
ASH WEDNESDAY 

February 17, 2021 
Imposition of Ashes  

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com              Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 

 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102  

or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS       

 

PSALM 51:       “O Faithful God”               Marty Haugen 
 

[Verse 1] O faithful God, have mercy on your servant here; 

  in your love, remember not my sins. 

  In the waters of your grace, 

  wash me clean of all disgrace, 

  raise me up to life from death and fear. 
 

[Verse 2] I know my deeds, I know my faults and failings well; 

  I have sinned and broken faith with you. 

  For the wrong that I have done, 

  my transgressions, ev'ry one, 

  God, your judgment would be just and true. 
 

[Verse 3] You long for truth, for wisdom dwelling deep within; 

  teach my heart to long for wisdom, too: 

  Wash me clean and give me voice, 

  so these bones you crushed rejoice; 

  turn my heart from sin to life in you. 
 

[Verse 4] Create in me a clean and righteous heart, O God, 

  put a willing spirit in my soul. 

  Let me sing with joy anew 

  the salvation found in you, 

  singing praise to you who made me whole. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Lord Jesus, Great Teacher, 

You place tremendous responsibility upon those who follow you. You 

demand more than we are often willing to give. You promise no safety, only 

that the way will be rough. Make us ready and willing to walk your rocky 

path and carry your subversive word to hostile ears, for the hope and 

promise of rewarding life in Jesus Christ.        

Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE 

 

PSALM:  Psalm 5:7-8 
 

7But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house, 

I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you.   8Lead me, O LORD, in 

your righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight before me. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 9:51-62 
 

51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a 

village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John 

saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from 

heaven and consume them?" 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went 

on to another village. 
57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you 

wherever you go." 58And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the 

air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 59To another he 

said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60But 

Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God." 61Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let 

me first say farewell to those at my home." 62Jesus said to him, "No one who puts 

a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON     
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HYMN:         “The Glory of These 40 Days”     #320 ELW 

 

 
 

 

 

INVITATION TO LENT            Pastor 
 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN                (Page 252 ELW) 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of 

heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most 

grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 

been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
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We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been 

true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God.   

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected 

our lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 

confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in 

us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 

cruelty, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 

come after us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES                (Page 254 ELW) 
 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.   

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only 

by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
As people mark their own foreheads with the ash kit given to them at entry, Minister will say: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
After those who desire ashes have received them the minister continues. 
 

 

 

 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
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By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 

in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 

death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER          (Page 254 ELW) 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. 

Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray 

for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 

treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  
 

 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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HYMN:          “Abide With Me”      #629 ELW 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast 

to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER AND CARE:  Doris Reinhard. Cards can be sent to:  

Elim Care Center  

730 2nd St. SE,  

Milaca, MN 56343 
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WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES will continue in person thru out the Lent 

Season.  Services will be at 6:00pm to accommodate the Confirmation Students 

course of study. 

 

IN PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE is planned for Sunday, February 28, 2021 

at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. All MN Department of Health guidelines will 

be followed including, but not limited to: Health Screening Assessment upon 

entry, 6’ physical distancing, wear a mask the entire time you are in the building, 

prayers will be whispered from behind your mask, no singing, no hand shaking, 

etc. Watch for more details on our website http://www.blcmalmo.org   

We reserve the right to cancel if needed. 
 

 

 
 

 

5 Positive Things You Can Do This Lent 

 
1. Read Scripture. Even ten minutes a day can lead you 

to a deepening of faith and a greater understanding 

of our heritage as the People of God. 
 

2. Resolve to perform one random act of kindness. 

Hold a door open, let someone get in line first, 

refrain from cutting off the guy driving like a jerk in 

the car next to you, or do somebody’s else’s chore 

for them (and don’t ask for payback). 
 

3. You may be fasting, but others are hungry.  Donate to a local food shelf so 

others may know the joy of enough to eat. How about a dollar a day? 40 

Days = $40 donation to local food shelf. 
 

4. Enlighten someone’s day. Send an uplifting card, email, or phone a family 

member, friend, or acquaintance that shows you’re thinking about, and 

praying for, him/her. 
 

5. Don’t pray more, pray better. For most of us, it’s difficult to add more into 

our day. How about putting more into the prayer times you’ve already got 

in place? Light a candle, sit in a more attentive position, or change to a 

more secluded atmosphere so that you can really be alone and focused on 

God.  
 

http://www.blcmalmo.org/

