Sunday July 24, 2022

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
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BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor James Muske
320-583-5796

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT
We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

Hearing Assistance is available during the service.
Please notify usher if you would like assistance




ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST: Judy Wuorio, Elsa Carlson, Barb Westerlund.

USHERS & GREETERS Looking for someone to take over coordinating
Ushers & Greeters for our Sunday services. Please contact Jim Christensen or
the office if you are willing to take over this position.

ALTAR CARE could use a few more people to help prepare Sunday
communion, if you are interested, contact Dianne Jones. Thanks

SUMMER LAWN MOWING Please enjoy the outdoors and sign up to help
mow the church lawn this summer. Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

CAMP NOAH “Every child at Camp Noah receives a tied fleece blanket to use
and take home at the end of camp. The blankets are wonderful gifts, but more
than that, they are a recovery tool for children, providing much needed comfort
as they continue to process their disaster/or trauma experience.” Ten women
from WELCA got together on Wednesday to tie 13 fleece blankets for Camp
Noah. Camp Noah is in St Paul and is a ministry of LSS. The material for these
blankets were made possible in part by a grant from Thrivent.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda July 25, 2022 — July 31, 2022
Monday 7125 11:30 am Card Players

7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 7/26 9:00 am Quilters

4:00 pm Bell Practice
5:30 pm Choir Practice
6:30 pm Praise Team

Wednesday 7/27 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study

Thursday  7/28 8:00 am ROMEOQOs

Saturday  7/30 7:30 am Veggie Stand

Sunday 7/31 9:00 am Worship in person and live stream
OPENING HYMN: “Lord of Light” (vs1,2,4) #688 ELW

Please rise on the last verse
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own
way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best
seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by
on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.

Amen.

Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon

and mercy. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free
to love as God loves.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God,

you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy.

Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good
things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Down to the River to Pray”

SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32
““Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah
and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”
’2So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the LORD. “°Then Abraham came near and said, “Will
you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? “*Suppose there are fifty
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it
for the fifty righteous who are in it? “°Far be it from you to do such a thing, to
slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far
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be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” °And the
LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the
whole place for their sake.” ?’ Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and ashes. “®Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he
said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” “?Again he spoke to him,
“Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not
do it.” *“Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty
are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” **He said,
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” **Then he
said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm 138  (Read Responsively)

‘I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods |
will sing your praise.

1 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because
of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things.

*When | called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.

“All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have
heard the words of your mouth.

°They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.

°The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from
afar.

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth
your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

®You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love
endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.



Please stand for the gospel

GOSPEL.: Luke 11:1-13

Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”’He
said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread. “And forgive us our sins, for we
ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of
trial.”

°And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; °for a friend of
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” “And he answers from
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children
are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ °l tell you, even
though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least
because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

*“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. ‘°For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. *'Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give
a snake instead of a fish? *“Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion?
“1f you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: *“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #742 ELW
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Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in

prayer.



A brief silence.

Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church. Embolden church leaders
to take risks for the sake of the gospel, and equip the baptized to proclaim your
extravagant love for the whole world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in the works of your hands, we pray for the natural world. Make rivers
and lakes, oceans and all waterways, sparkle with your radiance. Protect water
sources (local water sources may be named) and strengthen those who defend
them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the world.
Inspire all rulers and governing authorities with your justice. Guide the work of
legislators and public officials, that they advocate for the well-being of those
they serve. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have hunger,
give daily bread. To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us to the
cries of those who suffer (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this congregation. Bless the prayer and
fellowship ministries in this place. Call us together in times of praise and
blessing, trouble and sorrow, in your holy name. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Buried with Christ in baptism and raised with him to new life, we give thanks
for your saints who rest in your eternal presence. Join our voices with theirs as
we sing of your great glory. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom,

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate



OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good
of all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER - Led by Praise Team

INVITATION to COMMUNION

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

BLESSING

The God of peace, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: <“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” #783 WOV
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Music: Adult Choir

Ushers: Barry & Donna Ansell
Greeters: Ron & JoAnn Hagland
Hospitality: Del & Dianne Jones

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Attendance: Sunday, July 17, 2022: In Person: 9:00am: 70 Online: x
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