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Bethesda Mission Statement:

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all

Oct. 5 Sunday Worship 9:00 AM
Communion
Oct. 12 Sunday Worship  9:00 AM
Communion
Oct. 19 Worship 9:00 AM
Communion
Oct. 26 Sunday Worship  9:00 AM
Communion

Upcoming Events
Save the Dates!
Come Craft with Us!

Upcoming Crafting Date: October 6
Lefse making will be Oct 20 & 21.

The bazaar will be Oct. 25"
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Snowbirds—Help Us Stay in Touch!
If you're heading south for the winter, please share
your seasonal address or email with the church office,
along with your departure and expected return dates.
This helps us keep our records accurate and ensures
you stay connected while you're away. Thank you for
helping us keep everything running smoothly!

Holiday Bazaar
Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo invites you to
our annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, October 25th
from 9 AM to 1 PM—a festive fundraiser hosted by
the Women of ELCA (WELCA) to support vital local
ministries like food shelves, school meals, Hope
Lodge, and more. Enjoy a lively morning of raffle
prizes (including a quilt, pottery, and hand-painted
cards), a delicious cookie walk, homemade lefse,
baked goods, and crafts. Whether you're donating,
baking, or browsing, your participation helps us live
out our motto: “You BUY — We GIVE.” Come
celebrate community, generosity, and the joy of the
season!

Cookies Needed!
Christmas cookies for the Annual Bazaar cookie
walk. Each church family is asked to donate 6 dozen.
Please bring them to the kitchen by Fri., Oct. 24", by
4:00 PM.

Welcome to Bethesda Lutheran Church!
We’re so grateful to have new members who joined
our church family on August 23rd. We warmly invite
anyone seeking a church home to become part of our
fellowship.

If you’re currently a member of another congregation
but wish to stay connected, you’re welcome to join us
as an associate member. Bethesda is a place where all
are embraced—we share God’s love and walk life’s
journey together. We look forward to growing in faith
and friendship with you!



Pastor Christina

October brings a gentle turning. Days grow shorter, the
air cools, and the colors of creation deepen. Autumn
invites us to pause, notice, and give thanks for the gifts
of God’s good earth. As the psalmist says, "The earth
is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those
who live in it" (Psalm 24:1).

This month, we celebrate Reformation Sunday. We
remember Martin Luther and the movement that
brought us back to the heart of our faith: we are saved
by God’s grace, through faith, as a gift. The
Reformation is not just a historical event; it reminds us
that God is always at work, reshaping us, calling us
back to what matters most, and reminding us of the
freedom we have in Christ. This season also calls us to
gratitude and to what we Lutherans call stewardship. It
is more than financial giving; it is a way of life shaped
by God’s generosity. The autumn harvest reminds us
that our time, talents, relationships, and even the
beauty around us are gifts to be shared. Stewardship is
about living with open hands, allowing God’s
blessings to flow through us into the lives of others.

As we begin October together, may we notice God’s
presence in the turning of the seasons, trust the Spirit’s
reforming work in our lives, and find joy in sharing
God’s abundance.

In Christ’s peace, Pastor Christina
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Bethesda Church Council Minutes
9/15/25 Minutes

Attendees: Mary Braun, Dean Malotky, Gray Sjerven,
Joanne Steuven, Donna Ansell, Larry Pantsari, Sylvia
Tapelt.

The meeting was called to order by Dean Malotky, and
the opening prayer was given by Mary Braun which
Pastor Christina provided in her absence.

Secretary's Report. Motion was made to accept
minuets from August by Mary Braun and 2" by Gary
Sjerven.

Treasurer's Report: Financial review and current
month was presented by Mary Braun. Motion was
made to accept the minuets of the meeting from
August by Donna Ansell and 2nd by Gary Sjerven and
passed.

Pastor’s Report

Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus. What a full
and meaningful month we’ve shared together in
ministry. Bethesda continues to be a congregation
deeply committed to living out God’s call, both
within our walls and in our wider community. [ am
grateful each day for the privilege of serving
alongside you.

This past month has been rich with worship life.
Highlights include:

* God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday where we blessed
vocations, welcomed Sari from Camp Onomia,

and were reminded that Bethesda lives out discipleship
through acts of love in the community. The feedback I
received was heartfelt, as people deeply resonated with
honoring their daily work as sacred.

