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Bethesda 
Life-Line 

 
Bethesda Mission Statement: 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all 

 

Sept. 7 Sunday Worship       9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Sept. 14 Sunday Worship     9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Sept. 21 Worship   9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Sept. 28 Sunday Worship     9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Save the Dates! 

 
September 14th  

pancake breakfast  

after the Service! 

 

 

 

September 19th at 5:30. Bonfire! 
 

Lefse making will be Oct 20 & 21. 

 

The bazaar will be Oct. 25th 
 

  
2025 

 
Bonfire Night is Back! 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our August 

bonfire—it was a cozy, laughter-filled evening under 

the stars! We’re excited to keep the tradition going, so 

mark your calendars: the next bonfire is coming up on 

Friday, September 19 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Bring a chair, a friend, and your favorite stories—we’ll 

bring the firewood and good vibes. Check your 

bulletin for more info.  See you there! 

 

         Food Handler Certification Update 
We’re thrilled to share that five members have 

successfully completed their Food Handler 

Certificates—thank you for stepping up to help keep 

our events safe and delicious! 

We’re still looking for volunteers to join the 

upcoming certification classes. If you’re interested in 

helping out with food prep or serving at future 

gatherings, this is a great way to get involved. 

Let’s keep the momentum going—your support makes 

all the difference! 

 

Drummer Wanted! 
Do you love making music and keeping the beat? 

We’re looking for a drummer to join our worship 

team! 

 

Our drum set is currently not in use and will be moved 

out of the sanctuary to help declutter and reorganize 

our space. We're also planning to add a new storage 

cabinet to house equipment and match our existing 

furnishings. 

 

If you—or someone you know—has a heart for rhythm 

and a desire to serve, we’d love to hear from you!  For 

more info, stop by the office or reach out to the 

worship team. Let’s make a joyful noise together! 

  

This Photo by Unknown 

https://www.franklinmatters.org/2019/04/all-you-can-eat-pancake-breakfast-apr-14.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Pastor Christina 
 

“What does the Lord require of 

you but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God? – Micah 6:8  

 

Highlights from the 2025 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly The wider church gathered in Phoenix for 

the Churchwide Assembly, the official decision 

making body of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. This gathering happens once every three 

years and helps set the direction for our shared life in 

Christ. This year, two significant elections took place: 

• Bishop Yehiel Curry was elected Presiding Bishop. 

Bishop Curry currently serves the Metro Chicago 

Synod. He is known as a dynamic, grounded leader, 

with a background in teaching and social work before 

being called by his home congregation into pastoral 

ministry.  

• Rev. CeCee Mills was elected Secretary of the 

ELCA. Rev. Mills serves as Assistant to the Bishop in 

North Carolina and has long been active in renewal 

movements within the church. Both Bishop Curry and 

Secretary Mills bring a passion for mission 

development and raising up new ministries.  
 

They are the first African-American leaders to hold 

these two top offices in the ELCA, which is a historic 

and hopeful moment for our church. This also reminds 

us of the global Lutheran community, 77 million 

Lutherans worldwide, with the largest numbers in 

Ethiopia and Tanzania. The “average Lutheran” today 

is an African woman in her 30s. For those of us in a 

denomination that is 98% white, this is a call to 

faithful allyship. I will be reading See Me, Believe 

Me: A Guide to Deepen Allyship with Congregational 

Leaders of Color by Rev. Yolanda Denson-Byers, and 

I’ve ordered copies for our Church Council. I also 

have extra copies available for anyone else who would 

like to participate in this faithful work. This is an 

opportunity for us to prepare ourselves, as leaders and 

as a congregation, to support our new Presiding 

Bishop and Secretary and to help shape a more 

welcoming and faithful church. Beyond these 

elections, the Assembly took important actions, 

including:  

• Adopting a new social statement on Faith & Civic 

Life  

• Reaffirming commitments to justice and peace in 

Palestine  

• Addressing the history of Indian Boarding Schools  

• Naming the crisis of Missing & Murdered Indigenous 

Women & Girls  

• Lifting up climate justice, racial justice, and 

advocacy for those facing deportation  

• Strengthening unity with the Eastern Church on the 

Nicene Creed  

• Teaching and study on God’s Word, human 

sexuality, and the life of our church.  

I encourage anyone in our congregation who feels a 

spark of interest to consider getting involved in synod 

or churchwide ministries. Our church is always in 

motion, and your voice and gifts are deeply needed.  

