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MISSION STATEMENT

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER & CARE LIST: Ron & Jan Aho, George Larson, Noah Elias.
COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED Please sign up so we may continue to enjoy
coffee & fellowship after service. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board
mounted in the Fellowship Hall next to the serving window.

LECTORS NEEDED we are looking for volunteers to read aloud the scriptures
on Sunday mornings and Wednesdays during Lent. Sign-up sheets are on the
table in the Narthex and include the weekly readings.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA HEARTLAND CONFERENCE SPRING
GATHERING Saturday, April 5, 2025, Lutheran Church of the Cross 5064
County Road 13, Nisswa, MN. Registration and Coffee 8:30-9:00 ($10
Registration). See WELCA bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for more
information.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CANTATA Rehearsals have started on Sundays
from 2:30 — 4:00pm at Faith Lutheran Church, 220 E Lake St, Isle, MN. All
voices are welcome to join us. The performance will be on Good Friday, April
18" at 7:30pm.

CORRECTION TO APRIL’S NEWSLETTER

USHERS GREETERS
March 23 Dick Stebbins/Darrell Kelly Carolyn Morris & Winnie Z
March 30 Gary & Brenda Sjerven Winnie Zahradka & Sherry W

Join Our Crafting Community at Bethesda! Continuing with a Green Crafts
theme, plan to attend ways to repurpose bottles. We will be using mod podge
and decorating bottles that can be used for displaying flowers, feathers, etc.
This is the last of the Winter Green Craft Sessions that are open to the public.
So, join us on Monday, March 24 from 9-11 am.

THIS WEEK AT Bethesda March 17, 2025 — March 23, 2025
Monday 3/17 10:00 am Council Meeting

11:30 am Cards

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

Tuesday 3/18 9:00 am Chair Yoga
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Wednesday 3/19

Thursday  3/20

Sunday 3/23

9:00 am
3:30 pm
4:30 pm
8:00 am
9:15 am

9:00 am

Women’s Bible Study
Potluck
Lenten Worship

ROMEOS
Chair Yoga

Worship in Person & live stream

(with communion)

UPDATE - Status of the Call Committee

David Brown

OPENING HYMN:  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” #3834 ELW
(Please Stand on the last Verse)
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I Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv-est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry:  thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes.,
nor want - ing. nor wast-ing, thou rul - est ! might;
in all  life thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their  sight;
04 — .
most  bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient  of Days.
thy Jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der: oh, help us to see
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might - y,  vic - (o - rious,
clouds which are foun-tains
with - er and per - ish,
on - ly the splen-dor

thy great name we  praise!
of good - ness and love.
but naught chang-eth  thee.
of light hid - eth  thee!



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the
tender compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with
the radical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even
though you have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant
gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the
Cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the
wandering ones home. In & Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in

God’s house forever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of the covenant,

in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather
all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12,17-18
! After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” > But Abram
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said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 2 And Abram said, “You have given me
no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” # But the word
of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very
own issue shall be your heir.” ® He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him,
“So shall your descendants be.” ® And he believed the Lord; and the Lord
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.”  But he said, “O Lord God, how
am I to know that I shall possess it?” ® He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and
a young pigeon.” 1° He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each
half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. ! And when birds
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.

17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

PSALM: Psalm 27

! The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? The Lord is
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

2 When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they, my foes and
my enemies, will stumble and fall.

3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. Though war rise
up against me, my trust will not be shaken.

4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the
Lord and to seek God in the temple.



® For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden
places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.

® Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will
sing and make music to the Lord.

" Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.

8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O Lord, I
will seek.

® Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast
me not away—yYyou have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.

19 Though my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will take me in.
11 Teach me your way, O Lord; lead me on a level path, because of my
Oppressors.

12 Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against me, false
witnesses breathing violence.

13 This I believe—that | will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the
living!

14 Wait for the Lord and be strong. Take heart and wait for the Lord!

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17—4:1
17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. 8 For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; | have often told you of them, and now | tell you even with tears.
19 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their
shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 2° But our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. %! He
will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body
of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to
himself. ! Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL.: Luke 13:31-35
Glory to you, O Lord

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” *> He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for
me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow,
and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I
must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.” 3 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often have | desired to gather your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
% See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord.””

The gospel of the Lord ~ Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON

SERMON HYMN: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” #597 ELW

I My hope is  built o1 noth - ing less than
2 When dark - ness weils his love - ly face, |

3 His oath, his cov - ¢ - nant, his blood sus
4 When he shall come with trrum - pet sound,  oh,

Je - sus’ blood and righ - teous - ness;  no mer - it of my
rest  on his un - chang-ing grace; in ev - 'ry high and
tain  me in the rag - ing flood; when all Sup - ports  are
may | then in him  bhe found. clothed in his righ - teous -
N : .
- 1 - . :l J J I'J ;
OWTl I claim, but  whol - ly lean  on Je - sus’ name.
storm - vy gale my an - chor holds with - in the vell.
washed a - way, he then is all my hope and  stay.
ness a - lome, re - deemed to stand be -  fore the throne!
Refram
| | .
]
= " o o
On Christ, the sol -id  rock, 1 stand: all oth -er ground is  sink - ing sand.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches
of Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and
stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen
the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they
would not be silenced but heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your
people what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work
for justice and safeguard the world for future generations. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill
in body or mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially). May all know
they are not alone. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.



Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who
are divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set
aside grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your
mercy,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who
have gone before us (especially). Help us to trust in you as they did and to live
according to their example. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please be seated for the passing of the offering plate.

OFFERING - Please stand as the ushers bring the offering to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you
spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into
being. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.



By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful
to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

BLESSING
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,
++ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “God of Grace and God of Glory” #705 ELW
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| God of grace and (God of glo - v, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - 1 - na - fon to  the e - vils
04 — ' !
 (an ) = P — T —
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch's  sto - ry;
sail  his  ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, selt - 1sh glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let  the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow'r.  Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to taith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -y ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-mg of this hour for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest  we muss your kKing-dom’s goal. lest we miss vour King-dom's goal.
serv - ing yvou whomwe a - dore, serv - ing vou whom we a - dore.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

Visitors! It has been great having you join us for worship!
Please come again.

THOSE SERVING THIS WEEK
Ushers: Barry & Donna Ansell
Greeters: Gary & Brenda Sjerven
Lector: Karen Elias

Hospitality: Joy Vossen

Thank you for your service!
Response to God’s Word Last Week

Sunday, March 9, 2025: In Person: 9:00am _50 Online: _16
Wednesday, March 12, 2025: In Person: 4:30pm _18 Online: 9
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