Sunday July 21, 2024

Nineth Sunday after Pentecost

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor James Muske
320-583-5796

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT
We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST: Ron Aho, Cheryl Malotky, Roy Berg

LECTORS NEEDED We need lectors for weekly Sunday readings. Sign-up
sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall and
include the weekly readings.

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy
coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board
mounted in the Fellowship Hall next to the serving window.

BAKED GOODS FOR VEGGIE STAND are gladly accepted for Saturday
mornings.

SUMMER LAWN MOWING Please enjoy the outdoors and sign up to help
mow the church lawn. Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

CRAFETING FUN! Join us to work on crafts for our Holiday Bazaar on the
following Mondays from 9-11 am: July 29; Aug. 5 & 19; Sept. 16 & 30; Oct. 7.
A few of these dates will be workshops where we will work on specific items:
Aug. 19 — Dried fruit crafts. The bazaar is on Oct. 26 this year.

PLASTIC BAG RECYCLE The Malmo Lions will take your used plastic
grocery bags. There is a box on the bench in the office to recycle your plastic
bags.

HEALTHY HABITS MEETING Tuesday, July 30", Noon. Lunch and lively
conversation. Signup sheet is in the office. Please sign up before Thursday, July
25™M so we have enough food.

SUMMER GOSPEL CONCERTS Saturday, July 27", 7:00pm, at Malmo Free
Church. The “Songmasters” will be performing. Bring a lawn chair if you like.
Free Will Offering. For more details, see the poster on the bulletin board in the
Narthex.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda July 22,2024 — July 28, 2024
Monday 7/22 11:30 am Cards

7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 7/23 9:00 am Quilters

9:00 am Chair Yoga

4:00 pm Bell Practice

5:30 pm Choir Practice

6:30 pm Praise Team Practice



Wednesday 7/24 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study

Thursday  7/25 8:00 am Romeos
9:15 am Chair Yoga
Saturday 7/27 7:30 am Veggie Stand
7:00 pm Summer Gospel Concert
Sunday 7/28 9:00 am Worship in Person & Live Stream

OPENING HYMN: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #3807 ELW
(Please rise on the last verse)
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I Come, thon Fount of ev-"ry bless-ing, tune my heart to  sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:"Hith-er by thy help [I've come™;
3 Oh., to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to  be:
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that  grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-d'ring heart to  thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus  sought me when a strang-er, wan-d'ring from the fold of God:

Prone 1o wan - der, Lord, 1 feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee: may | still thy good-ness prove.
he. to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.

Amen.



Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus,  the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God,

powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding
and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may
embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Only A God Like You”

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6
'Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says

the LORD. “Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to
you for your evil doings, says the LORD. *Then | myself will gather the remnant
of my flock out of all the lands where | have driven them, and I will bring them
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back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. “I will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer,
or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.

°The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. °In his days Judah will be saved and Israel
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is
our righteousness.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm 23

' The LoRD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

>The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still
waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake.

“*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil, and my cup is running over.

®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22

’Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision”
by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the
flesh by human hands—*?remember that you were at that time without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. **But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. **For
he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. *°He has abolished the
law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, *°and might reconcile both
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groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility
through it. *’So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace
to those who were near; **for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to
the Father. °So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens
with the saints and also members of the household of God, *°built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. “In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; ??2in whom you also are built together spiritually into a
dwelling place for God.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Glory to you, O Lord
*“The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and

taught. **He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to
eat. *>’And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. **Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. **As he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

>*When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. *“When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, >>and
rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever
they heard he was. *>And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they
laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the
fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: “O, Christ Your Heart Compassionate” #722 ELW
:
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O Christ, your heart. com - pas - sion-ate. bore ev - 'rv hu-man pain.
As  once vyou wel-comed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind,
O Christ,cre - ate new  hearts in us  that beat in time with yours,
O  Love that made the  dis - tant stars, yer marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its beat - ing was the pulse of God: its  breadth. God's vast do - main.
SO may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.

whose arms stretched wideup -on a cross em - brace and bear us  all:

grem—

[Eiesia s s Liidedntia

The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a- lone,
We are your bod - y. ris - en Christ: our hearts, our hands we yield

come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways.
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o write God'slove im hu-man deeds. ¢ - ter - ni -ty in tme.

and help us bear an - oth -er's pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our
voices in prayer.

A brief silence.

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land: Through the One who is the
cornerstone of a firm foundation, join us together and build us up as a temple of
mercy and peace. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.



For the creation: Cause new trees to be planted. Restrain the melting of polar ice
caps. Save land from destruction. Like a shepherd tends her sheep, raise up from
among us caretakers of all you have made. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the leaders of nations and heads of tribes (especially): Where peace seems far
off, bring it near. Where justice seems fleeting, bring it to light. Where discord
seems relentless, bring harmony. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the health and well-being of family, friends, and neighbors: Heal those who
are sick (especially). Give courage to all who struggle with addiction. Touch with
your tender care all who reach out to you in pain. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For this assembly and for the faith communities represented this week at the
ELCA Youth Gathering: Nurture the faith of young people as they encounter new
experiences and people. Break down dividing walls and inspire collaboration
among people of every age. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for those who have died (especially): Make us certain that in

Christ we are no longer strangers and aliens but citizens with the saints in the
household of God. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves
and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the
life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING - Please be seated as the Ushers pass the offering plate.

Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.




OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make
us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus #742 ELW

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own
life. In your name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

++ be upon you now and forever.

Amen,
CLOSING HYMN:  “My Shephard, You Supply My Need” #782 ELW
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I My Shep-herd, you sup-ply my need; most ho - ly is your name.
2 Whenl walk through the shades of death, your pres-ence is my stay:
3 The sure pro - vi - sions of my God at - tend me all my days;
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In pas - tures fresh you make me feed, be - side the liv - ing stream.
one word of your sup-port-ing breath drives all my fears a - way.
oh, may your house be my a - bode and all my work be praise.



You bring my wan-dning spir-it  back when [  for - sake your ways,
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Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my ta - ble spread:
Here would | find a  set - tled rest, while oth-ers go and come;

and lead me, for vour mer-cy's sake, in  paths of tuth and grace.
my «cup with bless-ings o - ver- flows, your oil a- noints my head.

no more a strang -er or a  guest, but like a child at  home.
DISSMAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK

Music: Adult Choir

Greeters: Mary Braun & Winnie Zahradka

Ushers: Barry & Donna Ansell

Lector: Darlene Christensen

Hospitality: Elsa & Chuck Carlson; Barb & Lee Forrester

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week:
Sunday, July 14, 2024: In Person: 9:00am _ 60  Online: _24
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