the 

Quilter’s Door. Many Thanks.  
 

CHRISTMAS CARING & SHARING Once again we are wondering if you know 

of a neighbor in need of a food / gas gift card this Christmas season. Our mission is 

supported by the veggie stand donations and individuals who designate their gifts to 

local needs. Please contact the church office with names and addresses of those who 

would benefit greatly with a gift card from either Teal’s Market or Paulbeck’s 

Market. 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available. We can either email or 

mail them out to you or stop by the office and pick one up.  Call or email the office 

to request a copy. 
 

TIRED OF ISOLATING?  LET’S BEAT THE COVID CABIN FEVER!  

➢ Cheryl Malotky has organized a Zoom coffee and conversation hour for 

Tuesday, December 8th at 10:00. If you’re interested in joining her group 

email her to be added to the list (dcmalotky@gmail.com) and directions on 

how to join the Zoom meeting.   

➢ Is there any interest in coordinating a Zoom meeting for a coffee hour on 

Sunday mornings after the online worship service? Contact Pastor James. 

➢ Is there any interest in coordination Bible studies via Zoom please contact 

Pastor James to start process.  Zoom is a very user-friendly computer 

application, and Pastor or Cheryl can provide technical assistance to get you 

ready to “Zoom”.   

 

mailto:dcmalotky@gmail.com

