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READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

Glory to you, O Lord 
Chapter 1 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 

deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was 

light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 

light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 
6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 

and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7So God made the 

dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 

waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the 

dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

second day. 
9And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 

into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 10God 

called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God 

said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and 

fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." 

And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the 

seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening 

and there was morning, the third day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 

separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God 

made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and 
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the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. 17God set them in 

the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the 

day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 

And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fourth day. 
20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 

sky." 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, 

and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 22God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 

kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of 

every kind." And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 

was good. 
26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according 

to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 

the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creeps upon the earth." 

 27So God created humankind in his image, 

   in the image of God he created them; 

   male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 

the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 

living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have 

given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
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earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 

food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was 

so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Chapter 2 
1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 

multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he 

had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 

he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 
4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created.  In the day that the Lord GOD made the earth and the 

heavens,  

Word of God, Word of Life      Thanks be to God 
 

SERMON       
 

HYMN  “God, Who Stretch the Spangled Heavens”   

#771 ELW 
1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens 

 infinite in time and place, 

 flung the suns in burning radiance 

 through the silent fields of space: 

 we, your children in your likeness, 

 share inventive pow'rs with you; 

 great Creator, still creating, 

 show us what we yet may do. 

 

2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of 

 since the childhood of our race; 

 known the ecstasy of winging 
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 through untraveled realms of space; 

 probed the secrets of the atom, 

 yielding unimagined pow'r, 

 facing us with life's destruction 

 or our most triumphant hour. 

 

3 As each far horizon beckons, 

 may it challenge us anew: 

 children of creative purpose, 

 serving others, hon'ring you. 

 May our dreams prove rich with promise; 

 each endeavor well begun; 

 great Creator, give us guidance 

 till our goals and yours are one. 

 
 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER (continued) 

• THE ANNUNCIATION AND THE  

MAGNIFICAT 

• LITANY 
 

CLOSING PRAYERS 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human 

nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us 

share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.   

Amen. 
 

• FINAL BLESSING 
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