In peace, Pastor Christina 

 

Bethesda Church Council Minutes 
Minutes for August 16, 2025 

 

Attendees:  Mary Braun, Dean Malotky, Gray Sjerven, 

Joanne Stueven, Donna Ansell, Larry Pantsari, Pastor 

Christina Kadelbach, Sylvia Tapelt. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Christina 

and the opening prayer was given by Pastor Christina. 
 

Secretary's Report.  Motion was made to accept 

minuets from July by Mary Braun and 2nd by Donna 

Ansell 
 

Treasurer's Report: Financial review and current the 

month of July was presented by Mary Braun. Motion 

was made to accept the minutes of the meeting from 

July by Donna Ansell and 2nd by Gary Sjerven passed. 
 

Pastor's Report I want to thank everyone who helped 

with the Corn Feed; your hard work created a kind, 

welcoming and joy-filled atmosphere that many people 

noticed and appreciated. It was a beautiful example of 

how this congregation shows up for one another. 
 

At the recent ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Phoenix, 

our denomination elected two new leaders; Bishop 

Yehiel Curry as Presiding Bishop and Rev. CeCee 

Mills as Secretary. This is the first time in ELCA 

history that both offices are held by leaders of color, a 

milestone worth celebrating. In light of this, I am 

inviting our Council and anyone in the congregation 

who would like to join us to read See Me, Believe Me: 

A Guide to Deepen Allyship with Congregational 

Leaders of Color by Rev. Yolanda Denson-Byers. It’s a 

way for us to learn, grow, and support our new leaders 

with faithfulness and grace. 
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You may also have noticed that the sanctuary doors 

now remain open throughout worship. This simple act 

is more than practical it reflects our ELCA calling to 

embody Christ’s welcome, offering hospitality, safety, 

and a reminder that the Gospel is always open and 

flowing into the world.  
 

Old Business   

• A Pancake Breakfast will be held on Sunday, 

September 14th following our worship service to raise 

money for the shipping of the container going to 

Village of Hope in Zambia. We are collecting used 

bicycles (in good condition) to be included in that 

container.  You can drop off bikes behind the brown 

shed on the south side of the parking lot. 

• Food handlers Certificates have been completed by 5 

members so far. Volunteers for the classes are still 

needed.   

• The Friday night bonfire went well, and the next one 

is scheduled for September 19th at 5:30.  

• Another successful Corn feed. Thank you to every 

that helped make this successful. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Worship and Music Committee Meeting Minutes 

(WAM) 

Tuesday, August 19th…...4:30pm.  Fellowship Hall 

Present:  Pastor Christina, Jim Christenson, Patti 

Smith, Teri Carlson, Julie Swaggert 

Devotions by Pastor Christina 

Items Discussed: 

Outdoor Worship: We celebrated the beauty of our 

lakeside setting during August 10th 

outdoor service. Looking ahead, we’ll continue 

exploring how music, God’s Word, and 

hospitality can help us experience God in creation. 

Welcoming New Members: New Member Sunday is 

August 24. Materials have been updated, 

and Bethesda is committed to an ongoing spirit of 

welcome and encouragement for those 

joining our community. 

Upcoming Events: The Bonfire, Picnic, and Sing-

along originally planned for late August will 

now take place on Thursday, September 19, by the 

firepit and gardens. Mark your calendars! 

Music Ministries: Choir, Bell Choir, and Praise Team 

are preparing for the months ahead, and 

new participants are always welcome. 

Looking Ahead: Plans are beginning for Advent and 

Christmas, and we are working on ways to 

make worship meaningful and accessible for all. 

 

We are grateful for the gifts of music, creation, and 

community that enrich our worship life 

together. 
 

Next meeting: Tuesday, September 16th at 4:30pm 

Respectfully submitted:  Julie Swaggert 
 

Property Committee - August 11, 2025 

• There will be a three-week rotation cycle on 

the mowers. Two will always be in the garage. 

Gary will have the third one for maintenance as 

needed. 

• Gary was able to get the zero Turn fixed. New 

hydraulic oil and a filter. Total cost $50 

• Repair slips for the mowers will be in the 

garage. 

• Kathy and Diane are signed up for mowing this 

week 

• We will be mowing the parsonage in addition 

to the church grounds 

• Gary has purchased a vertical scissors lift that 

he will be renting back to the church. 

