
Sunday January 21, 2024 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

  
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 

320-583-5796 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Dick Gripp who passed away on Jan. 17th. His 

funeral will be this week. 
 

MONTHLY TITHING  For your convenience we have direct deposit forms in the 

Narthex.  You can sign up indefinitely or sign up for a few months if you’re going 

south for the winter.   

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2024 are here!  Please pick up your envelopes in the 

Narthex.  

YEAR END TAX GIVING STATEMENTS are available in the Narthex on the table 

heading into the Fellowship Hall. 

LECTORS NEEDED  we are looking for volunteers to read aloud the scriptures on 

Sunday mornings.  Sign-up sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the 

Fellowship Hall and include the weekly readings. 

POINSETTIAS Please take your poinsettia home after service today if you ordered 

one. 

NEW TO BETHESDA GATHERING Have you joined our community over 

the past year? Maybe been around for some time but have never become an 
official member? Whether you are interested in official membership or not, if you 

have been wanting to learn a little bit more about our congregation and looking to 

deepen your relationship with us, please join Pastor at Castaways on January 
30 @ 5pm to chat and enjoy the Tuesday night “Burger Special”. If you are 

interested or have any questions, please let Pastor James know. We hope you 

can join us! 
 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda          January 22, 2024 thru January 28, 2024 

Monday    1/22 11:30 am Pinochle 
      7:00 pm AA/Alanon 

Tuesday   1/23        9:00 am   Chair Yoga 
 

Wednesday  1/24   9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
 

Thursday   1/25        8:00 am  ROMEOs 

        9:15am    Chair Yoga 

Sunday   1/28    9:00am    Worship in Person or Live Stream 
 

 

OPENING HYMN:   “I Love to Tell the Story”      #661 ELW 

  (Please rise on the last verse) 
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of 

truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you.  We have known you but have not always 

loved you.  We have wounded one another and sinned against you.  We have 

not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us.  Remember 

your covenant.  Renew your creation.  Restore us, that we might proclaim 
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your good news to all.  Amen. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.  God has spoken: The time of grace is 

now.  In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.  By the authority of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven.  You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God,  

by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 

set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh 

was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into 

the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh 

shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed 

a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 

and he did not do it.  
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 
5 For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 
6 God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never 

be shaken. 
7 In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
8 Put your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before the one 

who is our refuge.  
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9 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be 

trusted. Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
10 Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; though wealth 

increase, set not your heart upon it. 
11 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, that power belongs to God. 
12  Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you repay all according to their 

deeds. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 

those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as 

though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 

rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who 

deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form 

of this world is passing away. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 

 Glory to You, O Lord 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 

of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 

them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they 

left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 

nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the hired men, and followed him. 
The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Go to the World”   #991 ACS 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you 
never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church 

wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans 

and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger 

water sources and the people who depend on them. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our 

nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and 
truth. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
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God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse 
and sustain all who minister to them (as the martyr, Agnes, ministered to victims 

of sexual abuse). Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, those living in 

poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain (especially). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, 

empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are 
uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect 

us. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them 

into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your 
salvation. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   -  Please be seated as the Ushers pass the offering plate. 

Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Holy One,  

for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us.  

Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, 

Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 

Come and see. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.  Raise us to life by your 

power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:  “I Want To Walk As a Child of the Light”    #815 ELW 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! 

Please come again. 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Greeters: Carolyn Morris & Sherry Whipple 

Ushers: Mark & Mary Vukelich 

Lector:  LuAnn Gordon 

Hospitality:  Myra Honl, Lynne & Denny Meidlinger & Bev & Wally Swenson 

Thank you for your service! 

Response to God’s Word Last Week: 

Sunday, January 14, 2024:  In Person: 9:00am      44   .  Online:    9    . 


