Sunday January 5, 2025

Second Sunday of Christmas

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org

Guest Leader: Sari Kroschel

Camp Onomia

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097
Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation

MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER & CARE LIST:

BLESSING BOX The first Sunday of every month we pass the “Blessing Box™.
If you feel blessed, please contribute to the Blessing Box today to help others.
All donations will go towards Camp Onomia today. Thank you! What a
Blessing!

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2025 are here! Please pick up your envelopes
from the table in the Fellowship Hall.

YEAR END TAX GIVING STATEMENTS are available on the table in the
Fellowship Hall.

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy
coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board
mounted in the Fellowship Hall next to the serving window.

LECTORS NEEDED we are looking for volunteers to read aloud the scriptures
on Sunday mornings. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex and include the weekly
readings.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda January 6, 2025 — January 12, 2025
Monday 1/6 11:30 am Cards

7:00 pm AA/Alanon
Tuesday 1/7 9:00 am Chair Yoga
Wednesday 1/8 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
Thursday 1/9 8:00 am ROMEOS

9:15 am Chair Yoga

10:00 am Tree Take Down

Sunday 1/12 9:00 am Worship in Person & live stream

(with communion)

TEMPLE TALK - CAMP ONOMIA Sari Kroschel



OPENING HYMN: “O Morning Star How Fair and Bright” #308 ELW
(Please Stand on the last Verse)
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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Silence is kept for reflection

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is
no room when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. We have overlooked the
shepherds, expecting good news in prettier packaging. Too often, we have
valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways.
Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us bound,
and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,

-+ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our redeemer,

you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world with your
beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward
the light of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

"Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for
the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your
people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, | am going to bring them from the land of
the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the
blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great
company, they shall return here. ° With weeping they shall come, and with
consolations | will lead them back, | will let them walk by brooks of water, in a
straight path in which they shall not stumble; for | have become a father to
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.



19 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far
away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a
shepherd a flock.” ! For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him
from hands too strong for him. 2 They shall come and sing aloud on the height
of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain,
the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life
shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. *Then
shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall
be merry. | will turn their mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give them
gladness for sorrow. *1 will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people
shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm: 147:12-20

12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,

13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your
children within you.

14 God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest
wheat.

15 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly.
16 God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.

17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold?
18 The LorD sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and

the waters flow.

19 God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.

20 The LORD has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s
judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, #just as he chose us
in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him
in love. ® He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
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according to the good pleasure of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. " In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ° he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, 1°as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. ! In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, *2so that we, who
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. ¥In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption
as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL: John 1:1-18
Glory to you, O Lord

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. ?He was in the beginning with God. ° All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. ® The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

°There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. " He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

19He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ** He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. ** But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, ** who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

4 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
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glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ** (John testified
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ) *° From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. *’ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. *® No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON
SERMON HYMN:
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
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the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread, show us
again and again your grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your
love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and
galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the earth. As you nourish your people like a
watered garden, empower us to nourish our creaturely companions. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver
peoples who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish plans of unjust
leaders. Give wisdom to our elected officials (local leaders or governing bodies
may be named). God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in our
siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety,
hopelessness, or other illness (especially). Grant us compassion in our care for
your people. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this congregation
and its ministries in our witness to the good news of the incarnation (specific
ministry areas may be named). Transform the way we have always done things
into your new future for us. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for those
who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.
OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take delight.
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts,
received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of
your salvation from day to day. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you
spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into
being. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.



By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful
to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

BLESSING
The God of love, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine
your path, and increase your joy, today and always.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “Love Has Come” #292 ELW
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Greeters: Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins
Ushers: Gary & Brenda Sjerven

Lector: Kat Carlson

Hospitality:

Thank you for your service!

Response to God’s Word Last Week
Sunday, December 29, 2024: In Person: 9:00am _55 Online: _15
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