
Sunday February 6, 2022 
Healing Stories – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

  
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 

 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 

Hearing Assistance is available during the service. 

Please notify usher if you would like assistance 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN:   “We Come to You for Healing Lord” #617 ELW       

(Please rise on the last verse) 

 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us 

by name. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children.  We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.  

Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have 

left  undone.  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us 
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and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and 

reflect your love for all creation.  Amen. 
 

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.  You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and 

inheritors of eternal life.  Live as freed and forgiven children of God.   

Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

God of miracles, 

Sometimes we are slow to believe in your power, even when your miracles 

occur all around us each and every day.  Open our eyes to see and our 

hearts to believe. Amen. 

PSALM: Psalm 40:1-5    (Read Responsively) 
 

1I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 

upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  Many will see 

and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 
4Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not turn to the 

proud, to those who go astray after false gods. 
5You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your 

thoughts toward us; none can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of 

them, they would be more than can be counted. 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 5:1-18 
      Glory to you, O Lord 
 

1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-

zatha, which has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids — blind, lame, and 

paralyzed. 5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When 

Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said 

to him, "Do you want to be made well?" 7The sick man answered him, "Sir, I 

have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am 

making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me." 8Jesus said to him, 

"Stand up, take your mat and walk." 9At once the man was made well, and he 

took up his mat and began to walk. 
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Now that day was a sabbath. 10So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, 

"It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat." 11But he answered 

them, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Take up your mat and 

walk.'" 12They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Take it up and 

walk'?" 13Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus 

had disappeared in the crowd that was there. 14Later Jesus found him in the 

temple and said to him, "See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so 

that nothing worse happens to you." 15The man went away and told the Jews that 

it was Jesus who had made him well. 16Therefore the Jews started persecuting 

Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. 17But Jesus answered 

them, "My Father is still working, and I also am working." 18For this reason the 

Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the 

sabbath, but was also calling God his own Father, thereby making himself equal 

to God. 

Word of God, Word of Life.     Thanks be to God 

SERMON    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   “God Bless the Hands”    #1022 ACS 
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Please stand if you are able 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to 

pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
A brief silence. 

Equip your church to proclaim the good news that we have first received: the 

forgiveness and grace shown to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out as apostles, 

sharing the hope of your salvation with a waiting world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy are you, O God of hosts. Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 

Reveal your splendor in fiery sunsets and in deep blue twilights. Teach us to 

recognize you in the beauty of our natural world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Soften the hearts of rulers and governments that they perceive and tend to the 

needs of their people. Remove corruption and the impulse toward violence. 

Protect first responders and military personnel who risk their lives in service of 

others. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon those who look to you for 

hope and healing. Bless doctors, nurses, social workers, therapists, and all 

caregivers. Draw near to those who are scared, sick, or in pain (especially). God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

The disciples received help from partners as they brought in an abundant catch 

of fish. So strengthen this congregation’s partnerships with community 
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organizations and ministries. Multiply our shared efforts and bring joy to our 

relationships. God of grace, 

hear our prayer.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for our ancestors in faith who boldly answered your call. By 

their example give us courage to live in faith and to proclaim your mercy until 

the day that you gather us into your glory. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen.  
 

PEACE  - Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate. 

 

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe.  You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our 

journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and 

prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our 

light.   Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 

INVITATION to COMMUNION 

Come to God’s table. 

There is a place for you and enough for all.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.  Send us to bring good 

news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of 

your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING  

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Go My Children with My Blessing” #543 ELW 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!  

Please come again.  
 

 

 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 
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Ushers: Chuck & Elsa Carlson 

Greeters: Julie Swaggert & Dennis Hennessy  

Hospitality:  
 

Thank you for your service! 

 
 

Response to God’s Word Last Week: 

Attendance: Sunday, January 30, 2022: In Person: 9:00 am  48  .Online:    12   ..   
 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                               Feb. 7, 2022 – Feb. 13, 2022 

Monday         2/7        11:30 am      Pinochle  

         7:00 pm       AA/Alanon 
 

Tuesday        2/8                   9:00 am Quilters 

        4-6:00 pm    Grief Share 
               

Wednesday   2/9               9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
 

Sunday          2/13                9:00 am  Worship in Person & Live Stream 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Evelyn Richter, Cliff Roberts 
 

ATTENDANCE REGISTRY Please sign and pass the attendance registry 

which you will find in the pew. This information is gathered for annual reports 

to the Synod.  
 

BLESSING BOX The first Sunday of every month we pass the “Blessing Box”.  

If you feel blessed, please contribute to the Blessing Box today to help others.  

All donations will go to local area benevolences.  Thank you! What a Blessing! 
 

2021 YEAR END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available for pick 

up in the Fellowship Hall along with your 2022 giving envelopes. 
 

END OF LIFE SEMINARS Bethesda Lutheran Church is offering four free 

seminars as part of an ‘End of Life’ series. Our second session will be on 

Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 11 am. Retired Funeral Director, Jerry Thompson from 

Aitkin will speak on funeral planning including Celebration of Life planning and 

obituary considerations. Session is about 40 minutes long with questions 

following. Bring your own bag lunch. 
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ISLE COMMUNITY LENTEN CANTATA You are invited to join Isle 

Community Lenten Choir and participate in an enriching musical and spiritual 

experience.  First Rehearsal Feb. 27th at Faith Lutheran Church in Isle.  

Registration begins at 2:15pm, rehearsals 2:30-4:00pm Sundays in Lent.  

Performance on Good Friday, April 15, 2022, at 7:30pm. See poster in Narthex 

for more information. 
 


