
Sunday April 7, 2024 
Second Sunday in Easter 

 

 
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske  
320-583-5796  

 

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097  

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102  

or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097  

Church Secretary: Mary Braun Ministers  
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 

 

Hearing Assistance is available during the service. 

Please notify usher if you would like assistance 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:   Libby Brown, The family of Mary Jane Anderson. 
 
 

ATTENTION CHOIR MEMBERS (or want to be Choir Members) Choir 

Practice has started on Tuesday nights at 5:30pm.  All are welcome to join the 

choir. 
 

LECTORS NEEDED we need lectors for weekly Sunday readings.  Sign-up 

sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall and 

include the weekly readings. 
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy 

coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board 
mounted in fellowship hall next to the serving window. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING a special congregational meeting will be 

held today after worship to vote on spending money on updating the fire alarm 

system. As the cost is more than 10% of our annual budget, we need the 
congregations’ approval.  
 

RAFFLE BASKET  Fishing for Vets has a raffle basket available to buy 

chances on. Check out the fishing items in the bucket in the Fellowship Hall 
(assorted snacks like chips, pretzels, sardines, oysters & assorted libations to 

keep you happy.  Bucket includes tackle and a $25 gift certificate to Glen 

Meats). $1/ticket. Enter as many times as you like. Must be over 21 to enter. 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S CLUB Meeting on April 18th at 12:30pm at Tulibee 

Tavern (formerly Wahkon Inn). Lunch & Speaker $15.75. Call Lois Johnson for 

reservations: 320 674-0136.  For more information see the poster on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex. 
 

SPRING TEA Grace Lutheran Church of McGregor invite women of all ages to 

join them for lunch and Christian Fellowship. Saturday, April 13, 2024; 
11:00am - 2:00pm. For more information see the poster on the bulletin board in 

the Narthex. 
 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                    April 8, 2024 – April 14, 2023 

Monday         4/8        9:00 am Women’s Devotion 

  11:30 am  Card Players 
    7:00 pm      AA/Alanon            
 

Tuesday         4/9      9:00 am  Quilters 



3 
 

    9:00 an  Chair Yoga 
    5:30 am   Choir Practice  
 

Wednesday    4/10       9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study-Cancelled 

  11:00 am  Funeral for Mary Jane Anderson 
    Reviewal 1 hour prior 
 

Thursday       4/11   8:00 am   ROMEOs 

    9:15 am   Chair Yoga 

 

 Saturday       4/13          11:00-2:00pm   Spring Tea-Grace Luth. Church, McGregor 
 

Sunday          4/14              9:00 am    Worship in Person & Live Stream 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TEMPLE TALK: Let’s Go Fishing   David Brown 
 

OPENING HYMN:        “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”   #382 ELW 

  (Please Stand on the last Verse) 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done 

for us.  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered 

over the deep and water became the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld 

Eden’s verdant rivers.  The ark carried your creation through the flood into a 

new day.  Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into 

freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless 

baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the flood-

gates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 

Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God,  

with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 

Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that 

we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



5 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM:  “Jesus Messiah” 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 
 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and  

no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they  

owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 

houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at 

the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 133 
1 How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the 

beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
3 It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there the 

LORD has commanded the blessing: life for evermore.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 

testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 

revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 

may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 

with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete. 
 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship 

with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
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one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 

confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us. 
 

     2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

 Glory to You, O Lord 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”   
 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 

put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 

my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have come to believe.” 
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 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN:   “WHERE CHARITY & LOVE PREVAIL”   #359 ELW  

 
 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION  

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news.  

A brief silence.  

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, 

draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is 

renewed and we witness to your love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, 

wildflowers, and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and 

others who tend the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace, 
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hear our prayer. 

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, 

paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of 

communities and the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in 

fear. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for 

justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are 

fed and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain (especially). God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, 

musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy 

Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us 

to serve. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you 

(especially Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in 

faithfulness to the gospel). Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate 
 

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 



9 
 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  

Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

INVITATION to COMMUNION     
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:      “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”         #364 ELW 
1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 
 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
 
Refrain 
 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
 Jesus is living, alleluia! 
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2 For three long days the grave did its worst 
 until its strength by God was dispersed. 
 He who gives life did death undergo, 
 and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 
 
3 The angel said to them, "Do not fear. 
 You look for Jesus who is not here. 
 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 
 Only the graveclothes are lying there."  Refrain 
 
4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 
 He has arisen this world to save. 
 Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 
 Even the battle with sin is won."  Refrain 
 
5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 
 Alleluia, to him praises be. 
 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 
 he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!  

Please come again.  
 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Ushers: Gary & Brenda Sjerven  

Greeters: Carolyn Morris 

Lector: Merrily Jones 
Hospitality:  

 

Thank you for your service! 
 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

Sunday, March 31, 2024: In Person: 8:30am  54  10:00am  40  Online:   26  .  