* Our choirs have ministered in profound ways,
offering beauty and rest for my spirit and for the
congregations.

* | continue to accompany members and community
persons through hospital and home visits, grief, and
life transitions. These moments of prayer and presence
remain at the heart of my call.

* We received and welcomed new members with joy,
including long-time attenders who made Bethesda
their church home, and even my own daughter, a
deeply personal blessing.

* Gratitude continues to be expressed for Bethesda’s
care of one another through cards, meals, and
presence.

* [ am especially grateful for the Property Team and
custodial support for their tireless care and safety

of our facilities.

* Currently I’'m attending The Fall Theological
conference at Ruttger’s Sugar Lake Lodge in Grand
Rapids Theme: Sparking Abundant Life. Speaker:
Deacon Ross Murray

* [ remain grateful for your ongoing encouragement as
I settle more deeply into Bethesda’s rhythms.

Your openness to new ideas, as well as your steady



commitment to tradition, makes our shared

ministry strong.

* This has been a month of both joy and challenge, and
through it all I see Bethesda as a community of

faith that continually embodies grace.

Personal:

* This past week was a bit of a whirlwind as my son
Kobe married his fiancé on Friday, September 12th

in Colorado. Yes, I officiated.

* My spouse, Jason’s beloved Grandma Idell
Kadelbach died on Friday, September 12th the funeral
is this Friday.

Thank you for your faithful leadership and dedication.
I look forward to the season ahead as we continue to
worship, serve, and grow in Christ together.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Christina

Old Business:
* Food handlers Certificates have been completed by 5
members so far. We can always use more.

* Pancake Breakfast on September 14th, during
fellowship made $1,150.00, thank you all for making it
a success.

* In May, the council voted and agreed, that on all
events on church property there should be a $50
“upkeep contribution” made for the use of the church
and its equipment.

New Business: .

Property Committee update-

* We passed the OSHA/insurance inspection.

* A riser was added to the septic tank.

* The carpet in the fellowship hall, sanctuary and
narthex has been cleaned.

* The 4 new picnic tables will be delivered next
spring.

* The striping of the parking lot has begun.

* All the work on the nature trail has been done.

* Looking into painting the inside of the church next
year.

* Gary has purchased a vertical scissor lift. The church
will rent it for jobs that are not suitable for ladders,
especially in the sanctuary. It will be easier and less
expensive than renting one.

The CD at Neighborhood Bank matured on September
12" and we will let it renew.

Next council meeting is Monday October 20th at 10:00 am

Adjourn -The Lord's prayer A motion was made to

adjourn by Mary Braun and 2" by Gary Sjerven and
passed.

Submitted by Sylvia Tapelt

2025 TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund AUGUST YTD
(Envelope Giving)

Income Actual $ 8,518 $ 95,241
Budget $ 11,500 $ 92,000
All Funds

Total Income Actual $ 15,356 $138,364
Total Income Budget $ 12,654 $101,233
Expenses Actual $16,129 $ 98,748
Expenses Budget $ 11,745 $ 93,960
Over/(Short) $ (773) $ 39,616

In May, the council voted and
agreed, that on all events on
church property there should
be a $50 “upkeep
contribution” made for the use
of the church and its
equipment. This contribution
would be for both members
and non-members. On money-
making events it is suggested
the contribution should be either $50 or 5% of net
proceeds, whichever is more.
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MAINTENANCE

Please keep this contribution in mind when planning
events held at the church. Weddings, Baptisms, and
Funerals do have this contribution listed on the
Building Use Policy forms.

Can't join us in person? Tune in live
from wherever you are!
Missed a service? Watch the recorded
service at your convenience. Simply visit
o YouTube and search for Bethesda
Lutheran Church - Malmo, MN. Scroll through the
videos to find the service from the date you need.

CHOIR PRACTICE Tuesdays at

5:30pm. Anyone interested can just
show up and join the choir! All are

welcome.



https://www.youtube.com/c/bethesdalutheranchurchmalmomn

Calling All Coffee Champs and Bakers!

We are brewing up fellowship—and we

need your help! Whether you can poura __ \es=
pot, whip up something sweet, or swing “=*e»——
by the store for a delicious treat, we would love to
have you on the hospitality team. Sign up to serve
coffee or bring (or buy) baked goods and help make

Sundays a little warmer and sweeter!

