
Sunday July 28, 2024 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

    
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Pastor James Muske 

320-583-5796 
 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Ron Aho, Cheryl Malotky, Roy Berg 
 

LECTORS NEEDED We need lectors for weekly Sunday readings.  Sign-up 

sheets are on the table in the Narthex heading into the Fellowship Hall and 

include the weekly readings. 
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy 

coffee & fellowship after service.  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board 

mounted in the Fellowship Hall next to the serving window.  
 

BAKED GOODS FOR VEGGIE STAND are gladly accepted for Saturday 

mornings. 
 

SUMMER LAWN MOWING Please enjoy the outdoors and sign up to help 

mow the church lawn.  Sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
 

SAVE THE DATE The Worship and Music Committee will be sponsoring an 

Evening Picnic with Musical Entertainment & Sing-along on Wednesday August 

14th from 5-7pm.  Terry “Tinman” Haigler from Isle will be our featured 

musician and we hope you all can come!  More details to follow! 
 

CRAFTING FUN! Join us to work on crafts for our Holiday Bazaar on the 

following Mondays from 9-11 am: July 29; Aug. 5 & 19; Sept. 16 & 30; Oct. 7. 

A few of these dates will be workshops where we will work on specific items: 

Aug. 19 – Dried fruit crafts. The bazaar is on Oct. 26 this year. 
 

PLASTIC BAG RECYCLE The Malmo Lions will take your used plastic 

grocery bags. There is a box on the bench in the office to recycle your plastic 

bags. 
 

HEALTHY HABITS MEETING Tuesday, July 30th, Noon.  Lunch and lively 

conversation. Signup sheet is in the office. Please sign up today so we have 

enough food. 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Annual Corn Feed 

August 17, 2024 

4:30-7:00 pm 
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THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                                  July 28, 2024 – August 4, 2024 

Monday         7/29    9:00 am  Crafters 

11:30 am  Cards 

         7:00 pm     AA/Alanon            

Tuesday         7/30       9:00 am  Chair Yoga 

       Noon  Healthy Habits Meeting 

           4:00 pm  Bell Practice 

         5:30 pm  Choir Practice 

        6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

Wednesday    7/31         9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday       8/1      8:00 am  Romeos 

                                              9:15 am             Chair Yoga 

Saturday        8/3     8:00 am    Veggie Stand   

Sunday          8/4          9:00 am   Worship in Person & Live Stream 
 

 

OPENING HYMN:       “We Come to the Hungry Feast ”         #479 ELW 

         (Please rise on the last verse) 

 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy.  
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Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 

they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious God,  

you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your 

word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be 

the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BELL ANTHEM:   “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to     

[Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his 

sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43But his servant said, 

“How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the 

people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some 

left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word 

of the LORD. 



5 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

PSALM: Psalm 145:10-18 
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless 

you. 
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 
12 that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your 

kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 

throughout all ages.  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving 

in all your works. 
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due 

season. 
16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17 You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. 
18 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call up| on you faithfully.  

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his 

glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power 

through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you 

are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to 

comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may 

be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 

 Glory to you, O Lord 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 

Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 

was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 

disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked 

up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 
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we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself 

knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would 

not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five 

barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10Jesus 

said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 

place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, 

and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so 

also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his 

disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So 

they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 

those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign 

that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come 

into the world.” 

 15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to 

make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

 16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and 

started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come 

to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When 

they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 

coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do 

not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the 

boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ 
SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   “O, Living Bread From Heaven”   #542 ELW 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM – Joy Vossen     page 234 ELW 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our 

voices in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Bless 

the church you have called into being across time and space, and fill it with the 

power of the Spirit for loving service. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of all things. As 

grains of wheat grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters, sustain your 
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creation. Protect harvests and give every person food in due season. In your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians and 

peacekeepers, shield those who live, work, or serve in harm’s way, and bring an 

end to war and conflict (nations and places may be named). In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 

thing. We remember any who are sick or suffering (especially), families in our 

community who endure hunger, those who seek asylum or citizenship, and our 

beloved for whom death is near. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our ancestors in 

this place in their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors, that your glory may 

be made known, and your lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks for the 

departed who have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join our voices with 

theirs (and with musicians Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and George 

Frederick Handel) and all the saints in singing your praises. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves 

and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the 

life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   -  Please be seated as the Ushers pass the offering plate. 
 

Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life,  

you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make 

us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION             

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! (hymn: Come Thou Fount #807 ELW) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you have 

nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 

life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF A CALL 

The person whose call is concluding, and representative/s of the congregation 

come before the assembly. 

The leader (Dennis) addresses the person whose call is concluding:  

James Muske, on September 1, 2017, we of Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo 

called you to be pastor in this place: to proclaim God’s word, to baptize and 

teach, to announce God’s forgiveness, and to preside at the Lord’s table. With the 

gospel you have comforted us in times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of 

our loved ones. Sharing our joys and sorrows, you have been important to our life 

together in the church of Jesus Christ, in our service to this community, and in 

God’s mission to the whole world. As you leave this community of faith, we say 

farewell, and we pray for God’s blessing. 

The leader addresses the congregation: 

People of God, members of Bethesda, do you release James Muske from service 

as your pastor? 
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We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together. 

The leader addresses the person whose call is concluding. 

 James Muske, do you recognize and accept the completion of your ministry 

with Bethesda Lutheran Church? 

Response: I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together. 

HYMN: “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 

 

THANKSGIVING and SENDING 

The leader (Dennis) leads the assembly in prayer. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many 

gifts and commanded them to feed your flock.  You equip your people with 

abilities that differ according to the grace given to them, and you call them to 

various avenues of service. 

We give you thanks for the ministry of James Muske among the people of God in 

this place. You watch over our going out and our coming in: bless this time of 



11 

 

ending and beginning.  You surround your people in every time and place: keep 

us close in your love.  You accompany your people in times of joy and times of 

trial: prosper all that has been done to your glory in this time together; heal and 

forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us. 

Help James and all of us to live with courage and gladness in the future you give 

to us. As they have been a blessing to us, so now send them/us forth to be a 

blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,  

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:   “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”   #536 ELW 

BELL CHOIR 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship! 

Please come again. 
 

 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Music: Bell Choir     Greeters: Lee & Barb Forrester 

Ushers: Chuck & Elsa Carlson   Lector: Vicki Vossen 

Hospitality: Church Council 
 

Thank you for your service! 

Response to God’s Word Last Week: 

Sunday, July 21, 2024:  In Person: 9:00am     66   .  Online:    20    . 


