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Sunday, February 7, 2021 
Raising the Widow’s Son 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com               Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 
 
 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
We gather to worship together, at this time, in different places.   Bottom line, we are 

worshipping God, TOGETHER!  This worship service has been pre-recorded.  Worship 

materials have been published online at blcmalmo.org.  If you are able, please watch the 

service via Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo’s YouTube.com page, find the link on 

Facebook, or visit our website to find the link. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN –   “Healer of Our Every Ill”      #612 ELW 

 
 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose 

mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess 

that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems 

that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We 

distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and 
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fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have 

done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know 

them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are 

forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 

community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Healing Lord,  

By your goodness you healed many who were ill, even raising the dead to life. 

Restore us to new life, healing our hearts, minds, and spirits, so that we may 

proclaim praise and gratitude for your compassion to all who will hear. In the 

name of the one who is himself new life, Jesus Christ our savior. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Psalm 119:105-107    
 

 105Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

 106I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your righteous ordinances. 

 107I am severely afflicted; give me life, O LORD, according to your word.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 7:1-17 
 

1After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 

Capernaum. 2A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill 

and close to death. 3When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, 

asking him to come and heal his slave. 4When they came to Jesus, they appealed to 

him earnestly, saying, "He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5for he loves our 

people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us." 6And Jesus went with them, 

but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, 

"Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my 

roof; 7therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let 

my servant be healed. 8For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under 

me; and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and 

to my slave, 'Do this,' and the slave does it." 9When Jesus heard this he was amazed 
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at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, "I tell you, not even in 

Israel have I found such faith." 10When those who had been sent returned to the 

house, they found the slave in good health. 
11Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large 

crowd went with him. 12As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died 

was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and she was a widow; and 

with her was a large crowd from the town. 13When the Lord saw her, he had 

compassion for her and said to her, "Do not weep." 14Then he came forward and 

touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you, 

rise!" 15The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his 

mother. 16Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet 

has risen among us!" and "God has looked favorably on his people!" 17This word 

about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:      “A Roman Centurion Sought Out the Lord”   
(sung to the tune of "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise") 

 

A Roman centurion sought out the Lord: 
"My servant is suffering, but just give the word! 
For I have authority; you have it, too. 
I know he'll be well with a blessing from you." 
 

Then Jesus responded to those who were near, 
"There's not, in God's people, the faith I've found here. 
And someday God's kingdom will bring a surprise 
With outsiders in and the heirs left outside." 
 
The Lord sent him home and it soon was revealed 
That just at that moment, the servant was healed. 
That outsider saw it; may we see it, too: 
That Christ has the power to make our lives new. 

 
 

Words by: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 
 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence.  

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and 

military chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim 

freedom and release in the name of Christ, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the 

rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the 

earth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for 

community organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health 

organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in 

service to those most in need, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking 

supportive relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with 

chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for 

all who cry out to you (especially), let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here (especially); 

for parish nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the 

young people in this place who open us to new understandings, let us pray. 
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Have mercy, O God. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest 

from their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 

one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 

open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful 

service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

grace.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
You may now partake of the bread and wine in your own home. Speak the words “The body of Christ, 

given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may then respond “Amen.” 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 

journey.  Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to 

proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen 
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HYMN:    “Take My Life”           #583 ELW 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

                January 31, 2021 In Person:     38    

            Virtual Attendance *:     68   . 
 

*Virtual attendance is based on a matrix from the NEMN Synod. We determine the number of unique views per 

week and multiply by 2 – assuming there are two people per household watching the YouTube video service. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Grandson of Jerry & Carolyn Morris, Doris Reinhard, 

Donna Myhre, Lynn Hansen, Shirley Eklund, Sheldon Stay. 
 

WOMEN’S DEVOTION: Has been changed to Monday, February 15, 9:00am 

due to the cold weather.  It will be in the Fellowship Hall. Discussions based on the 

Gather Magazine.  Mask-up and bring your own beverage. 
 

“ZOOM COFFEE HOUR”: coffee and conversation will continue to meet every 

other Tuesday as interest continues. Next meeting is February 16th at 10:00am. 

Please email the office if you are interested so we can email you a Zoom invite.  If 

you have additional questions, please contact Mary in the office at 

blcmalmo@gmail.com or 320 684-2123. 
 

 


