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BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor James Muske
320-583-5796

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT
We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST:

HELPING HANDS: We are restarting our Helping Hands Group. This group
would lend a hand of light chores to our neighbors in need. This might include
yard work and cleaning. We are looking for people who would like to join our
group. A sign up sheet is in the Narthex if you would like to help. If you are
aware of someone who could use help, contact Lee Forrester at 651-271-2186.
Thanks. Lee

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy
coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board
mounted in fellowship hall next to the serving window.

LECTORS NEEDED we need lectors for weekly Sunday readings. Sign-up
sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall and
include the weekly readings.

RAFFLE BASKET Mission & Evangelism has a “Spring Flower Basket” for
raffle this month! Tickets are $1/each and enter as many times as you want.
Proceeds will go towards advertising costs throughout the year.

PLASTIC BAG RECYCLE The Malmo Lions will take your used plastic
grocery bags. There is a box on the bench in the office to recycle your plastic
bags.

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY is scheduled for Wednesday, May 22" at
10:00am. Yard work & window washing.

SPRING PLANTING We will be planting at 10:00am on the 23rd. Rain date
24th.

LOAVES & FISHES Bethesda’s next opportunity to volunteer at First Lutheran
in Aitkin for the Monday night Loaves and Fishes community meal is MAY 20™,
We need 6 volunteers with 2-3 coming early (2pm) to help prep the meal and 3
more to come at 3-5:30 to help pack, serve and clean up. We will be finished by
5:30pm. Volunteers are needed to help pack cookies after church today.
Please let me know if you would like to help with the meal on Monday May

20™. Thanks in advance for your service! Julie Swaggert, 763-229-9121 or
jswaggert@gmail.com

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda May 20, 2024 — May 26, 2024
Monday 5/20 10:00 am Council Meeting
11:30 am Card Players

2:00-5:00pm  Loaves & Fishes
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

Tuesday 5/21 9:00 am Chair Yoga
4:00 pm Bell Practice
5:30 pm Choir Practice

Wednesday 5/22 9-Noon WIC
9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
10:00 am Church Cleanup

Thursday  5/23 8:00 am ROMEOs
9:15 am Chair Yoga
10:00 am Spring Planting

Sunday 5/26 9:00 am Worship in Person & Live Stream
OPENING HYMN: “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” #401 ELW
(Please Stand on the last Verse)
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PENTECOST CALL TO WORSHIP

God of wind and fire,

When you send your Spirit, we are created anew.
God of mighty oceans and still waters,



When we receive your baptism, we are born anew.
God of bread and wine,

When we eat at your table, we are nourished anew.
So pour out your Spirit

Let sacred waters flow

Fill us with holy food.

May our hearts and our hands be open wide

to receive your gifts of life. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Mighty God,

you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world.
Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to
proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Where The Spirit Is”

SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very
dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob,
you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:

O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. *Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones:
| will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in
you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

'So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ®I
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,

that they may live.” *°l prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
4



into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

“Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” **Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: |
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people;
and 1 will bring you back to the land of Israel. **And you shall know that | am
the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. **1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,
says the LORD.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 104:24-34, 35b

4 How manifold are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

»>Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.

5 There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of
It.

2 All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.

’8You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with
good things.

?YWhen you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their
breath, they die and return to their dust.

*UYou send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of
the earth.

31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; O LORD, rejoice in all your
works.

*2You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains, and they
smoke.

331 will sing to the LORD as long as I live; | will praise my God while | have
my being.

¥ May these words of mine please God. | will rejoice in the LORD.

b Bless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21

‘When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. ?And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. “All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability.

*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. °And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ‘Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? °And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? °Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, ‘°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, *'Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.” *?All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” “*But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

““But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what I say. *°Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. *°No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

"“In the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

8Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

YAnd I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

*“The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming
of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

IThen everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



GOSPEL.: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Glory to You, Oh Lord

[Jesus said,] “°“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my
behalf. ?"You also are to testify because you have been with me from the
beginning.

Le4v<«r did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with
you. “But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where
are you going?’ °But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled
your hearts. ‘Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go
away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, |
will send him to you. ®And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about
sin and righteousness and judgment: “about sin, because they do not believe in
me; ‘Yabout righteousness, because | am going to the Father and you will see me
no longer; *'about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

12¢T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will
not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to
you the things that are to come. **He will glorify me, because he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. >All that the Father has is mine. For this reason | said
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” #400 ELW
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle us to speak your truth, Kkin - dle us to  speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!
claim us  for your king-dom’s work, claim us for  your king-dom’s work!

HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The
assembly is seated.

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words:

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from
sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:

| present Leon Edwyn Newman_for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses candidates who are able to answer for themselves:

Leon, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to be baptized into Christ?

Response: | do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and
In communion with the church?

Response: | do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:



People of God, do you promise to support Leon Edwyn Newman_and pray for
him in his new life in Christ?

We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents
and sponsors of young children. The assembly may join in the responses.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response:

| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

Response:

| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:

| renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the font,
the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family,
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and
death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM

The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. The candidate is
immersed into the water, or water is poured on the candidate's head, as
the presiding minister says:

Leon Edwyn Newman, | baptize you in the name of the Father,

The candidate is immersed, or water is poured on the candidate's head a second
time:

and of the Son,

The candidate is immersed, or water is poured on the candidate's head a third
time:

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

After each baptism, the assembly may respond with one of the following, a sung
alleluia, or another acclamation (#209-213).

Blessed be God, the source of all life,

the word of salvation,

the spirit of mercy.

Clothed with Christ in baptism, the newly baptized may receive a baptismal
garment.

The presiding minister continues:

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal
life.
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Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays
for each:

Sustain Leon Edwyn Newman_with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever.

Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is
made, the minister says:

Leon Edwyn Newman, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Amen.

WELCOME

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a
young child) as a representative of the congregation says:

Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me
will have the light of life.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the
congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may
be adapted or used as appropriate.

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the spread of the
gospel. Shower your Spirit upon Sunday school students, confirmands, and the
newly baptized (especially). God of grace,
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hear our prayer.

For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the diversity of plant and
animal life on our planet. Empower us by your Spirit to be wise and faithful
stewards of all you have made. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority understanding
hearts, that they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. Grant all who
vote in elections wisdom and discernment. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual
abuse and exploitation, for those who are incarcerated. For all who suffer in any
way (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and lead worship, for
acolytes and communion servers, for readers and tech ministers, for all who
prepare and clean our worship space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for those who have
gone before us in the faith. At the last day, breathe new life into our dry bones,
that we might feast forever with all the saints in light. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

PEACE - Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.
OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through
Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

12



INVITATION to COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of

Easter hope + bless you now and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN: “Together in Christ” Dakota Road (on screen)
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Linda Breitag

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God Alleluia!

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!

Please come again.
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THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK

Ushers: Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins
Greeters: Mary Braun & Winnie Zahradka
Lector: Merrily Jones

Hospitality: Dianne & Del Jones

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Sunday, May 12, 2024: In Person: 9:00am _48 Online: _22
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