
A Celebration of Life for 
Randy Zahradka 

June 2, 1949 – October 1, 2022 
 

Saturday, October 8th, 2022, at 11:00am 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC 
 

GATHERING (at the entrance)                Page 279 ELW 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, 

the Savior of the world. 

We are gathered to worship, 

to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 

to remember before God our brother Randy, 

to give thanks for his life, 

to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 

and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 

OPENING HYMN                #817 ELW  

“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM          Page 280 ELW 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 

we were baptized into his death. 

We were buried therefore with him 

by baptism into death, 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we shall certainly be united with him  

in a resurrection like his. 



GREETING         Page 281 ELW 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

O God of grace and glory, 

we remember before you today our brother Randy. 

We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 

as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 

In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 

Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 

in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in 

confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 

heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURES 
 

Psalm: 139:1-12 

 1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

 2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

 you discern my thoughts from far away. 

 3You search out my path and my lying down, 

 and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Even before a word is on my tongue, 

 O LORD, you know it completely. 

 5You hem me in, behind and before, 



 and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

 it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

 7Where can I go from your spirit? 

 Or where can I flee from your presence? 

 8If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

 if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

 9If I take the wings of the morning 

 and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

 10even there your hand shall lead me, 

 and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

 11If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

 and the light around me become night," 

 12even the darkness is not dark to you; 

 the night is as bright as the day, 

 for darkness is as light to you. 

   

Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 

palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

 "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!" 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders 

and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 

throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 

 "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 



 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed 

in white, and where have they come from?" 14I said to him, "Sir, you 

are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who 

have come out of the great ordeal ;they have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

 and worship him day and night within his temple, 

 and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

 the sun will not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 

Please stand for the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:1-6 

     1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 

me. 2In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am 

going."   5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are 

going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.          



SERMON         Rev. Jessica L. Olson 
 

HYMN:        “Abide With Me”     #629 ELW 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC          “How Great Thou Art”   

         Artist: Elvis Presley 

THE PRAYERS     

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together 

into one communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole 

church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 

may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in 

your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have 

strength for the days ahead. God of mercy, 



hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 

that, where this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead 

us to bear witness to your light and life. God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust 

in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to 

life everlasting. God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior 

Jesus Christ destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he 

opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that 

because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 

things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your 

love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER            
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

COMMENDATION     

Let us commend Randy to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Silence is kept. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Randy. 

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 

of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 

Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 

everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 



Amen. 

Let us go forth in peace, 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”      #759 ELW    
 

Please proceed outside for the Military Honors in the parking lot. 

 

 

Welcome to this Celebration of Life for Randy Zahradka. Please take a 

moment to remember Randy and the joy he brought to everyone he 

touched.  We thank you God for giving us the opportunity to know and 

love your Son and for bringing Randy into our lives.   

  

Randy’s family would like to thank you for your presence and prayers.  

You are all invited for a time of conversation, consolation and refreshment 

in the church’s Fellowship Hall following the service. 
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