Depending on our usage he may be open to a 

partnership arrangement with the church. If 

interested, this may be a future topic for 

discussion. Let Gary know if you have a need 

coming up for the lift. We are trying to limit 

ladder use going forward. 

• Gary plans on re-lamping the cross in the front 

of the church in about two weeks. 

• Gary hopes to seal the memory garden and start 

striping the parking lot in the next few weeks. 

• Gary has struck a deal with the Amish for four 

new picnic tables to be delivered next spring. 

The cost will be $30/table with trade in of the 

old ones. 

• Gary is planning on implementing monthly 

pancake breakfasts during coffee hour after 

church. He is looking for volunteers to help. 

• He is also looking for volunteers to sign up for 

getting food safety certified. 
 

New Business: .  

• Property Committee update- Darrell Kelly gave the 

update for the property committee. Gary has made a 

deal with the Amish for 4 new picnic tables to be 

delivered next spring. The cost will be $30.00 per table 

and trade in old ones. The striping of the parking lot 

and sealing the memory garden will be done in the 

next few weeks.  The lawn mowers will be stored in 

the garage. A riser for the septic system is still needed. 
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Teen group bonfire to be determined. 
 

Next council meeting is Monday September 15th at 

10:00 am 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mary 

Braun and 2nd by Gary Sjerven and passed. 

The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Submitted by Sylvia Tapelt 
 

 
 

WELCA Meeting, August 20, 2025 

President Penny Sjoquist opened the meeting 

with 11 members present.  Jeannine led devotions. 

The secretary’s report was accepted as 

published in the Life Line.  Motion to accept the report 

by Darlene Christensen and seconded by LuAnn 

Gordon.  Motion carried. 

Dianne gave the treasurer’s report with a 

balance on hand of $8, 453.38.  Motion to accept the 

report by Jeannine Bruesewitz and seconded by Jenny 

Schuett.  Motion carried. 

Corn Feed was discussed.  Sandy was 

commended for greeting and directing our diners as 

they came into the Fellowship Hall.  We will add that 

position to next year’s event.  More bars will be 

needed next year.  We served 155 guests this year.   

Having a WELCA luncheon was discussed.  

The fall is so busy for everyone so was tabled until a 

future meeting.  Possibility of having a spring 

luncheon. 

Craft Room used by the Crafters and Quilters 

passed the inspection for meeting fire code. 

Our Bazaar is October 25th this year.  Lefse 

making will be October 20-21.  Price for lefse will 

continue to be $5/bag.  Barb Forrester showed the 

beautiful quilt made by Bet Jacobs that will be on the 

 raffle this year.   

Darlene Christensen discussed using a Thrivent 

Grant to support an event of collecting supplies for 

Hope Lodge in Minneapolis. 

The Heartland Fall Gathering will be on 

October 4th at Bethel Lutheran Church in Little Falls.  

Having a Spring Gathering again here at Bethesda for 

our Heartland Conference was discussed.  This was 

tabled until our October 1 meeting.  Future dates to put 

on calendar are June 15-16, 2026 for the Summer 

Convention Gathering at Zion Lutheran Church in 

Grand Rapids and the 2026 Triennial Gathering that 

will be July 16-19 in Des Moines. 

The kitchen clean-up will be on Monday, 

August 25th at 8:00 a.m.   

LuAnn Gordon discussed a family’s need for 

school supplies at the Isle School.  Motion made by 

Darlene Christensen to give $300 to LuAnn to 

purchase school supplies needed for the children.  

Dianne Jones seconded, and carried a motion. 

There is a large group of our women who are 

going to attend the CARE Age Well & Age Strong 

Conference and Resource Fair at the 40 Club 

Convention Center in Aitkin on September 17. 

Discussion of where the $1,500 made from the 

Corn Feed would go.  Motion made by Barb Forrester 

to give $375 each to the Isle, Garrison, and Aitkin 

Food Shelves and the Isle Elementary Teacher’s Fund.  

LuAnn Gordon seconded and motion carried. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

  
Thank you 

Thanks for the prayers and food deliveries while Joy 

was hospitalized. I could rest knowing my family was 

well nourished. 
 

Bethesda has helped us tremendously over the years 

and we don’t say thank you enough. But truly you are 

all gifts we are thankful for. 

Shane and Vicki Vossen 

 

Thank You for a Wonderful Corn Feed! 

