Sunday October 27, 2024
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Pastor Carrie Scheller

Duluth, MN

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Ron & Jan Aho, Carol Bakken, Val Benton & her
mom, Marilyn Elling, who passed away this week. Per Marilyn’s wishes, there
will be no funeral, but there will be a visitation on Monday, October 28®, from
5-7pm at Sorenson-Root-Thompson Funeral Home in Aitkin. Ray Dooley also
passed away this week.

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy
coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board
mounted in the Fellowship Hall next to the serving window.

TREATS NEEDED FOR THE FREEZER If you can’t sign up for Sunday
Hospitality, please bring some treats to keep in the freezer.

ANNUAL COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS are due by November 3

for our annual meeting on Sunday, December 1% following our regular worship
service. Please email to: blcmalmo@gmail.com with your committee reports.

BUDGET REQUEST FORMS are in committee “In Boxes™ to be completed
by November 3, 2024, and return to “Stewardship In Box” in Office. All
chairpersons have been emailed also.

SINGERS WANTED if you would like to sing with the choir for the 2024
Cantata, join us on Tuesday nights at 5:45 pm to practice. The Cantata will be
on December 15, 2024.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda October 28, 2024 — November 3, 2024
Monday 10/28 11:30 am Cards
5-7 pm Visitation for Marilyn Elling at
Sorenson-Root, Aitkin
7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 10/29 9:00 am Chair Yoga
4:00 pm Bell Practice
5:30 pm Choir Practice
5:45 pm Cantata Practice
6:30 pm Praise Team Practice
Wednesday 10/30 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
Thursday 10/31 8:00 am Romeos
9:15 am Chair Yoga
Sunday 11/3 9:00 am Worship in Person & live stream

(no communion)




OPENING HYMN: “Praise The One Who Breaks The Darkness” #843 ELW
(Please Stand on the last Verse)
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word:
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place:
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praise the One who frees the pris-"ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by  grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel. heal-ing ev - ‘ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s bum-ing sand;
Let us sing for  joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - 'ry land.
Praiscthe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

—

Text: Rusty Edwards, b, 1955
Music: NETTLETON. J. Wyeth. Repository of Sacred Music. Part I1. 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection



Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips,

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war
within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make
distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the
suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us
with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By

grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal
healing, your sins are forgiven.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal light,

shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance.
Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and
enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM: “For The Beauty Of The Earth”

SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9
"Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise

shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.”

®See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather
them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the
lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company,
they shall return here.

"With weeping they shall come, and with consolations | will lead
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them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in
which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my firstborn.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm 126

! When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those
who dream.

>Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue

with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for them.”

*The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.
*Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb.
°>Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.

°Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with
joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28

>The former priests were many in number, because they were
prevented by death from continuing in office; *but he holds his
priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. °Consequently
he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.

“°For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy,
blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the
heavens. ?’Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the
people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. °For the law
appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the
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word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who
has been made perfect forever.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL: Mark 10:46-52
Glory to you, O Lord

“6As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. “"When
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” “*Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but
he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” “°Jesus stood
still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him,
“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” *°So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up
and came to Jesus. °*Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” °?Jesus said to
him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON
HYMN: “0O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate” #1722 ELW
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I O Christ, your heart, com - pas - sion-ate, bore ev - ‘ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed those castdown and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Christ,cre - ate new hearts in - us  that beat in time with yours,
4 O Love that made the  dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its  beat - ing was the pulse of God: its  breadth, God’s vast do - main.
S0 may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.

whose arms stretched wideup -on  a cross em - brace and bear us  all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord,  join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a- lone,
We are your bod - y, ris - en Christ: our hearts, our hands we vyield

come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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o write God’'slove m  hu-man deeds, e - ter - ni-ty in tme.

and help wus bear an - oth - er's pain as though it were our own.
that throughour Ilife and min - 1s - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - n-fice of praise!

Text: Herman G Swempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, I8th cent: adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 5. Mason Ave,, Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com

800,442 3358, All nghts reserved. Used by permission

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and
the whole creation.

A brief silence

Eternal Counselor, guide the church along your paths of mercy. Direct it to be a
refuge where all are genuinely welcomed and their gifts are celebrated. God of
grace,



hear our prayer.

Eternal Nurturer, preserve natural places for rest and rejuvenation. Guide the
work of conservationists, park managers, urban planners, gardeners, and all
caretakers of natural spaces. Attune us to the wonders we disregard or fail to
notice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Eternal Wisdom, strengthen the voices of those who cry out for change to unjust
systems. Give lawmakers, judges, and all those who occupy seats of power
listening and compassionate hearts (elected leaders may be named). God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Eternal Compassion, train us to respond to the cries of those in any kind of need.
Give encouragement and comfort to those who call out for relief from pain,
grief, or oppression (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Eternal Servant, grant vision and wisdom to the church so that those who are in
need are not ignored. May the command of Jesus to love our neighbor sharpen
our focus for work in the kingdom. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal Hope, may the legacy of the saints inspire us every day. We hold fast to
the promise that we will be together in your presence forever. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the
saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share
your word and sacrament with those who are sick or homebound. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give
us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

God all mighty, God most merciful -+ bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #504 ELW
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I A might - y for - tress Is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of  dev -ils  fill the land all threal-"ning o de -
!

God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight, whom
vour us, we trem-ble  not, un - moved we  stand:  they
fear it for God him - sclf fights by our  side with
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can - not © - VEr - POWT  US. Let
weap-ons of the  Spir it. Were they to
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this may be?

this world’s ty - rant rage:

take our house,
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has  swomn to  work us woc! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
n bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail:
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life  be  wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self rto fight On carth he bhas no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -t0 - nous.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! Onc lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for-ev - er!

Text: Manin Luthes, 1483-1546; e Lurkeran Book af Warship

Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martan Luther

Tear £ 197K Lathe raw Book of Worshlp. adimin, Augshburg Formress

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!

Please come again.
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THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK

Music: Bell Choir Lector: Patti Smith
Ushers: Gary & Brenda Sjerven

Greeters: Dennis Hennessy & Julie Swaggert Hospitality: Need Volunteers

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Sunday, October 20, 2024: In Person: 9:00am _ 62 Online: _15
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