BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MALMO
21590 State Highway 47, Isle, MN 56342
July 20th, 2025 9:00 a.m.

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

MISSION STATEMENT
We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
We will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
We will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all.

We are a community that is passionate about sharing the love of Jesus Christ, and
we provide as many opportunities as we can to help everyone grow spiritually, and in
loving service to the community and the world.

Welcome to Bethesda Lutheran Church!
Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we're glad you're here.
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and
celebrate the work we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about
the ELCA visit www.elca.org).

+ GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

~ The assembly responds together with texts in bold print ~

The Friendship Notebook helps us remember that we don’t worship alone.
Please sign it, pass it on, and take a moment to connect with someone around you.

We welcome the joyful presence of children in worship.
If you need a quieter space, an unstaffed nursery is available down the hallway
through the double doors to the left as you exit the sanctuary.



LIFE TOGETHER - ANNOUNCEMENTS

Find the full list of Life Together announcements near the end of the bulletin.

GATHERING SONG: “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” ELW #676
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let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may  feed your hun - g’ring ones  with man - na sweet.
thcy may reach the hid - den depths of man - y®a heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell.  your praise to  show.

ext: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann, 1810-1856

(Please rise in body or spirit on the last Verse)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,

as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
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but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

The presiding minister leads the words of forgiveness.
The gathering responds: Amen.

GREETING
The immeasurable grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the rich mercy and love of God,
and the unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Loving God, still our racing minds and quiet the worries that crowd our
hearts. Give us moments to pause at your feet, to savor your word and the
music that draws us close to you. Let your nearness shape how we live with
our families, in our work, throughout our neighborhoods and schools. Form
us as your people, ready to worship and to follow. In Jesus Christ our Lord,
in whom your fullness dwells. Amen.

+ HEARING GOD’S WORD +
SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 18:1-10a

The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the
birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age.

1The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of
his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down
to the ground. 3He said, "My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your
servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree. > Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and
after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said,
“Do as you have said.” ® And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said,
“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to
the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf
that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree
while they ate.

°They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the
tent.” 192 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife
Sarah shall have a son.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
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PSALM: 15

L LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
>Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the
truth from their heart;

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not
cast discredit upon a neighbor.

4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the
LorD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SCRIPTURE READING: Colossians 1:15-28

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in
you.” Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering,
and glory.

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;!°for in
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created
through him and for him. !’ He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. ¥ He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. '°For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ?° and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, %2 he
has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and
blameless and irreproachable before him—23 provided that you continue securely
established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by
the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

241 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the
church. 2°1 became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me
for you, to make the word of God fully known, 2¢the mystery that has been hidden
throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 2/ To
them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 81t is he whom we
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.



Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her
concern for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else:
abiding in the presence of God.

This is the story of God’s unconditional love flowing down.
Glory to you, O Lord

38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village,
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 3° She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 4°But
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do
you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to
help me.” 4! But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; 4?there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

This is the story of grace upon grace that covers us. ~ Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Reverend Christina Kadelbach
SONG OF THE DAY: “"Give Me Jesus” ELW #770
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual

*+ SHARING AND RECEIVING THE GIFTS OF GOD

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Following each petition the gathering responds:

God of grace, hear our prayer.

PEACE
May Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, fill you with love,
mend you with mercy, and grant you peace. And also with you.

We are changed by Christ’s peace and now we have the holy opportunity to extend
that peace to others. Share a sign of Christ’s peace with others.

The gathering is seated.

OFFERING

Giving is an act of worship our response to God’s goodness and grace.
Your gifts support the ministry of Bethesda Lutheran Church and extend God’s love
into the world. During this time the table is set. '
For the healing of this world, let us give our tithes and offerings.

Ways to Give:
e Place your offering in the plate as it is passed by the ushers.
e Give electronically through Vanco Services. Forms available in the Narthex.
e Use the giving app by scanning the QR code.
e Recurring or one-time online options https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-
lutheran-church-of-malmo
Thank you for your faithful and generous support.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our



labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The presiding minister leads the communion liturgy.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven Holy be your name.
Your kingdom come your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us the wrong we have done
As we forgive those who wrong us.

And do not put us to the test

But deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
Are yours now and forever, forever.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Holy Communion is a gift of grace, where we receive the presence of Jesus in bread

and wine and are reminded that we are deeply loved. All who hunger for mercy and
hope are welcome at this feast. Jesus is the host, and the invitation is wide.

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

Communion Notes:

e Gluten-free wafers are available, please let your server know.

¢ Alcohol-free juice is located in the center of each tray (lighter in color).

e If you prefer to receive communion at your seat, please inform an usher.

¢ If you choose not to commune, you are warmly invited to come forward to receive
a blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BLESSING

The presiding minister leads the blessing the gathering responds: Amen.
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SENDING SONG: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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Texr: Wialter Chalmers Smmith, 182414908, al

Music: 5T, DEMIO. Welsh traditional

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God!

We’re grateful to have worshiped with you today wherever you are, you are part of this
community. Come again, and join us in service, prayer, and fellowship throughout the week.

Join us in the Fellowship Hall following worship for coffee, tea, treats, and conversation.
It’s a wonderful time to connect and we’re always grateful for those who help host!

