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Sunday, January 31, 2021 
Healing on the Sabbath 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 
 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

 

TUNE YOUR RADIO TO: 88.1 FM 
 

Parking Lot Protocols 

• Please Stay in your vehicle until we gather for Annual Meeting in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

• Please adhere to the 6-foot Social Distance rule and wear Masks when outside 

of your cars and when inside the building. When inside, prayers & singing 

will be whispered behind your masks. No exchange of handshakes. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
HYMN –   “Son of God Eternal Savior”      #655 ELW 

 
 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose 

mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Holy God, 

you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess 

that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems 

that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We 

distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and 

fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have 

done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know 

them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are 

forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 

community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord of the Sabbath,  

Your followers were told not to work on the Sabbath, and yet they boldly 

plucked grain to show that you are Lord of all. The world tells us not to rest on 

the Sabbath. Show us how to rest boldly, rejecting conventions that go against 

your will, and instead praying and resting as you did up on the mountain, for 

the glory of your word and work, Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Psalm 92    
 

 1It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

 2to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night, 3to 

the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. 

 4For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands I 

sing for joy. 

 5How great are your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep! 

 6The dullard cannot know, the stupid cannot understand this: 7though the wicked 

sprout like grass and all evildoers flourish, they are doomed to destruction forever, 

 8but you, O LORD, are on high forever. 
9For your enemies, O LORD, for your enemies shall perish; all evildoers shall be 

scattered. 

 10But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; you have poured over me 

fresh oil. 
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 11My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies; my ears have heard the doom of 

my evil assailants. 

 12The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

 13They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our 

God. 

 14In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, 

 15showing that the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness 

in him.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 6:1-16 
 

1One sabbath while Jesus was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked 

some heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. 2But some of the 

Pharisees said, "Why are you doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?" 3Jesus 

answered, "Have you not read what David did when he and his companions were 

hungry? 4He entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence, 

which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and gave some to his 

companions?" 5Then he said to them, "The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath." 
6On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and there was a man 

there whose right hand was withered. 7The scribes and the Pharisees watched him to 

see whether he would cure on the sabbath, so that they might find an accusation 

against him. 8Even though he knew what they were thinking, he said to the man 

who had the withered hand, "Come and stand here." He got up and stood 

there. 9Then Jesus said to them, "I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on 

the sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?" 10After looking around at all of them, he 

said to him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was restored. 11But 

they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to 

Jesus. 
12Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night 

in prayer to God. 13And when day came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of 

them, whom he also named apostles: 14Simon, whom he named Peter, and his 

brother Andrew, and James, and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and 

Matthew, and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the 

Zealot, 16and Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN:     “The Church of Christ in Every Age”      #729 ELW                                             

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
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PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence.  

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 

prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its 

ministries, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and 

farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 

attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the 

well-being of civil society, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, 

those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are 

hungry or homeless, and all in any need (especially); for caregivers, hospice 

workers, and home health aides, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, 

those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and 

for other needs in our community (especially), let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 

baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 

one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 

open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful 

service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

grace.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ, 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 

journey.  Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to 

proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen 
 

HYMN:  “Creator God, You Made the Earth”   
(Sung to the tune of "The King of Love My Shepherd Is") 

Creator God, you made the earth, a gift beyond comparing! 

You called it good, you gave it worth, you placed it in our caring. 
 

You gave your gift of Sabbath rest, your pattern for creation. 

You give us times to heal, to bless, to join in celebration. 
 

You give us Christ, who reconciled the things of earth and heaven. 

In him, you call each one your child! what wondrous love you've given! 
 

Because we've turned away from you, your world still needs your healing. 

Creation longs to be made new through Christ, your love revealing. 
 

God, by your Spirit, may we be communities of caring, 

That as we're healed, your world may see the hope that we are sharing. 
 

Words by: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette  
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

               January 24, 2021 Virtual Attendance *:     220   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HEALTH SCREENING CHECKLIST If you are coming into 

the Fellowship Hall for the Annual Meeting, please fill out the 

Health Screening Checklist paperwork and leave them on your 

seats when you leave.  We need this information for “Contact 

Tracing” if anyone should report that they are diagnosed with 

Covid-19. 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Lynn Hansen, Shirley Eklund, Mary Kramer 
 

“ZOOM COFFEE HOUR”: coffee and conversation will continue to meet every 

other Tuesday if interest continues. Next meeting is February 2nd at 10:00am. 

Please email the church office if you are interested so Mary can email you a Zoom 

invite.  If you have additional questions, please contact blcmalmo@gmail.com. or 

320 684-2123. 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP We are planning an in-person worship service on 

Sunday, February 28, 2021. By then many more people will be vaccinated and we 

can feel a little safer to worship together.  We will still require masks and social 

distancing along with other State Protocols.  
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