Offering

Giving is an act of worship—a faithful response to
God’s grace. Your gifts support Bethesda’s ministry
and help share God’s love. As the table is set, let us
give for the healing of the world.

Ways to Give:

* Place your offering in the plate during worship

» Use Vanco Services (forms in the Narthex)

* Scan the QR code to give through the app

Recurring or one-time online options
https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-lutheran-
church-of-malmo Thank you for your faithful and
generous support.
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Thank you

Thanks to our Bethesda family for all the prayers,
calls, food, caring and kind words through Jim's cancer
journey. We are so grateful for the support you are
giving us.

Jim and Darlene Christensen

Insurance accepted: Blue Cross Blue Shield, Health
Partners, Medica, UCare, Medicare, Medicaid,
Medical Assistance or any MN Healthcare Program.
* Accepted insurance for billing does not guarantee
payment. There is a possibility that you will be
responsible for the cost of the flu shot provided by
Aitkin County Health & Human Services.

Pre-registration is preferred. Click on the link below
https://aitkincountypublichealth.as.me/schedule/f1e5¢9
1b/appointment/46696990/calendar/8941459?calendar
1ds=8941459 or scan the QR code below, or call 218-
927-7200 to schedule an appointment
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FLU SHOT CLINIC AT BETHESDA

Aitkin County Health & Human services will provide
a flu shot clinic here on Monday, October 6™ from
1:00pm — 4:00pm. See the information below for pre-
registration instructions.

Available vaccines: COVID-19 (65 yrs +), High dose
(65 yrs +), regular flu and FluMist will be available.

Parish Nurse Notes
Hope Lodge Thrivent Action Team Event

During the month of October Bethesda will be
collecting paper products (toilet paper, paper towels,
Kleenex and napkins) for Hope Lodge's fall project
"TP the Lodge".

Hope Lodge in Minneapolis opened in 2007 and it
provides a free, safe home away from home for cancer
patients and their caregivers during active cancer
treatments. Guests have a private fully furnished room
and bathroom, plus access to a community
kitchen, laundry room with free supplies, indoor and
outdoor gathering spaces for meditation and reflection,
library and movie room. It is staffed 24/7 to provide
programming and to assist with any needs their guests
may have.

Paper products can be brought to the church during
October and will be delivered to Hope Lodge. Watch
the bulletin announcements for other supplies that are
needed at Hope Lodge.

Soup and Cookie Ministry

Bethesda's Visitation Team brings cookies, soup and
other food items to the shut ins they visit each
month. If you have extra cookies, bars, soup or a
hotdish, put them in the freezer in the pantry. The
door has a compartment labeled for the visitation
team.


https://aitkincountypublichealth.as.me/schedule/f1e5c91b/appointment/46696990/calendar/8941459?calendarIds=8941459
https://aitkincountypublichealth.as.me/schedule/f1e5c91b/appointment/46696990/calendar/8941459?calendarIds=8941459
https://aitkincountypublichealth.as.me/schedule/f1e5c91b/appointment/46696990/calendar/8941459?calendarIds=8941459

@.. UPDATE ON
= BIKES TO THE
VILLAGE OF
HOPE IN
= ZAMBIA
On Monday,
September 15,
Lee Forrester,
Dave Stueven and Dennis Hennessy packed up the 45
adult and kids bikes that Bethesda had collected and
transported them to Zion Lutheran Church in Buffalo.
This was the first step of the journey the bikes will be
taking to the Village of Hope in Zambia, Africa. We
are the only church that collected bikes. A church in
Wisconsin brought school desks, chairs, file cabinets
and more. Zion’s focus was medical equipment and
supplies as the Village of Hope is building a medical
clinic. Everything from exam tables to IV stands to
more technical equipment and supplies has been
collected and is also ready to be packed. Purchasing
and sending a huge container is a massive project. Our
bikes and funds (from pancake breakfast and other
donations) were both appreciated and needed!