Acknowledgements: Texts and hymns rom sundaysandseasons.com copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS028183. New Revised Standard Version
updated edition Bible Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Additional Liturgical texts © 2025 Reverend Christina Kadelbach.

LIFE TOGETHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Life Together highlights the rhythms of our shared life at Bethesda- upcoming events, ways to connect,
serve, and grow in faith together. Take a look at what’s happening and join in where you feel called.
There’s a place for you here!
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PRAYER & CARE LIST Jim Christensen & Teri Carlson

As a community of faith, we are committed to holding one another in prayer and care. We
invite you to pray for those listed here and offer support as you are able. To request prayers

for yourself or someone else (with their permission) please contact the church office.

HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Serve or bring treats to help create a
warm, welcoming space after worship. Sign-up is by the serving window in the
Fellowship Hall. Thanks for your support!
LECTORS NEEDED Help bring scripture to life! Sign up in the Narthex to read during
worship. Thanks for sharing your voice!
THE VEGGIE STAND IS OPEN! Saturdays 7:30-11:00 AM Stop by for sweet corn,
baked goods, and homemade jelly. Proceeds support local needs. Bakers, we
welcome your donations! Pull up a chair, grab a coffee, and enjoy good company.
We've got the chairs and coffee- just come!
LET’S GO FISHING provides free fishing and boating trips for senior citizens,
individuals with disabilities, and veterans.
July 22nd at 12:30 on Bay Lake. (just added)
July 30t at 4:30 Nature tour on Rice Lake.
Aug 27t at 4:30 Nature tour on Rice Lake.
Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex on your way into the Fellowship Hall.
Come enjoy a peaceful day on the water!
WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM MEETING Tuesday, July 22nd at 4:30pm (before choir
practice). Anyone interested to joining the committee can just show up or talk to
Julie Swaggert.
CHOIR PRACTICE Tuesdays at 5:30pm. Anyone interested can just show up and
join the choir! All are welcome.
CRAFTERS GATHERING Monday, 21t at 9:00 a.m. Come enjoy a fun and creative
morning with fellow crafters! We’ll be working on a special project for the Holiday
Bazaar and will continue meeting on a variety of Mondays throughout the summer
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. No experience needed!
PARKING NOTICE To those using our lot as a carpool meet-up spot: please park
along the outer edge near the pollinator sanctuary. This helps keep the lot clear in
case emergency access is needed for a medical helicopter landing.
NEW MEMBERS Thinking about making Bethesda Lutheran Church your church
home? We’'d love to welcome you into our community! If you're interested in
becoming a member or simply learning more, please contact Pastor Christina or the
church office.
NAME TAGS HELP US CONNECT Wearing a name tag is a simple and meaningful
way to help us learn each other’s names and grow in community. Please remember
to wear your reusable name tag each Sunday. Guest name tags are available near
the guest book by the main entrance doors.
PASTORAL CARE We care about you! If you are hospitalized, going through a
difficult time, or in need of support, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Contact
Pastor Christina or one of our parish nurses, Darlene or Kathy- we're here for you.
WELCOME GIFTS As a small gesture of hospitality, we offer a Bethesda mug to
guests who join us for worship. If you're visiting today, we're glad you're here please
take one as our gift to you!
RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD LAST WEEK
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Sunday, July 13th, 2025, In Person: _69 Online: _18

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA
Monday, July 21st
9:00 am  Crafters
10:00 am Council Meeting
11:30 am Pinochle
7:00 pm  AA/Alanon
Tuesday, July 22nd
9:00 am  Chair Yoga
9:00 am  Quilters
12:30 pm Let’s Go Fishing (Bay Lake)
4:00 pm  Bell Practice
4:30 pm  Worship & Music Meeting
5:30 pm  Choir Practice
Wednesday, July 23
9:00 am  Women’s Bible Study
Thursday, July 24th
8:00 am  ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out)
9:15 am  Chair Yoga
Friday, July 25th
Saturday, July 26t
7:30-11 am Veggie Stand
Sunday, July 27th
9:00 am  Worship in Person & live stream
Bethesda Lutheran Church blcmalmo.org
Office: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123) Fax: 320-684-2836
E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com
A member congregation of the NE MN Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Ministers: All People of Bethesda Lutheran Church
Pastoral Ministries: Reverend Christina Kadelbach
blc.reverend@gmail.com 218.213.6731

Church Secretary: Mary Braun

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN 320-279-0097
Kathy Berland RN ANP 218-838-6181

Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or
Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097

Custodial and Maintenance: Gary Sjerven

Music Specialist & Sound Technician: Jim Christensen
Choir Director: Teri Carlson

Praise Team: Jim Christensen, Darlene Christensen, Sheila Penoyer, Sherry Whipple
July Altar Care: Dianne Jones, Kat Carlson, Carol Pantsari

Serving this week:

Greeters: Mary Braun & Jenny Schuett
Ushers: Barry & Donna Ansell

Lector: Karen Elias
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Hospitality: Dennis Hennessy, Julie Swaggert, Jeannine Bruesewitz, Patti Smith

Those serving on July 27th:

Ushers: Gary & Brenda Sjerven  Greeters: Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins
Lector: Merrily Jones

Hospitality: Dennis Hennessy, Julie Swaggert, Jeannine Bruesewitz, Patti Smith

11



