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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
 
 

Hearing Assistance is available during the service. 

Please notify usher if you would like assistance 



Sunday October 10, 2021 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost-Native American Sunday 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS       
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

God, our Creator, made all that is, and proclaimed that 'it is good.'  You have 

placed us together here on this land.  You have shown us how to build 

community. 
 

Creator, help us to discover in all Your creation, 

the good wisdom about the interconnectedness of all things, about 

balance and about living in harmony. 
  

We are not above nature, we are part of Creation; 

we live by the same laws as all of nature 

and need to learn from what God has made. 
 

Creator, help us discover the power that lies 

in the wisdom and understanding of our role in the 

mysterious web of life and in honoring every living thing as a teacher. 
 

Creator God, may our spirits be in harmony with Yours as we gather in 

Your worship! 

  
OPENING HYMN:      “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”         #717 ELW 

(Please Stand on the last Verse) 
 

THANKSGIVING for BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,  the rock who 

gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Water may be poured into a font as the following is read. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led Israel from slavery into freedom. 

Through water you brought forth the Ojibwe people  

and delivered them into this land, and  



By water you fed them with wild rice, manoomin, the good seed. 

Through water you have delivered generations of settlers and immigrants to this 

place,  and by water, you merge our stories and continue to feed us all. 
 

In the Jordan river,  

which flows together with all waters of the earth, 

that your Son was baptized and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

It is through water and by your Word  

that you proclaim all people beloved. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, you knit us together  

into one human family and connect us to your whole creation. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that creates life. 

We praise you for the gift of water that remembers life. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life. 

We praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 

Shower us with your Spirit. 

Pour your holy waters into our lives, communities and lands. 

Renew us with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen.   

 

Prayer of the Day  
Gichi-gizhe-manidoo,  

Creator, God, the great mystery who is known by many names, to you we give 

thanks in all you bring, for your presence that surrounds us, and for your 

teaching ways. In mystery and spirit you have created this world and you 

invite us to walk in harmony with all created beings.  Within this sacred circle, 

Jesus Christ is our center in all that we do. Help us to speak with honor and 

respect to all of creation and to be open to the teachings we are given. Open 

our eyes to understanding.  Prepare our hearts to know true compassion, and 

give us strength so that we may live in truth, humility, love, and show 

grace.   AMEN 
 

Please be seated  

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Blessing After Blessing”  



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 12:1-5    

  

1 At that time you will say: “I praise you, O LORD, for even though you were angry 

with me, your anger subsided, and you consoled me. 2 Look, God is my deliverer! I 

will trust in him and not fear. For the LORD gives me strength and protects me; he 

has become my deliverer.” 3 Joyfully you will draw water from the springs of 

deliverance. 4 At that time you will say: “Praise the LORD! Ask him for help! 

Publicize his mighty acts among the nations! Make it known that he is unique! 5 

Sing to the LORD, for he has done magnificent things, let this be known throughout 

the earth!  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5 
 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and earth had 

ceased to exist, and the sea existed no more. 2 And I saw the holy city—the new 

Jerusalem—descending out of heaven from God, made ready like a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look! The 

residence of God is among human beings. He will live among them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with them.4 He will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes, and death will not exist any more—or mourning, or crying, or pain, 

for the former things have ceased to exist.”  
 

22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life—water as clear as 

crystal—pouring out from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 flowing down the 

middle of the city’s main street. On each side of the river is the tree of life 

producing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month of the year. Its leaves 

are for the healing of the nations. 3 And there will no longer be any curse, and the 

throne of God and the Lamb will be in the city. His servants will worship him, 4 and 

they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be no 

more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, because the 

Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever and ever.  

