
Sunday February 23, 2025 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 

          
 

BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO 

21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342 

Phone: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836 

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com   

Church Web Site: blcmalmo.org 
 

Guest Leader: Rick Martens 
Mora, MN 

 

Parish Nurses:  Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097 

Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181 

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun 
 

Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER & CARE LIST:  Ron & Jan Aho (happy birthday Jan!), Noah Elias, 

George Larson. 
 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR  invites you to attend their winter tour 

concert at St. Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud.  The program, entitled Healing 

Body, Mind, Spirit, will include a premiere of a new composition by Hans 

Bridger Heruth with text from Brian Newhouse.    This three-movement work 

for unaccompanied choir, titled “Three Songs of Healing,” highlights the 

interconnectedness of our bodies, minds, and spirits.  The concert will be at St. 

Mary’s Cathedral on Saturday, March 1 at 7:30pm. Tickets are available online 

at NLCA.com or at the door on the evening of the concert.  

Adults and Seniors: $30 | Students: Pay what you can | 18 and Under: Free 

Use the code ‘HEALING50’ for 50% off the price of an adult ticket! 
 

LECTORS NEEDED we are looking for volunteers to read aloud the scriptures 

on Sunday mornings and Wednesdays during Lent.  Sign-up sheets are in the 

Fellowship Hall and include the weekly readings. 
 

WINTER CRAFT SESSIONS Join Our Crafting Community! We’ve will be 

having another Winter Green Craft Session that is open to the public and you 

can bring your projects home if you wish. These will be on Monday mornings 

from 9-11 am on February 24th, and March 24th. A $5 fee will cover necessary 

supplies. We can then share ideas for future sessions...there are many on 

Pinterest. So join us, along with your friends, for a morning of crafting and 

inspiration! 
 

ECOFAITH SUMMIT 2025 will be held on April 5, 2025 – 8:30am-5:00pm In 

person at First Lutheran, Duluth & livestream.  See poster on the bulletin board 

in the Narthex for more information or pick up a flyer on the table in the 

Narthex. 
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA HEARTLAND CONFERENCE SPRING 

GATHERING Saturday, April 5, 2025, Lutheran Church of the Cross 5064 

County Road 13, Nisswa, MN. Registration and Coffee 8:30-9:00 ($10 

Registration).  See WELCA bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for more 

information. 
 

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CANTATA Rehearsals will start on Sunday, March 

2·2:30 – 4:00pm at Faith Lutheran Church, 220 E Lake St, Isle, MN.  All voices 

are welcome to join us. 
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THIS WEEK AT Bethesda                      February 24, 2025 – March 2, 2025 

Monday         2/24  9-11 am  Crafts 

          11:30 am  Cards 

         7:00 pm     AA/Alanon            
 

Tuesday         2/25       9:00 am   Chair Yoga 

     10:00 am  Call Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday    2/26        9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study                     

Thursday       2/27     8:00 am  ROMEOS 

9:15 am  Chair Yoga 
 

Sunday          3/2         9:00 am   Worship in Person & live stream 

        (with communion)  
 

OPENING HYMN:   “All Creatures Worship God Most High” #835 ELW   

(verses 1-4,6)   (Please Stand on the last Verse) 

 



4 
 

 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our 

wellspring of life. 

Amen. 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 

confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Merciful God, 

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.  Forgive us for the ways  

we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.  We ignore the needs of our 

neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and 

fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our 

hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the 

Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as 

beloved children of God. 

Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord Jesus,  

make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow 

love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. 

Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to 

love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his 

brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came 

closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And 

now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; 

for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land 

these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither 

plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 

earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me 

here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 

ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 

‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to 

me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 

me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, 

your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are 

five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that 

you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept 

upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
1  Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2  For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away. 
3  Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4  Take delight in the Lord, who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
5  Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, and see what God will 

do. 
6  The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of 

your case like the noonday sun. 
7  Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who 

prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
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8  Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to 

evil.  
9  For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the 

land. 
10  In a little while the wicked shall be no more; even if you search out their 

place, they will not be there. 
11  But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace. 
39 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord; you are their 

stronghold in time of trouble. 
40 You, O Lord, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from the 

wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50  
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do 

they come?” 36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as 

for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of 

wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to 

each kind of seed its own body. 

  42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is 

raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 

weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual 

body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, 

“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 

spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the 

spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 

from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is 

the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the 

image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

  50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit 

the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38 

 Glory to you, O Lord 
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[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If 

anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who 

takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who 

begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

  32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to 

you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to 

those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and 

lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 

children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

  37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will 

not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be 

given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get 

back.” 

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON  

SERMON HYMN:       “Build a Longer Table”     #1062 ACS 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION  

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the face 

of cruelty. Let our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming grace for 

all. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life and 

faith are not static but always changing and growing. May we, with all creation, 

trust that the ending of one thing promises life in a new way. God of grace, 
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hear our prayer. 

We pray for leaders and policymakers who work to reduce violence in our 

nations, cities, and towns. Give your wisdom and discernment amid heated 

arguments and differing viewpoints. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for the victims of abuse and violence. Provide safe shelter and new 

beginnings to those experiencing domestic violence and dangerous situations. 

Enfold with love all who seek your healing care (especially). God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless the 

local ministries of parish nursing and caregiving, that they will be a voice for 

those in need in our communities (other ministries may be named). God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us 

(especially Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna). May their lives in you provide a 

witness of your everlasting grace. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 

promise is revealed among the people. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE   

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate. 
 

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of grace, 
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your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 

seas.  Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.  

Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 

being. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 

freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, 

wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 

forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 

self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 

increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful 

to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  “Spirit Open My Heart”   #1043 ACS   
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!  

Please come again. 

  
 

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK 

Ushers: Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins 

Greeters: Winnie Zahradka 
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Lector: Mary Vukelich 

Hospitality: Carol & Larry Pantsari, Libby & David Brown 

  
 

Thank you for your service! 

 

Response to God’s Word Last Week 

Sunday, February 16, 2025: In Person: 9:00am    41    Online:   15   .    