WELCA extends a heartfelt thank you to everyone 

who helped make the Corn Feed on Saturday, August 

16 such a joyful success! From the volunteers who 

prepped and served, to each guest who joined us — 

your presence made the evening truly special. 
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Thanks to your support, we shared good food, great 

company, and a whole lot of laughter. Events like 

these remind us how lucky we are to be part of such a 

generous and welcoming community. 

We’re already looking forward to next year! 
 

 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 

New Series Begins Sept. 10 at 9:00am  

in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for “Together by Grace: Bible 

Conversations on Romans” 

Romans proclaims the good news that 

God’s saving love in Christ is for all 

people and all creation- nothing can 

separate us from that love. This study 

will help us explore grace, faith, and life together in 

Christ. 
 

A roundtable-style study that invites us to dwell in 

Scripture and in community. With guided 

conversations and open-ended questions, we’ll engage 

the text honestly, wrestle with tough questions, and 

listen for the Spirit together. All women are welcome; 

come as you are, bring a friend, and pull up a chair. 

New study begins Wednesday, September 10th at 9:00 

am.  
 

 

 
 

This special day is set aside across the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America as a time to celebrate 

who we are: one church, freed in Christ to serve and 

love our neighbor. 
 

Service is at the heart of our Lutheran faith. Every act 

of kindness, every effort of care in daily life flows 

from a living confidence in God’s grace. On this day, 

we join together in that joyful calling. 
 

Here at Bethesda, you are invited to participate in two 

ways: 

• Beach Walk & Clean-Up – Gather at Reddy 

Creek (4 miles west of Malmo on Hwy 18) at 

11:00 am to walk the beach and help care for 

creation. 

• Service Beyond the Walls – Step into your own 

neighborhood or community, offering your 

time and talents in creative and personal ways. 

This could mean helping a neighbor, 

contributing to global advocacy, or simply 

finding ways to share Christ’s love wherever 

you are. 

This year’s focus encourages us to look outward—

reminding us that God’s work is never confined to a 

single place. Through our hands, Christ’s love reaches 

into homes, communities, and the wider world. 
 

 

Come Craft with Us! 
Calling All Crafters for September 

we will meet on the 15th and 29th.  

We will finish projects with the possibility 

of a surprise craft I am checking out.  Our Bazaar date 

is October 25th and will be here before we know it.  
 

We’re gathering on select Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. 

for joyful mornings filled with creativity, connection, 

and a shared purpose—getting ready for this year’s 

Holiday Bazaar on October 25. 
 

Whether you’re a seasoned crafter or simply curious to 

try something new, there’s a place for you at the table. 

Our projects are easy to dive into—think painting, 

gluing, assembling, and plenty of laughter along the 

way. This year’s theme is Repurpose with a Purpose, 

so we’ll be transforming everyday items into beautiful, 

meaningful creations. 
 

We also welcome handmade contributions in any 

style—your unique touch is what makes this event 

truly shine. Let’s create something wonderful together! 
 

Upcoming Crafting Dates: 

•  September 5 

•  September 29 

•  October 6  
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 Calling All Coffee Champs and Bakers! 

We are brewing up fellowship—and we need your 

help! Whether you can pour a pot, whip up something 

sweet, or swing by the store for a delicious treat, we 

would love to have you on the hospitality team. Sign 

up to serve coffee or bring (or buy) baked goods and 

help make Sundays a little warmer and sweeter! 
 

OFFERING 

Giving is an act of worship—a 

faithful response to God’s grace. 

Your gifts support Bethesda’s 

ministry and help share God’s 

love. As the table is set, let us 

give for the healing of the world. 
 

Ways to Give: 

• Place your offering in the plate during worship 

• Use Vanco Services (forms in the Narthex) 

• Scan the QR code to give through the app 
 

Recurring or one-time online options 

https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-lutheran-

church-of-malmo  

Thank you for your faithful and generous support. 

 

 

Can't join us in person? Tune in live 

from wherever you are! 

Missed a service? Watch the recorded 

service at your convenience. 

Simply visit YouTube and search for 

Bethesda Lutheran Church - Malmo, MN. Scroll 

through the videos to find the service from the date 

you need. 

Thank You for a Wonderful Outdoor Worship! 

 

 
 

The Sunday service under the open 

sky was a true blessing. From the 

music to the message, and the 

fellowship in between—what a joyful 

way to worship together! 