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

Please Stand 
 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 4:10-15 
 

     Glory to you, O Lord 
 



10 Jesus responded, “If you recognized God’s gift and who is saying to you, ‘Give 

me some water to drink,’ you would be asking him and he would give you living 

water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you don’t have a bucket and the well is 

deep. Where would you get this living water? 12 You aren’t greater than our father 

Jacob, are you? He gave this well to us, and he drank from it himself, as did his 

sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 

thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks from the water that I will give will never be 

thirsty again. The water that I give will become in those who drink it a spring of 

water that bubbles up into eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 

water, so that I will never be thirsty and will never need to come here to draw 

water!”  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 

 

Please be seated 

 

SERMON            

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   “We Come to You for Healing Lord”    #617 ELW 
(Verses 1, 2, 4, 5) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With gratitude for the gift of life, let us draw near to God in prayer, asking for 

mercy for the Church, the world, and all who are in need of loving-kindness. 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
 

Where there is hatred, 

Let us sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
 

We come before you, God, carrying all the things that divide our world - 

disagreements over how to govern, differences in expressions of faith, uncertainties 

about how to live in community with our neighbors.  We remember with grief our 

failure to embrace the beauty of diversity that you have placed in humanity and all 

of creation.  Compel us to carry your healing love into the world. 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
 

Where there is fear, let us sow trust; 

Where there is despair, hope; 
 



We thank you, God, for your bountiful Creation, for this world that teems with life, 

and for your gift of water that sustains it. Bring comfort and healing when your 

creation cries out in pain. Be with all who advocate for healthy waterways, for lakes 

and rivers, seas and oceans, swamps, marshes, and bogs. Help us to remember your 

manifold blessings, when we fall sway to selfishness and concerns of scarcity. 

Where creation is wounded, help us be agents of your healing work. 
 

 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
 

 

Where there is darkness, let us sow light; 

And where there is sadness, Joy. 
 

 

We thank you, God, for your Church, for pastors and deacons, bishops and the 

priesthood of all believers. Whether parent or child, retired or employed, married or 

single, ordained or lay servant, we thank you, God, for inviting us to be Christ’s 

disciples and entrusting each of us to minister through our individual 

vocations.  Lead us into the world and through all our words and deeds, may we 

reflect the light and joy we carry from your Spirit. 
 

 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
 

 

Grant that we may 

Not so much seek to be consoled; As to console. 

To be understood, As to understand; 

To be loved as to love. 
 

 

Place us among the poor, the persecuted, the sick, the lonely, the forgotten, and all 

who suffer.  Teach our hearts to grieve the plight of refugees, prisoners, victims of 

violence, and all who are in danger. Open our eyes and our ears to the painful 

history and the legacy of Indian Boarding Schools.  Open our hearts and help us 

repent of the trauma our country inflicted on generations of native children, parents, 

and communities.  Teach us to repent.  Show us how to forgive.  Lead us to space 

where truth and healing co-exist.   
 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
 

 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 

And it is in dying that we are 

Born to eternal life. 
 



We remember all those who have journeyed before us, traveling the good road and 

walking in the good way.  They have left legacies in this world and imprints on our 

hearts, providing examples of faith and bearing witness to your constant presence 

among us. Until we gather again through the promise of eternal life, grant us the 

ability to hear their encouragement and guidance as we walk the path that you have 

set before us.  May we live life in a way that honors you and respects their 

examples. By your Spirit, may we know that we never travel alone. 
 

 

All these things and more, we submit to you, gracious God, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING of the PEACE 

As a community let us embrace the ongoing work of understanding and peace 

making. 
 

 

The Great Mystery who is God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. 

The Great Mystery who is God makes peace between us. Let us share it. 
 

 

The peace of the Great Mystery be with you in all things. 
 

And also with you! 
 

 

You are invited to take a moment to offer a prayer of peace into the world. 
Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 
Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God our provider, 

we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept the 

gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the 

offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to 

us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  AMEN 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

And now we say the Nez Perce version of the Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Oh Great Spirit, You are our Shepherd Chief, in the most high place whose 

home is everywhere, even beyond the stars and moon. Whatever You want 



done, let it be done everywhere. Give us your gift of bread day by day. Forgive 

our wrongs as we forgive those who wrong us. Take us away from wrong 

doings. Free us from all evil, for everything belongs to You. Let your power 

and glory shine forever. Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

From the place of the rising sun in the East, to the South where the warm winds 

blow, from the West where soft rains come, and to the coldness of the North, we 

unite with all creation from the four directions, to join in everlasting thanksgiving 

and praise for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.  With hearts lifted, we join with 

angels, the guardian Spirits, the Saints and  all our ancestors as we pray; 
 

 

O Great Spirit, our Creator, from whom all holiness comes, we your servants 

humbly come before you again today, just as in generations past.  Like our 

Grandmothers and Grandfathers, we come to worship you and acknowledge your 

greatness.  We marvel at your creation! 
 

