Sunday March 6, 2022

Jesus Raises Lazarus — First Sunday in Lent
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MISSION STATEMENT
We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

Hearing Assistance is available during the service.
Please notify usher if you would like assistance




OPENING HYMN: “Glory of These Forty Days” #320 ELW
(Please Rise on the last Verse)
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us,

and guides us in our pilgrimage.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your
promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have
squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our
midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to
follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our
neighbor.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall
be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under
wings of love. In +F Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you
and teaches you how to live in love.

Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of new life,

As Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, renew and restore us to new life,
leaving in the grave all that prevents us from loving you fully. Amen.

PSALM: Psalm 104:27-30 (Read Responsively)

"These all look to you to give them their food in due season;

28when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they
are filled with good things.

2%When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their
breath, they die and return to their dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the
face of the ground.

GOSPEL READING: John 11:1-44
Glory to you, O Lord

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." “But when Jesus heard it, he
said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it." >Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ®after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The
disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and
are you going there again?" ®Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the
light of this world. 1°But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is
not in them." L After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but | am going there to awaken him." ?The disciples said to him, "Lord,
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." $3Jesus, however, had been speaking
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. *Then
Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake | am glad | was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." **Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with
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him."

1"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. 8Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, **and many of
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their

brother. 2°When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 2*!Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. ??But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise

again." *Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day." 2°Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 2°and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 2’She said to him, "Yes,
Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world."

28\When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 2And when she heard it,
she got up quickly and went to him. *®*Now Jesus had not yet come to the village,
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 3The Jews who were with
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep

there. 3>When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have

died." *3When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, "Where
have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 3Jesus began to
weep. *°So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 3’But some of them said,
"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?"

3Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. 3®Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days." “°Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?" 4'So they took away the stone. And Jesus
looked upward and said, "Father, | thank you for having heard me. #?l knew that
you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here,
so that they may believe that you sent me." “*When he had said this, he cried
with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" “‘The dead man came out, his hands and
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feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, "Unbind him, and let him go."

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Death be Never Last”
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APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the

world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your
people learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are
tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all plant
and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who
work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government
officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to
deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or
contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia.
Command your angels concerning all who are sick (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the table for
our communion celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of this
meal with those who are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for those who have died (especially). Gather them with all the
saints into your heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all
who call upon your name are saved. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake
of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE - Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.
OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your
feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer
here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION to COMMUNION
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.

Amen.

BLESSING

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for
the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, -+ bless you this
day and always.

Amen.



CLOSING HYMN: “Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land” #333 ELW
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.



Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Greeters: Pat Becker & Susan Samuelson
Ushers: Wayne & Janice Olson
Hospitality:

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week:
Attendance: Sunday, February 27, 2022: In Person: 9:00 am _46 Online: _21

Wednesday, March 2, 2022:_In Person: 9:00 am _18 Online: _8

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST:

BETHESDA QUILTERS need donations of clean used mattress pads and
blankets to make Lutheran World Relief quilts. Please leave in the Fellowship
Hall by the Quilter’s Door. Many Thanks.

END OF LIFE SEMINARS Our next End of Life session will be on
Wednesday, March 16 at 11 am. Bethesda parishioner Cindy Perrson, a RN and
public health nurse specializing in home health care and hospice care will speak
about hospice care and Death Doulas. Session is about 40 minutes long with
questions following. Bring your own bag lunch.

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES will continue in person thru out the
Lent Season. Services will be at 5:30pm.

ISLE COMMUNITY LENTEN CANTATA You are invited to join Isle
Community Lenten Choir and participate in an enriching musical and spiritual
experience. First Rehearsal Feb. 27™ at Faith Lutheran Church in Isle.
Registration begins at 2:15pm, rehearsals 2:30-4:00pm Sundays in Lent.
Performance on Good Friday, April 15, 2022, at 7:30pm. See poster in Narthex
for more information.




WOMEN of the ELCA HEARTLAND SPRING CONFERENCE - Saturday,
April 9, 2022 Zion Lutheran Church in Milaca 245 Central Ave South, Milaca.
See poster in Narthex for more information.

SUNDAYS = FUN DAYS Come join us for a movie afternoon at Bethesda’s
theater! Save Sunday, March 13th, 2-4 pm to watch the Disney movie;
"Encanto”. We will supply Popcorn, Pizza, and Refreshments! And if you
LOVE to play games, join us on Sunday, March 27, from 2-4 pm, for Game
Day! Bring your favorite game to play with others. Refreshments and snacks
provided.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda Mar. 7, 2022 — Mar. 13, 2022
Monday 3/7 7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 3/8 9:00 am Quilters
Wednesday 3/9 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Lent Worship
Thursday  3/10 8:00 am ROMEOs
Sunday 3/13 9:00 am Worship in Person & Live Stream

2-4:00 pm  Pizza & Movie Disney’s “Encanto”
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