 

 

Rooted in Grace: 

September Reflections from Bethesda Church 

As the leaves begin to turn and the air carries that first 

hint of autumn, we’re reminded of the beauty of 

change and the steady presence of God through every 

season. September invites us to pause, reflect, and 

reconnect—with our faith, our neighbors, and the 

rhythms that ground us. 

This month, we celebrate the return of familiar 

routines: choir rehearsals return and fill the halls with 

joyful noise, and fellowship gatherings bring warmth 

to cooler evenings. Whether you’re joining us for 

worship, lending a hand at the food shelf, or simply 

stopping by for coffee and conversation, your presence 

is a blessing. 

https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-lutheran-church-of-malmo
https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-lutheran-church-of-malmo
https://www.youtube.com/c/bethesdalutheranchurchmalmomn
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VILLAGE OF HOPE 

REQUESTING 

DONATIONS 

Zion Lutheran Church in 

Buffalo will be sending a shipping container 

full of supplies to the Village of Hope in 

Zambia this fall. One of the items they are 

requesting are bicycles (in good/usable 

condition). They will be sold or used by people 

in the village. Drop off your bikes here at 

church through September 14th (the container 

will be packed starting on September 15th in 

Buffalo). Call the office if you need someone 

to come pick up the bikes, we'll pick them up 

from your house. 

 

    

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

We will be holding a Pancake Breakfast right 

after worship on September 14th to raise 

money for the cost of the 

shipping container.  It will 

be free will donations and 

we will be serving 

pancakes, sausages, fruit, 

juice and coffee. Come 

join us for a nice breakfast 

and visit with one another.  
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USHERS by Gary & Brenda Sjervin 

Sept. 7 Mark & Mary Vukelich 

Sept. 14 Julie Swaggert & Dennis Hennessy 

Sept. 21 Barry & Donna Ansell 

Sept. 28 Sherry Whipple & Winnie Zahradka 

 

GREETERS by Gary & Brenda Sjervin 

Sept. 7 Wally & Bev Swenson 

Sept. 14 Dean & Cheryl Malotky 

Sept. 21 Gary & Brenda Sjerven 

Sept. 28 Larry & Carol Pantsari 

 

Altar Care Dianne Jones 

Sept. Sylvia Tapelt and Winnie Zahradka 

October, Elsa Carlson and Barb Forrester 

November,  Patti Smith and Carol Pantsari 

December, Kat Carlson and Dianne Jones 

 

Sunday Hospitality 

Sept. 7    Bob & Kat Carlson 

Sept. 14  PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Sept. 21  

Sept. 28  

 

 

 

 
Sept. 4 Joan & Dennis Petersen 

Sept. 7 Donna & Barry Ansell 

Sept. 8 Kat & Bob Carlson 

Sept. 8 Melody & Steve Lackner 

Sept. 13 Sara & Steven Lebens 

Sept. 15 JoAnn & Ron Haglund 

Sept. 20 Nicole & Ian Dzubay 

Sept. 26 Darlene & Jim Christensen 

Sept. 27 Arty & Ron Heins 

 

 
 

Sept. 1 Charles Follmer 

Sept. 1 Neda Vossen 

Sept. 2 Darlene Meinert 

Sept. 3 Ronald Aho 

Sept. 3 Dolores Block 

Sept. 4 Norm McGibbon 

Sept. 4 Lynne Meidlinger 

Sept. 6 Patricia Wanous 

Sept. 7 Charles Carlson 

Sept. 10 Dorothy Mundinger 

Sept. 12 Ian Dzubay 

Sept. 13 Jeff Fredrick 

Sept. 14 Dawn Kellen 

Sept. 15 Gene Miller 

Sept. 15 Kirk Swenson 

Sept. 16 Elizabeth Brown 

Sept. 16 Minnie Gilbert 

Sept. 17 Mallory Hanson 

Sept. 17 Merrily Jones 

Sept. 17 Julie Swaggert 

Sept. 19 Steve Lackner 

Sept. 23 Larry Pantsari 

Sept. 24 Greg Westerlund 

Sept. 26 Melody Lackner 

Sept. 26 Douglas Penoyer 

Sept. 26 Brian Simonson 

Sept. 27 Samantha Rassier 

 

 

 

 

Activities & Events 
September 2025 

If anyone is unable to fulfill an assignment below, please find your own substitute or notify the coordinator 


