Sunday May 26, 2024

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Guest Leader: Dennis Hennessy

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

Hearing Assistance is available during the service.
Please notify usher if you would like assistance.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST:

HELPING HANDS: We are restarting our Helping Hands Group. This group
would lend a hand of light chores to our neighbors in need. This might include
yard work and cleaning. We are looking for people who would like to join our
group. A sign up sheet is in the Narthex if you would like to help. If you are
aware of someone who could use help, contact Lee Forrester at 651-271-2186.
Thanks. Lee

RAFFLE BASKET Last Day! Mission & Evangelism has a “Spring Flower
Basket” for raffle this month! Tickets are $1/each and enter as many times as
you want. Proceeds will go towards advertising costs throughout the year.
Drawing will be today.

WATERCOLOR 101 WITH JUDIE BIRK learn to make stunning leaf prints
with a simple watercolor technique using leaves and other natural materials from
the garden and forest. Thursday, May 30" from 4-5:30pm at Clear Lake
Gardens. Cost $25, sign up online at www.Clearlakegardens.org/events. See the
poster on the bulletin board in the Narthex for more information.

HIGHWAY CLEAN UP is scheduled for Tuesday, June 11" at 10:00am.
Bethesda is responsible for a 2 mile stretch in front of the church. We would
like at least 8 people to help with the project. Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. If
it rains, we’ll try again on the 13" to clean ditches.

HEALTHY HABITS: Join us May 28" at 12 noon as we get together and
share ideas around Food, Fitness, Friends, and Faith. Lunch will be provided,
please register at the office, so adequate food can be prepared. Contact Mary V.
with questions at mmvuke@yahoo.com or by phone/text at 651-230-4512.

GRAD PARTY On Sunday June 2 you are invited to celebrate London Feland’s
high school graduation by joining us for coffee and cake after the church
service. Joanne and Dave Stueven.

CRAFTING FUN! Join us to work on crafts for our Holiday Bazaar on the
following Mondays from 9-11 am: June 3 & 24; July 1 & 29; Aug. 5 & 19; Sept.
16 & 30; Oct. 7. A few of these dates will be workshops where we will work on
specific items: June 3 - Mushrooms; July 1 - Papermaking; and Aug. 19 — Dried
fruit crafts. The bazaar is on Oct. 26 this year.

SUMMER LAWN MOWING Please enjoy the outdoors and sign up to help
mow the church lawn. Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
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THIS WEEK AT Bethesda

May 27, 2024 — June 2, 2024

Monday 5/27 11:30 am  Card Players
7:00pm  AA/Alanon
Tuesday 5/28 9:00 am Quilters
9:00 am Chair Yoga
Noon Healthy Habits Meeting
4:00 pm Bell Practice
5:30 am Choir Practice
Wednesday 5/29 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
Thursday  5/30 8:00 am ROMEOs
9:15 am Chair Yoga
4-5:30 pm  Watercolor 101 with Judie
Sunday 6/2 9:00am  Worship in Person & Live Stream
OPENING HYMN: “Come Thou Almighty King” #408 ELW
(Please Stand on the last Verse)
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.

Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We
turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else
can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in
the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the
worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, + the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty Creator and ever-living God:

we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your
power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith,
defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence,
where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
BELL ANTHEM: “The Solid Rock”

FIRST READING: lIsaiah 6:1-8

'In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. “Seraphs were in attendance
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
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they covered their feet, and with two they flew. °And one called to another and
said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
“The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke. >And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs. "The seraph touched my mouth with it and
said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin
is blotted out.” *Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: 29

! Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

’ Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the
beauty of holiness.

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;

the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

*The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice
of splendor.

> The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of
Lebanon;

°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like

a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

® The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh.

’ The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

'"The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as King
forevermore.



'O LoRD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of
peace.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-17

'“Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—"*for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. '“For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. '"For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” '°it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, '"and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
Glory to You, O Lord

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time
into the mother’s womb and be born?” °Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. °What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. "Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from
above.” 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who i1s
born of the Spirit.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” %Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

HVery truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we

have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 2If I have told you about
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earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? '*No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '*And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '>that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

SERMON HYMN: ¢“Come Join The Dance Of Trinity” #412 ELW
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The dance of Trin -1 - 1ty is meant for hu - man flesh and bone;
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth;
et wvoic-es nse and in - ter-weave,by love and hope set free,
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but  as the Three, in  love and hope, made room with-in their dance.
when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
o shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trin-i - ty.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
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| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our
world.

A brief silence.

Abba God, you have brought us into your family, claiming us as beloved children. Bless
your family of faith with gifts of cooperation and graciousness. Increase our hospitality
toward all expressions of faith and teach us to honor our shared humanity. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your love and power burst forth in the flashes of lightning, the dance of the wind, and the
deeply rooted trees of the forest. Sustain fragile and interconnected ecosystems, that they
flourish for generations to come. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Give your blessing of peace to the nations. Shelter all who risk life and livelihood to protect
others from violence, conflict, and injustice. On this Memorial Day weekend, we remember
those who have lost their lives in war and conflict (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are a God of love and not of condemnation. Quiet the hearts of all who struggle with
shame, regret, or questions of self-worth. Teach us to forgive ourselves and one another.
Restore wholeness to all who seek hope and healing (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Strengthen bonds between parents, children, and families of all varieties. We pray especially
for adoptive and foster families, multi-generational households, and blended families. Grant
gifts of nurture and patience to all caregivers. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

The Spirit bears grateful witness to all children of God who have now come into
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their inheritance among the saints (especially). As they lived with hope in your
gift of eternal life, so strengthen us in faith, that we recognize your eternal
presence even in this mortal life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of
the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.
OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the
world. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you
spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into

being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful
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to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.

Amen.

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory, For ever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
++ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” #413 ELW
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2 Ho-ly. ho-1ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! Though the dark - ness  hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! Lord God Al - might - y!
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cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - vy sea;
though the eye of sin - ful - ness thy glo - ry may not sece,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea
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God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!
which  wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect n pow'r, In love and pu - m - ty
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Tnon - 1 - ty!

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Music: Bell Choir

Lector: Dennis Hennessy

Ushers: Gary & Brenda Sjerven
Greeters: Chuck & Elsa Carlson
Hospitality: Carol & Larry Pantsari

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Sunday, May 19, 2024: In Person: 9:00am _ 85 Online: _40
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