Sunday December 22, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Advent

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Guest Leader: Rick Martens

Mora, MN

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST: Ron & Jan Aho, & Noah Elias

COFEFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy
coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board
mounted in the Fellowship Hall next to the serving window.

LECTORS NEEDED we are looking for volunteers to read aloud the scriptures
on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are in the Fellowship Hall and include the
weekly readings.

DECEMBER RAFFLE Decorate for the Holidays! Two winners this month!
$1.00/ticket. The drawing will be held today, December 22", Proceeds will go
towards the General Fund.

ELCA GOOD GIETS! The usual ELCA Christmas Giving is also available.
There will be a catalog display in the fellowship hall or go online to ELCA. This
IS an opportunity to give food support to needy countries by purchasing an
animal in the name of someone on your Christmas list.

HYMN REQUESTS On Sunday, December 29" we will have a “Hymn Sing”
service featuring John Koziol. There is a basket in the Narthex where you can
request your favorite Holiday Hymns you want to sing for that Sunday. We
need 1 more Lector that Sunday as there are 6 readings. Readings and sign-up
sheets are available in the Narthex.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda December 23, 2024 — December 29, 2024
Monday 12/23 11:30 am Cards
7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 12/24 NO Chair Yoga
3:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with
communion
Wednesday 12/25 CHRISTMAS DAY
Thursday 12/26 NO ROMEOS
NO Chair Yoga
Sunday 12/29 9:00 am Worship in Person & live stream

Hymn Sing with John Koziol




OPENING HYMN:

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
(Please Stand on the last Verse)

#282 ELW
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1 It came wup-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old.

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,

3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,

4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old.
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n’s all - gra - cious king.”

A - bove its sad and low-ly plainsthey bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing:
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Scars, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 18191900

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,

arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept

for reflection



God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human
authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,
we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy
to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we
have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the
grace and forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us,
that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a

?But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days.

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.

“And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth; *2and he shall be the one of peace.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
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PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55

46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 4’my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior,

8 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this
day all generations will call me blessed:

49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.
0You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.
1 You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their
conceit,

%2 casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.

3 You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
*4You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise
of mercy,

> the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
>Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared
for me; %in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.

"Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of
the book it is written of me).”
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according
to the law), %then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the
first in order to establish the second. 1°And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55
Glory to you, O Lord
$1n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, ®where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. #When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
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womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit *?and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. “*And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes
to me? *For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy. ®°And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [

4And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, ’and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, “for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; “*for the Mighty One
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

SOHis mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

°IHe has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts.

>2He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the
lowly;

3he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.

*He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,

SSaccording to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON

SERMON HYMN: “Love Has Come” #292 ELW
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un-to

what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.

name she whis - pers: Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el

gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love!  Praise to you, God on  high!

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships
with those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical
message of your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a
renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities (local preserves,



parks, or sanctuaries may be named). Form us into faithful stewards of what
you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and
fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and
municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more
daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the
lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council
and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the
community. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In
gratitude for those who have died (especially), we praise you for your
faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.



OFFERTORY PRAYER

Creator God,

you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to
feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us
with this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you
spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into
being. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful
to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey, *F bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” #288 ELW
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and wvoice;

2 Good Chris - tan friends, re - joice with heart and soul and woice;

3 Good Chris - an friends. re - joice with heart and soul and wvoice;
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Christ is born  to - day! Christ is born  to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Christ was born  for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Greeters: Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins
Ushers: Chuck & Elsa Carlson
Lector: Vicki Vossen
Hospitality: Lynne & Denny Meidlinger
Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Sunday, December 15, 2024: In Person: 9:00am _74 Online: _21
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