 

You sent Jesus into creation because people had turned away from you and no 

longer loved each other, bringing death and destruction to all.  By sharing our living 

and dying, Jesus opened our eyes and our hearts to understand that we are all 

relatives and that you, our Creator, are the Father of us all. 
 

 

Stretching out his arms on the cross, Jesus united us in all that is beauty and with all 

that has been and all that will ever be. 
 

 

We thank you, that on that night before he died for us, Jesus took bread, gave 

thanks to you, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take eat, this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks to you, blessed it, gave it to  

his friends and said: “Drink this all of you, this cup is the ‘New Covenant’ of my 

blood, poured out for you and for all, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
 

 



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

    Christ has died. 

    Christ is risen.   

    Christ will come again. 
 

 

In this ceremony that Jesus gave us, we celebrate our salvation.  In our offering of 

praise and thanks, we stand in the memory, strength and love of his death, 

resurrection and ascension.  Remembering him we make our offering: 
 

 

By your Holy Spirit make our gifts holy, so that they may be spiritual food and 

drink.  Make us holy, so that we may respectfully receive this feast and serve you in 

each other. Surrounded now by heavenly beings; and all your Saints and angels, we 

marvel as we see the unity of all things restored in your Son.  May we also be this 

unity and live as relatives to all.  
 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

we worship you, our God and Creator, as a community of relatives. All honor and 

glory is yours, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

INVITATION to COMMUNION  

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:   “Many and Great, O God”     #837 ELW 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Jesus Christ, our leader, you are the Son of the Creator. 

Today we became your children. Today we became your grandchildren. We 

will live as you have taught us. We will follow your commandments. Watch 

over us. Speak to us from the trees, from the grass and herbs, from the breeze, 

from the passing rain, from the passing thunder and the deep waters. Before us 

there is beauty, behind us there is beauty. Allow us to walk a long life in 

happiness, completed in beauty. 
 

Creator together our breath is a prayer to you. As we prepare to leave this 

sacred space, give us your peace as our time together in this sacred and holy 

space is done. Grant us rest on this earth, and give us rest we get to heaven 

once our time on your wondrous Creation is finished.  AMEN 

 
(Adapted from the Liturgy of St. John’s, Red Lake MN-Red Lake Band of 

Chippewa & Elizabeth Gaskins, Muscogee (Creek)) 

 



BLESSING  

Great Spirit, our Creator God, look upon these faces gathered in holy community 

together and send them anywhere you would have them go, so that they may 

embody the word of reconciliation through their actions. Walk with them so that 

they may face the winds of change and walk the good road.  Enlighten them. 

Sustain them. May God our Creator be with you this day and always. 

AMEN 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “WASH O GOD, OUR SONS & DAUGHTERS” #445ELW           

 

DISMISSAL 

We have honored Christ, our brother; all my relatives, go in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! Please come again.  
 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Greeters: Shirley Moe & Winnie Zahradka       

Ushers: George Larson & Darrell Kelly 

Hospitality: Del & Dianne Jones, Don & Donna Myhre 

 

Thank you for your service! 
 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

 Attendance: Sunday, October 3, 2021:  In Person: 9:00 am   54  . 

              Online:    xx  .   
 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                          Oct. 11, 2021 – Oct. 17, 2021 

Monday  10/11     9:00 am Crafters 

    10:00 am Council Meeting 

    11:00 am Women’s Devotional Bible Study 

    11:30 am Pinochle  

      7:00 pm AA/Alanon 
 

 

Tuesday 10/12       9:00 am Quilters 

   1-4:00 pm Flu Shot Clinic  

       5:30 pm Choir Practice 
 

 

Wednesday 10/13     9:00 am NO Women’s Bible Study 



THIS WEEK AT Bethesda  (continued)            Oct. 11, 2021 – Oct. 17, 2021 
 

Thursday 10/14     8:00 am NO ROMEOs 

      3:30 am Bell Practice 
 

 

Sunday 10/17     9:00 am Polka Worship Service: Pastor Kate Mensing 

 

*Pastor will be on vacation from October 12 to October 21.  Pastor Rebecca Hintz 

will cover any emergencies. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:  Carol Bakken, the family of Doug Hansen, Paula 

Spetz, Ted & Ruth Jaszcak, Cliff Roberts. 
 

