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Sunday, February 21, 2021 
Good Samaritan 

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 

 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  Worship 

materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, please watch the 

service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s YouTube.com page, find the link on 

Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN –   “O God of Mercy, God of Light”     #714 ELW 

 
 

 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 

one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your 

cleansing flood.  Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as 

healers and restorers of the world you so love.  Amen. 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 
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Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 

remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Dazzling Lord,  

In blinding light you showed your disciples a hint of your power and purpose. 

Reveal yourself to us today. Show us what you desire of us and how to broadcast 

your love to the world, for the sake of the one who keeps company with the 

prophets Moses and Elijah, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

SCRIPTURE 

FIRST READING:  Psalm 15    
 

 1O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

 2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from their 

heart; 

 3who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a 

reproach against their neighbors; 

 4in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the LORD; 

 who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 

 5who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent. 

 Those who do these things shall never be moved. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 10:25-42 
 

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?" 26He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you 

read there?" 27He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself." 28And he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do 

this, and you will live." 
29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30Jesus 

replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 

of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead.   
31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he 

passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and 

saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near 

him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and 
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bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his 

own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took 

out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I 

come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.' 36Which of these three, do 

you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" 37He 

said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
38Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman 

named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who 

sat at the Lord's feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was 

distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, "Lord, do you not care 

that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help 

me." 41But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 

by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from her." 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN:     “Spirit of God Descend Upon my Heart”      #800 ELW                                             
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 
 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need.  A brief silence.  
 

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church 

throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in 

the good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the 

earth’s creatures from destruction (especially . . . here local environmental concerns 

may be named). Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science 

educators. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of 

leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice 

for the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees 

crossing dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and 

strength to all who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our 

baptismal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen 

this congregation’s ministries of care and concern (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you 

for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the 

fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER                

Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread 

from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to 

life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION            

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ, 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION        

God of steadfast love, 

at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that 

has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING            

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen 

as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may 

be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.   

Amen 
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HYMN:      “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”       #774 ELW 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL           

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week:  

                 February 14, 2021 Virtual Attendance *:     114   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Arty Heins, Dick Southworth, Carol Bakken (her 

brother passed away). 
 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES will continue in person throughout the 

Lent Season.  Services will be at 6:00pm to accommodate the Confirmation 

Students course of study. Rebroadcast of the service will be posted later on our 

YouTube channel. 
 

“ZOOM COFFEE HOUR”: coffee and conversation will continue to meet every 

other Tuesday as interest continues. Next meeting is March 2nd at 10:00am. 

Please email the office if you are interested so we can email you a Zoom invite.  If 

you have additional questions, please contact Mary in the office at 

blcmalmo@gmail.com or 320 684-2123. 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE is planned for next Sunday, February 28th at 

10:00am. All MN Department of Health guidelines will be followed including, but 

not limited to: Health Screening Assessment upon entry, 6’ physical distancing, 

wear a mask the entire time you are in the building, prayers will be whispered from 

behind your mask, no singing, no hand shaking, etc. 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BethesdaLutheranChurchMalmoMN/videos

