
Sunday April 21, 2024 
Fourth Sunday in Easter 

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske  
320-583-5796  

 

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097  

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102  

or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097  

Church Secretary: Mary Braun Ministers  
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM:  “We Remember You” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:    
 

 

JOIN THE CHOIR! The choir has started singing the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the 

month. Practice is on Tuesday nights @ 5:30pm and Praise Team practice at 

6:30pm. All are welcome to join the choir! 
 

LECTORS NEEDED we need lectors for weekly Sunday readings.  Sign-up 

sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall and 

include the weekly readings. 
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy 

coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board 

mounted in fellowship hall next to the serving window. We could use more 

cookies for the freezer. 
 

RAFFLE BASKET  Fishing for Vets has a raffle basket available to buy 

chances on. Check out the fishing items in the bucket in the Fellowship Hall 

(assorted snacks like chips, pretzels, sardines, oysters & assorted libations to 

keep you happy.  Bucket includes tackle and a $25 gift certificate to Glen 

Meats). $1/ticket. Enter as many times as you like. Must be over 21 to enter. 
 

PLASTIC BAG RECYCLE The Malmo Lions will take your used plastic 

grocery bags. There is a box on the bench in the office to recycle your plastic 

bags. 
 

HEALTHY HABITS:  Join us April 30 at 12 noon as we get together and share 

ideas around Food, Fitness, Friends, and Faith.  Lunch will be provided, please 

register at the office by Thursday (April 25) before, so adequate food can be 

prepared. Contact Mary V. with questions at mmvuke@yahoo.com or by 

phone/text at 651-230-4512.  
 
 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                    April 22, 2024 – April 28, 2024 

Monday         4/22      11:30 am  Card Players 

    7:00 pm      AA/Alanon            
 

Tuesday         4/23      9:00 am  Quilters 

    9:00 am  Chair Yoga 

  10:15 am  Property Committee Meeting 

    5:30 am   Choir Practice  
 

Wednesday    4/24       9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

mailto:mmvuke@yahoo.com
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Thursday       4/25   8:00 am   ROMEOs 

    9:15 am   Chair Yoga 

 

Sunday          4/28              9:00 am    Worship in Person & Live Stream 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia!”  #369 ELW 

  (Please Stand on the last Verse) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



4 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done 

for us.  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered 

over the deep and water became the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld 

Eden’s verdant rivers.  The ark carried your creation through the flood into a 

new day.  Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into 

freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless 

baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the flood-

gates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 

Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord Christ,  

good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us 

one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with 

Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 

high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 

they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we 
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are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 

are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to 

all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by 

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it 

has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still 

waters. 

 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your 

name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 

evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 

head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we 

ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in 

anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 

refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure 

our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than 

our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 

we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, 

because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
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 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey 

his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know 

that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 

 Glory to You, O Lord 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 

my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I 

lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 

one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 

up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ 

SERMON  
HYMN OF THE DAY:   “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”    #502 ELW  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION  

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news.  

A brief silence.  

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one 

another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and 

serve alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the 

gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, 

researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of 

caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world around us. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in 

solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those 

with power to share it and to use such power for good. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without 

housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or 

compromised immune systems. Guide communities to actively care for people 

who are vulnerable. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. 

Call us away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more 

deeply love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Strengthen us to share the 

good news in our own day. God of grace, 
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hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate 

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  

Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

INVITATION to COMMUNION     

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
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Amen. 

SENDING HYMN:      “Have No Fear Little Flock ”          
1.  Have no fear, little flock;  

have no fear, little flock,  
for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom;  
have no fear, little flock!  

 

2.  Have good cheer, little flock;  
have good cheer, little flock,  
for the Father will keep you in his love forever;  
have good cheer, little flock!  

 

3.  Praise the Lord high above;  
praise the Lord high above,  
for he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you;  
praise the Lord high above!  

 

4.  Thankful hearts raise to God;  
thankful hearts raise to God,  
for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you;  
thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!  

Please come again.  
 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Ushers: Lee & Barb Forrester  

Greeters: Gary & Brenda Sjerven 

Lector: Karen Elias  

Hospitality: Lois Johnson, David & Libby Brown, Larry & Carol Pantsari  

 

Thank you for your service! 
 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

Sunday, April 14, 2024: In Person: 9:00am   68    Online:   14  .  