GIVE ELECTRONICALLY There are “Simply Giving” forms available in the 

Narthex and online at: http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-

content/uploads/2021/05/Simply-Giving-Form.pdf Never have to remember your 

check or envelope on Sundays.  If you like the idea of "dropping" your envelope in 

the offering plate on Sundays, you can place your empty envelope in the plate with 

the words "Simply Giving" on your envelope. It’s safe, it’s easy and it’s convenient. 

If you have questions on how to fill out the form, talk with Mary in the office. 
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS are available on the table in the 

Narthex. Have your child pick up a clipboard with a bulletin and activities. Each 

clipboard has a pencil box with pencils, pens, and crayons to use each week.  We 

are anticipating a Sunday School program to start soon, until then, pick up a 

clipboard. 
 

CRAFTERS! The countdown is closing in … 3 weeks to go to our Bazaar and one 

crafting day! We welcome crafts that people are making on their own. However, if 

you want to join our crafting group, we meet one more time on Monday, Oct. 11th. 

The week of Oct. 25th will be our lefsa making and set up for the bazaar on the 

30th. Other Bazaar preparations: “Cookie Walk” — We are asking for donations of 

6 dozen holiday cookies from each active member household for the cookie walk.  

Lefse Making days are 8 am Monday, Oct. 25 and Tuesday, Oct. 26. Jelly Making 

day has been declared for Monday, Oct. 18 at 8:30 am. 
 

2021 HOLIDAY BAZAAR Is on for October 30th from 9am to 1 pm. Tickets for 

our ‘Biggest Raffle Yet’ are available in the Fellowship Hall and you can find them 

on our website at: http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-

raffle-tickets.pdf Print your own and mail them in. Masks will be required to enter 

the building. 
 

http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Simply-Giving-Form.pdf
http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Simply-Giving-Form.pdf
http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-raffle-tickets.pdf
http://blcmalmo.org/WP2016/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-raffle-tickets.pdf


ANNOUNCEMENTS                  (continued) 
 

UPCOMING FLU SHOT CLINIC Aitkin County Health & Human Services will 

host a Flu Shot Clinic here at Bethesda on October 12, 2021, from 1:00-4:00pm. 

They will have the high dose flu vaccine available for those 65 and older. In 

addition to the regular flu shot, the Pfizer Covid booster vaccine 

will be available for those six months out from their 2nd dose 

and over 65 (or have a medical condition that puts them at 

higher risk).  To register for your flu shot that day you can scan 

the QR code to the right, visit Aitkin County’s website at 

www.co.aitkin.mn.us, or call Public Health at 927-7200 or      

1-800-328-3744. Walk-ins will be welcome!  
 

GRIEF SHARE Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo will be starting a Grief 

Support Group on Tuesday, October 26th, 2021, from 4:00-6:00pm.  The sessions 

will run every Tuesday for 12-13 weeks. Anyone interested can simply show up. 

You are not required to attend all session but are urged to.  Free will donation 

accepted but not required.  Pre-registration is encouraged, but not required. Call the 

church office to register or register the at your first meeting. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED - Please consider serving on your church 

council for the upcoming fiscal year.  We will need 4 - 5 new council members 

beginning in January, and we'd ask you to consider, “Is this your time to serve?” 

Please contact Pastor James or any of the current council members with questions, 

or to let them know of your interest to serve. 
  

BUDGET REQUEST FORMS  Each committee will receive the 2022 Budget 

Request forms in their In Boxes in the office by the end of this week.  The 

Stewardship committee is requesting that all committees have these forms fill out 

and returned by October 31st, 2021.  
 

CHRISTMAS MARKETPLACE at Light of the Cross Lutheran Church in 

Garrison. Used a bit Christmas Décor & Collectables and Bake Sale. Saturday, 

October 23rd from 10:00-2:00.  
 

 

 

Children’s Message 

Old Turtle by Douglas Wood 

Digital reading by Melissa Fain can be found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0itq-Uk43mE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0itq-Uk43mE%20

