Sunday February 13, 2022
Bread of Life — Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor James Muske
320-583-5796

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 218-839-8193
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 218-839-8193
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT
We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

Hearing Assistance is available during the service.
Please notify usher if you would like assistance




ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN: “One Bread One Body” #496 ELW
(Please rise on the last verse)
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us
by name.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
2



Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have
left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us
and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and
reflect your love for all creation. Amen.

Rejoice in this good news: In - Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of sustenance,

Provide us with your living bread daily so that we might be brought to
eternal life. Help us share your living bread with all who will receive it.
Amen.

PSALM: Psalm 34: 1-10  (Read Responsively)

I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
’My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad.
30 magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

*I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my
fears.

°Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed.

°This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD, and was saved from
every trouble.

"The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers
them.

®0 taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in
him.

°0 fear the LORD, you his holy ones, for those who fear him have no want.



%The young lions suffer want and hunger, but those who seek the LORD
lack no good thing.

GOSPEL READING: John 6:35-59

Glory to you, O Lord
$Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 3®But | said to you that
you have seen me and yet do not believe. 3’Everything that the Father gives me
will come to me, and anyone who comes to me | will never drive away; 3for |
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who
sent me. *°And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of
all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. °This is indeed the will
of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life;
and | will raise them up on the last day."
*IThen the Jews began to complain about him because he said, "I am the bread
that came down from heaven." “They were saying, "lIs not this Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'l have come
down from heaven'?" #3Jesus answered them, Do not complain among
yourselves. “*No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me;
and | will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, '‘And
they shall all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the
Father comes to me. “®Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is
from God; he has seen the Father. 4"Very truly, | tell you, whoever believes has
eternal life. 81 am the bread of life. 4°Your ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. *°This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so
that one may eat of it and not die. >*1 am the living bread that came down from
heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will
give for the life of the world is my flesh."
2The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us
his flesh to eat?" >3So Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. **Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and | will raise them up

on the last day; >>for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. *®Those
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who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. >"Just as the
living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will
live because of me. *8This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live forever." >*He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at
Capernaum.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”
#494 ELW
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for the words which you have spo - ken,now we give you thanks, O Lord,
by vour call to heavn a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.
may the church still wait-mg for vou keep love’s tie un - bro - ken, Lord.
m the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.

Please stand if you are able
APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
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the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to

pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who
profess your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through
your church speak continued blessing into the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless fruit
trees with an abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land
that has eroded after deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire
leaders to collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain
truth-tellers and social movements that challenge society to become more honest
and just. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend to
those struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all
who are hungry. Console those who face persecution. Grant peace to all who
suffer (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream for the
future you are preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all the
reformers. Bless new projects and new ministry partnerships. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the resurrection.
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We praise you for the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of
eternal life with you (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE - Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our
journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and
prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our
light. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION to COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good
news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of
your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and

who calls you by name, ++ bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever. Amen.



CLOSING HYMN:
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in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus r1is en will bring in the king - dom.
DISMISSAL

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.




THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Greeters: Bev & Wally Swensen
Ushers: Dick Stebbins & Darrell Kelly
Hospitality:

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week:
Attendance: Sunday, February 6, 2022: In Person: 9:00 am _52 Online: _xx

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Cliff Roberts, Evelyn Richter

2021 YEAR END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available for pick
up in the Fellowship Hall along with your 2022 giving envelopes.

END OF LIFE SEMINARS Bethesda Lutheran Church is offering four free
seminars as part of an ‘End of Life’ series. Our second session will be on
Wednesday, Feb. 16 at 11 am. Retired Funeral Director, Jerry Thompson from
Aitkin will speak on funeral planning including Celebration of Life planning and
obituary considerations. Session is about 40 minutes long with questions
following. Bring your own bag lunch.

ISLE COMMUNITY LENTEN CANTATA You are invited to join Isle
Community Lenten Choir and participate in an enriching musical and spiritual
experience. First Rehearsal Feb. 27™ at Faith Lutheran Church in Isle.
Registration begins at 2:15pm, rehearsals 2:30-4:00pm Sundays in Lent.
Performance on Good Friday, April 15, 2022, at 7:30pm. See poster in Narthex
for more information.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda Feb. 14, 2022 — Feb. 20, 2022
Monday 2/14 9:00 am Women’s Devotional Bible Study
11:30 am Pinochle
7:00 pm AA/Alanon

Wednesday 2/16 9-4:.00 pm WIC
9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
11:00 am Seminar: Funeral Planning

Sunday 2120 9:00 am Worship in Person & Live Stream
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