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mailto:blcmalmo@gmail.c

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER AND CARE: Ron & Jan Aho, George Larson, Noah Elias

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES will continue in person throughout the
Lent Season. Potluck at 3:30pm - Worship at 4:30pm.

OPENING HYMN:  “Come Bring Your Burdens to God” #1009 ACS

XHOSA x 2
Woza nomthwalo wakho; Woza nomthwalo wakho;
Woza nomthwalo wakho, Uyes'akasozathi hayi.

ENGLISH x 4
Come, bring your burdens to God; Come, bring your burdens to God;
Come, bring your burdens to God, For Jesus will never say no.

XHOSA (please stand)
Woza nomthwalo wakho; Woza nomthwalo wakho;
Woza nomthwalo wakho, Uyes'akasozathi hayi.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God,

you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our
sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-17 (Read Responsively)

‘Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great
compassion blot out my offenses.

“Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from
my sin.

°For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

* Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you
are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

“Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.

°Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know
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wisdom deep within.

"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
purer than snow.

°Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may
rejoice.

°Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

¥Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

1 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from
me.

'2 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your
bountiful Spirit.

'3 Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be re- stored to you.

“ Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall
sing of your righteousness.

>0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall pro- claim your praise.

S For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not
pleased with burnt offering.

"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God,
you will not despise.

Please Stand for the Gospel

GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““Beware of practicing your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in
heaven.

*“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. *But when you give
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, “so that your
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by
others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. °But whenever you pray,
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
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1%“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. *’But when you fast, put oil on your head and
wash your face, *°so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Y%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; “’but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. ?’For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Glory of These 40 Days” #320 ELW
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INVITATION TO LENT Pastor
CONFESSION OF SIN (Page 252 ELW)

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of
heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most
grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have
been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been
true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected
our lives, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in
us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and
cruelty, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who
come after us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES (Page 254 ELW)

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only
by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

People will proceed to the front to receive ashes. Minister will say:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After those who desire ashes have received them the minister continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.

OFFERING - Plate is at the back of the church on your way in & out.

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER (Page 254 ELW)
Let us pray. Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.
Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray
for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

BLESSING
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,

++ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



CLOSING HYMN: “Be Thou My Vision”  #793 ELW
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great God  of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art,
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.




