
Sunday February 18, 2024 
First Sunday in Lent 

  
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 

320-583-5796 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP:    “Come Bring Your Burdens to God”  on screen 

XHOSA x 2 

 Woza nomthwalo wakho; 

 woza nomthwalo wakho; 

 woza nomthwalo wakho, 

 Uyes'akasozathi hayi. 
 

ENGLISH x 4 

 Come, bring your burdens to God; 

 come, bring your burdens to God; 

 come, bring your burdens to God, 

 for Jesus will never say no. 
 

XHOSA  

 Woza nomthwalo wakho; 

 woza nomthwalo wakho; 

 woza nomthwalo wakho, 

 Uyes'akasozathi hayi. 
 

Text: South African; English text Barbara Clark, Mairi Munro, and Martine Stemerick 

English text © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: TODAY! Back by popular demand:  Junk Bingo! At 

2:00pm. Free will donations for bingo cards. Bring an appetizer to share.  
 

HOSPITALITY HOSTS NEEDED!  Sign up on the bulletin board next to the 

serving counter in the Fellowship Hall.  There are treats in the freezer to serve if 

you don’t bake.  
 

NATURE TRAIL CLEAN UP Wednesday, February 21st from 10:00-Noon. 

Come dressed for the weather. Lunch and Refreshments will be served 

afterwards. Bring rakes, gloves, and a wheelbarrow if anyone has one. 
 

ISLE COMMUNITY LENTEN CANTATA Performance on Good Friday, 

March 29, 2024, at 7:30pm. See poster in Narthex for more information. Join the 

choir! Rehearsals on Sundays in Lent 2:30-4:00pm (Feb 18, 25, Mar 3, 10,17,24) 
 

LECTORS NEEDED  we need lectors for the next following weeks of Lent.  

Sign-up sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall 

and include the weekly readings. 
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THIS WEEK AT Bethesda       Feb. 19, 2024 thru Feb. 25, 2024 
 

Monday   2/19       President’s Day 

      11:30 am  Pinochle 

              7:00 pm  AA/Alanon 
 

 

Tuesday   2/20       9:00 am    Chair Yoga 
         

Wednesday 2/21 – 9:00-4:00 WIC 

    9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

             9:00 am  Nature Trail Cleanup 

     5:30 pm  Potluck 

        6:30 pm  Worship  
 

Thursday  2/22       8:00 am   ROMEOs 

                         9:15 am     Chair Yoga 
 

Sunday    2/25   9:00 am          Worship in Person or Live Stream 
 

 

OPENING HYMN:           “Jesus, Still Lead On”    #624 ELW 

    (Please rise on the last verse) 
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 

draws all people together through Jesus. 

Amen. 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free.  We 

hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold.  We speak in ways 

that silence others.  We are silent when we should speak up.  We keep score 

in our hearts.  We let hurts grow into hatred.  For all these things and for 

sins only you know, forgive us, Lord.  Amen. 

 

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of 

life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, heavenly Father,  

in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of 

temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. 

May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power 

over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living 

creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the 

earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with 
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you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 

again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of 

the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is 

with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall 

be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over 

the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is 

between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I 

will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of 

the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 

 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my 

enemies triumph over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame 

who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in 

you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from 

everlasting. 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me 

according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in 

your way.  

 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who 

keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
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18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 

order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not 

as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven 

and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject 

to him. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15 

 Glory to You, O Lord 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in 

the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 

the angels waited on him. 

 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Thy Holy Wings”       #613 ELW 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 

well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We 

give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people (especially that of 

Martin Luther, renewer of the church, whom we commemorate today). Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. 

Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve 

species and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations 

of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation (organizations 

may be named). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, 

ill, afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. 

Protect any at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we 

assemble. Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, 

convalescing, or traveling (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember 

with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also 

dwell with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our 

hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   -  Please be seated as the Ushers pass the offering plate. 

 

Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus,  

you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.  Bless these gifts that we 

have gathered that all people may know your goodness.  Feed us not only 

with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  We pray this in 

your name. Amen. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Bread for the journey. 

A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Generous God, 

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.  As grains of wheat 

are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the 

name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:    “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”     #326 ELW 

 

 
 

DISSMAL  

Go in peace. Share your bread. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! 

Please come again. 

 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Greeters: Wally & Bev Swenson 

Ushers: Gary & Brenda Sjerven 

Lector:  

Hospitality:  Dorothy & Keith Mundinger, Bev Wedig 

Thank you for your service! 

Response to God’s Word Last Week: 

Sunday, February 11, 2024:  In Person: 9:00am      53   .  Online:    9   . 