The bikes and those who transported them were
greeted in Buffalo by Zion folks who helped unload
the bikes and readied them for packing. On
Wednesday, September 17", the large container
arrived in Buffalo (40 feet long, 10 feet wide and 9
feet high). The goal for Zion is to have the container
ready to be shipped by October 1% with hopes of the
container arriving in Zambia by early January of 2026.
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We will continue to update you during the next few
weeks and months of the progress the container is
making towards the Village of Hope. Here is a brief
outline of the route:
e (Container shipped via semi-truck to
Minneapolis
e Container boards a train in Minneapolis and
heads to New York
e In New York the container goes on a large ship
and heads to Africa

e The container’s first stop in Africa is Dar es
Salaam Tanzania
e After it clears customs, another semi takes the
container through Tanzania
e Another customs check in Zambia and then to
the Village of Hope.
Pray for safe travels as this is a long journey! Thanks
so much for ALL of the help and prayers.
Julie Swaggert

READING THE BIBLE
Have you ever closed the Bible and

/ﬁ&\\\ thought, “w’hat d'id I just read?”
W Maybe you’ve tried to read through
= the Bible but quit when it felt
confusing or impersonal. Consider
dipping your toe in the pool by reading through the

New Testament with Pastor Christina beginning
October 1, 2025.

The following are meeting dates for the BLC Bible
Read of the New Testament. They are optional group
discussions led primarily by Pastor.

In person will happen the first Monday of each month
from 3-4 pm on October 6, November 3, December 1,
2025. Virtual will happen the third Monday of each
month from 7-8 pm on October 20, November 17,
December 15, 2025. Email BLCBibleRead@gmail.com
if you are interested or want more information.

Redeeming an important word
In October, many churches conduct stewardship
campaigns. Sadly, many church members associate the
word stewardship only with pledge cards, budget
discussions and a challenge to give more generously.
Actually, stewardship deals with managing everything
God has given to us — our brain, body, talent, time
and spiritual life. It’s our total response to God’s gifts.

Stewardship campaigns give us an opportunity to re-
appraise our lives as a whole. Are we gloritfying God
with our minds, bodies, talents, property, financial
resources, etc? Are we using our gifts to spread
Christ’s gospel? How are we showing our love to God
and the church?

Taking inventory of our stewardship is a meaningful
experience. Consider God’s indescribable goodness
toward you, as well as your response to his showers of
blessing. That will reveal the quality of your
stewardship.



Activities & Events

October 2025

If anyone is unable to fulfill an assignment below, please find your own substitute or notify the coordinator

USHERS by Gary & Brenda Sjervin

Oct. 5 Julie Swaggert / Dennis Hennessy
Oct. 12 Lee & Barb Forrester

Oct. 19 Sherry Whipple & Winnie Zahradka
Oct. 26 Barry & Donna Ansell

GREETERS by Gary & Brenda Sjervin

Oct. 5 Sherry Whipple & Winnie Zahradka
Oct. 12 Bob & Kat Carlson

Oct. 19 Darlene & Jim Christensen

Oct. 26 Dianne & Del Jones

Altar Care Dianne Jones
October, Elsa Carlson and Barb Forrester

November, Dianne Jones and Carol Pantsari
December, Kat Carlson and Dianne Jones

Sunday Hospitality
Oct. 5 Carol & Larry Pantsari
Oct. 12

Oct. 19 = VOLUMTEERS

Oct. 26 . " N EED

Oct. 4 Kathy & Maynard Berland
Oct. 9 Renee & Dean Hanson

Oct. 16 Joanne & Wayne Danielson
Oct. 25 Donna & Donald Myhre

What is stewardship?
Stewardship is not just raising funds.
It’s raising Christians.
Stewardship is not a matter of budgets.
It’s a matter of faith.

B T'thddy
BENanza!

Oct. 1 Kayman Lebens
Oct. 2 Shirley Eklund
Oct. 4 Lucinda Mickelson
Oct. 4 Susan Modrow
Oct. 6 Sheila Penoyer
Oct. 9 Cheryl Johnson
Oct. 9 Mary Kramer

Oct. 10 Garrett Westerlund
Oct. 11 Sandy Carlson
Oct. 12 Kenneth Wanous
Oct. 16 Andrew Modrow
Oct. 16 Dawn Wersal

Oct. 17 Jim Metteer

Oct. 17 Laurie Westerlund
Oct. 19 Jeft Johnson

Oct. 22 Joseph Simonson
Oct. 23 Cinthia Manning
Oct. 24 Myron Bipes

Oct. 24 Sam Hanson

Oct. 25 Joshua Thole

Oct. 27 Kelly Liljenquist
Oct. 29 Patricia Becker
Oct. 29 Brenda Sjerven
Oct. 30 Chayton Cottier-Vossen

Happy
Halloween!



