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Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Boy in the Temple 

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 

 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  Worship 

materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, please watch the 

service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s YouTube.com page, find the link on 

Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN –  “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”      #288 ELW 

 
 

 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a 

dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned 

away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly 

and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know 
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and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among 

us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not 

through our own work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God of all learning, 

When the boy, Jesus, stayed in the temple to learn from the elders, it was the 

elders who in turn learned from him. Teach us, Lord, as you have taught 

others, and grant us wisdom and willingness to learn. Amen. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Psalm 2:7-8    
 

 7I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my son; 

 today I have begotten you.  8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

and the ends of the earth your possession. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52 
 

41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 

festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was 

in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for 

him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned 

to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his 

parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why 

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 

great anxiety." 49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he 
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said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 

 

HYMN:              “Love Has Come”                       #292 ELW 

 
 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 
A brief silence.  

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the 

earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, 

division, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always to 

the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold 

the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, 

forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony 

with the world around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve 

in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and 

communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake 

of others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, 

excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. 

Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or 

sickness (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and 

reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide 
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us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one 

another. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith 

(especially). With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of 

time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 

prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, 

you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 

Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we 

may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. 

Come meet Christ in this meal. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ, 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us from your very self with the body and blood of 

Christ.  Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a 

world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the 

angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this 

day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen 

 

HYMN:     “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child”    # 297 ELW  
 

(we will sing it 3 times, the first and last will be as printed,  

but the second time will have alternate lyrics at the end) 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

    December 27th, 2020 NEMN Synod Service:  28 . (# of Facebook links x 2) 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Marilyn Samuelson (Warren passed away Dec. 18th), 

Lynn Hansen, Shirley Eklund. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING: The date and time for our Annual Congregational Meeting 

will be Sunday, January 31, 2021.  We will have an in-person service that day 

starting at 10:00 a.m. with meeting follow service.  All MN Department of Health 

guidelines will be followed including, but not limited to: Health Screening 

Assessment upon entry, 6’ physical distancing, wear a mask the entire time you are 

in the building, prayers will be whispered from behind your mask, no singing, no 

hand shaking, etc. 
 

WOMEN’S DEVOTION: Monday, January 11th, 9:00am, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Discussions based on the Gather Magazine.  Mask-up and bring your own 

beverage. 
 

WELCA MEETING: Wednesday, January 20 to discuss distribution of 

benevolence monies taken in from the No-Bazaar Bazaar.  Mask up, bring your 

own beverage, and Social Distancing enforced. 
 

“ZOOM COFFEE HOUR”: coffee and conversation will continue to meet every 

other Tuesday if interest continues. Next meeting is January 5th at 10:00am. 

Please email Cheryl Malotky if you are interested so she can email you a Zoom 

invite.  If you have additional questions, please contact Cheryl Malotky 

clmalotky@gmail.com. or 952 412-6108 
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