
Sunday January 15, 2023 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 

Hearing Assistance is available during the service. 

Please notify usher if you would like assistance 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:  
 

 

YEAR END TAX STATEMENTS  are available in the Fellowship Hall, please pick 

them up. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2023 are here!  Please pick up your envelopes in the 

Fellowship Hall.  
 

SIGN UP TO RECYCLE There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall to take 

recycling to Westerland’s in Malmo every 2nd and 4th week of the month.  If you can 

help, please sign up. 
 

MOVIE DAY TODAY is scheduled for today, Sunday, Jan. 15 at 2:00pm. The 

movie will be of interest to adults with kids' movies available. Some treats like 

popcorn and or pizza will be available. Freewill donation. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda               January 16, 2023 – January 22, 2023 

Monday        1/16 10:00 am Council Meeting 

  11:30 am Cards 

                     7:00 pm  AA/Alanon  
 
 

 

Wednesday   1/18             9:00 am Women’s Bible Study  
 

    

Thursday      1/19    8:00 am ROMEOS  
 
 

Sunday         1/22    9:00 am   Worship Service/Baptism 
    in person & live stream 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

OPENING HYMN:   “Rise Shine you People”      #665 ELW 

(Please Stand on the last Verse) 
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have not practiced your righteousness.  Our hearts have turned away from 

you.  For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be   

reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now 

declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ 

our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Holy God,  

our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through 

your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and 

joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Please be seated 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 

 1 Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The 

LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named 

me. 
 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 
 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and 

vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” 
 5 And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to 

bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am 

honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength— 
 6 he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 

tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to 

the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
 7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 

despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand 

up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is 

faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.     Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM: Psalm  40:1-11    (Read Responsively) 
1 I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2 He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 

upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see 

and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 
4  Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not turn to the 

proud, to those who go astray after false gods. 
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5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your 

thoughts toward us; none can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of 

them, they would be more than can be counted. 
6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open 

ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 
7 Then I said, "Here I am; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 
8 I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart." 
9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have 

not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 
10 I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, I have spoken of 

your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast 

love and your faithfulness  from the great congregation. 
11 Do not, O LORD, withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast love and 

your faithfulness keep me safe forever. 
 

SECOND READING:   1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified 

in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place 

call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in 

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ 

has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 

gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.     Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand for the gospel 
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GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 

 Glory to you, O Lord 
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, 

‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I 

myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 

he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not 

know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 

God.” 

 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he 

watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The 

two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned 

and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said 

to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, 

and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 
40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have 

found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to 

Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be 

called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:    “Lamb of God”     #336 ELW 

Your only Son, no sin to hide 

But you have sent him from your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod 

And to become the Lamb of God 
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Chorus  

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God 

I love the holy Lamb of God 

O wash me in His precious blood 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God  

 

Your gift of love they crucified 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died 

The humble King, they named a fraud 

And sacrificed the Lamb of God  Chorus 

 

I was so lost I should have died 

But you have brought me to your side 

To be led by your staff and rod 

And to be called a lamb of God   Chorus 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of your 

faithfulness, sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the earth. Bless 

the witness of missionaries (synodical mission starts and missionaries supported 

by the congregation may be named). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters: 

protect them from pollution, support plants and animals who depend on them, 

and bring rain in places of drought. Guide us in protecting local waterways 

(especially) and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



8 
 

In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show 

your mercy to all nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies 

with righteousness; equip judges with discernment and compassion. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and 

communities suffering violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the 

shadow of your hand and make us signs of your faithfulness to all in need (We 

pray especially for . . .). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr., 

give us bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished 

arrow, give us courage to receive your call to repentance and racial justice. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for the 

testimony of those who have died in the faith. Strengthen us as we wait for the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen 

 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate 

 

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, 
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you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.  Receive 

these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power,  

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.  You we magnify and 

adore, through Jesus our Savior,  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

INVITATION to COMMUNION     

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with 

you.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ 

bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:    “Arise, Your Light Has Come”  #314 ELW 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!  

Please come again.  
 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Music: Digital Hymnal 

Ushers: Sherry Whipple & Winnie Zahradka   

Greeters: Carolyn Morris 

Hospitality:  
 

Thank you for your service! 
 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

Attendance:  Sunday, January 8, 2023: - In Person: 9:00am:   61   Online:   6  . 


