
Sunday March 31, 2024 
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 

 

        
 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 
320-583-5796 

 

 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 

Hearing Assistance is available during the service. 

Please notify usher if you would like assistance 
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP EATON 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: The family of Mary Jane Anderson who passed 

away this week. Funeral will be Wednesday, April 10, 2024. 
 

LECTORS NEEDED  we need lectors for weekly Sunday readings.  Sign-up 

sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall and 

include the weekly readings. 
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy 

coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board 

mounted in fellowship hall next to the serving window. 
 

ATTENTION CHOIR MEMBERS (or want to be Choir Members)  We will 

be starting Choir Practice on Tuesday, April 2nd at 5:30pm.  All are welcome to 

join the choir. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING a special congregational meeting will be 

called on Sunday, April 7th after worship to vote on spending money on updating 

the fire alarm system. As the cost is more than 10% of our annual budget, we 

need the congregations’ approval.  
 

WELCA will meet on April 17th at 10:00am. All women of the church are 

welcome. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                 April 1, 2024 – April 7, 2024 

Monday         4/1 11:30 am Card Players 

    7:00 pm      AA/Alanon            
 

Tuesday         4/2   9:00 am Chair Yoga 
 

Wednesday    4/3       9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
 

Thursday       4/4   8:00 am ROMEOs 

    9:15 am Chair Yoga 
 

Sunday          4/7            9:00 am  Worship in Person & Live Stream 

  10:15 am Congregational Meeting 
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OPENING HYMN:    “The Day of Resurrection!”      #361 ELW 

(Please Rise on the last Verse) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 

supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from 

death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our 

old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  Honor to you for  

waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and 
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creatures.  Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of 

the Spirit of the new creation.   

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.  Empower our 

witness to your resurrection.  Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for 

all.   

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.  Where drought dries the 

earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope.  Where chaos 

reigns, bring peace.  We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit 

reigns forever. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

O God,  

you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 

by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 

Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of 

the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 

 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 

food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged 

wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever.  

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of 

his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 
9 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that 

he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad 

and rejoice in his salvation. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
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PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 
14 The LORD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: "The right 

hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
16 the right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD does 

valiantly." 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 

give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
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and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 

 Glory to You, O Lord 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And 

very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 

tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for 

us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the 

stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the 

tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; 

and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are 

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 

here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter 

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 

you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 

seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ 

SERMON    
 

HYMN:   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   #367 ELW 
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Please stand if you are able. 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is 

persecuted, protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where 

the church is fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the 

world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 



8 
 

Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with 

branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may 

proclaim Easter hope. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities 

from occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. 

Empower peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll 

away the stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. 

Breathe new life and hope into people struggling to make it through each day. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith (name/s may be spoken here) 

and for your Spirit in our midst. Feed us at your Easter table and fill us with 

your wisdom, that we may serve and care for others. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death (especially 

John Donne and all whose ministry in the arts inspired generations to faith). 

Renew our trust in your promises, that we live with joyful courage and 

compassion. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 

Lord. 

Amen 
 

PEACE   Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate. 
 

OFFERING  Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Risen One, 
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you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

INVITATION to COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Good Christian Friends Rejoice Today” #385 ELW  

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.   

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the  

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
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BLESSING  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”   #365 ELW  

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!  

Please come again.  
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THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Greeters: Mary Braun 

Ushers: 8:30am - Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins 

             10:00am – Gary & Brenda Sjerven 

Lectors: 8:30 – Darlene Christensen   10:00 –  

Hospitality: Brenda & Gary Sjerven, Darlene Christensen, Mary Braun 
 

Thank you for your service! 
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Name       In Honor or Memory of 
 

Carolyn Bakken    Family & Maynard 

Char & Roy Berg    Parents 

Elsa & Chuck Carlson    Family 

Karen & Rich Carron    Family 

Barb & Lee Forrester    Family 

Dennis Hennessy & Julie Swaggert  Family 

Darrell Kelly    Loved Ones 

Brad & Penny Messer    Ralph, Ken & Mike 

Pastor James Muske    Family 

Sharron Roberts    Family 

Darlene Ryan    Joe Ryan 

Jenny Schuett    Dennis & many families & friends 

Brenda & Gary Sjerven    Francis Langer & Gene Sjerven 

Penny Sjoquist    Family 

Patti Smith    George Smith 

Dick & Sue Stebbins    Family & Past Loved Ones 

Sylvia Tapelt    Dieter & Monica 

Bev Wedig    Al, Jen & Travis 

2024 

Easter Lily Dedications 

 