October 2025
Bethesda Calendar of Events

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

9:00 Women's Bible
Study

2

8:00 R.o.m.e.0.s
9:15 Chair Yoga

5

9:00 Worship
Communion

6

9-11:00 Crafter

11:30 Pinochle
1-4:00 Flu Shot
Clinic

7:00p.mAA &
Alanon mg

7

9:00 Chair Yoga

4:00 Bells
5:30 Choir
6.30 Praise Team

8

9:00 Women's Bible
Study

9

8:00 Ro.m.e.o0.s
9:15 Chair Yoga

10

11

12

9:00 Worship
Communion

13

9:00 Women'’s
Devotions

11:30 Pinochle

7:00p.mAA4 &
Alanon mg

14

9:00 Chair Yoga
9:00 Quilters

4:00 Bells
5:30 Choir
630 Praise Team

15

9-4:00 WIC
9:00 Women's Bible
Study

16

10:00 R.o.m.e.0.s
9:15 Chair Yoga

17

18

19

9:00 Worship
Communion

20

8:00 Lefse
10:00 Council mtg
11:30 Pinochle

7:00p.mAA &
Alanon mg

Newsline
Deadline

20

8:00 Lefse
9:00 Chair Yoga

4:00 Bells
5:30 Choir
630 Praise Team

22

9:00 Women's Bible
Study

23

9:15 Chair Yoga
10:00 R.o.m.e.0.s

3:30 Bazaar
table set up

24

8:30
Walk/Quilt/
Bake Bazaar
Set up

29

Bazaar
9am-1pm

26

9:00 Worship
Communion

ok

11:30 Pinochle

7:00p.mA4 &
Alanon mg

28

9:00 Quilters

4:00 Bells
5:30 Choir
630 Praise Team

29

30

31




Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo NON PROFIT ORG

21590 State Highway 47 Paid

Isle, MN 56342 Permit No. 25
Aitkin, MN 56431

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Scteber,

The Lifeline Mission

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH
we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS
we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all

Bethesda Telephone Directory

Church blemalmo@gmail.com (320) 684-2123
Fax (320)-684-2836
Toll Free (877) 684-2123
Church Web site blcmalmo.org

Facebook page Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo

Pastor Christina Kadelbach (218) 213-6731
Council President Dean Malotky (612) 581-4072
Vice President Donna Ansell (320) 537-1893
Parish Nurse Darlene Christensen (320) 279-0097
Parish Nurse Kathy Berland (218) 838-6181

To share articles and/or information, mail to:
Sue Stebbins, Lifeline Editor
c/o Bethesda Lutheran Church
Email address: bllnews@juno.com

All articles due on or before the 20% of the month
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BETHEDAS

104y BAZAAR
~ B SaturToaY, Octoser 25, 2025
\ W 9am-1pm

* Cookie Walk
* Bake Sale
= * Lefsa Sales * Crafts
1 4 Quilts - Raffle
P AN * Lunch Counter

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo will be hosting their annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday,

October 25th from 9am to 1 pm. The Bazaar is hosted by the “Women of ELCA” (WELCA), and is a
major fundraiser for local ministries in the Aitkin area. Some of these include the Aitkin, Isle and Gar-
rison Food Shelf, Elementary school meals for Aitkin and Isle, Aitkin County CARE, Hope Lodge, Teen
Challenge, Pearl Crisis Center and many more. Our motto is “You BUY - We GIVE”

Raffle Tickets — Tickets are ready to sell with this newsletter. As with all years, we have some amazing
items for our raffle this year. A beautiful quilt, pottery, a driftwood cross; 25 days of Christmas, framed
artwork, a pack of hand-painted cards and more. On the backside of this page is a sheet of raffle tickets
(Qty 10-make as many copies as you want). Also available is a fillable pdf file, which you can request
from Mary at the church office. A great way to send to friends or for youself to fill out. You can include
the tickets and money in the envelope provided for the Bazaar donations or drop them off at the church.
Please write the checks to “Bethesda WELCA”. Items will be on display at the church or check our web
site or Facebook page to view the items. Drawing will be on Saturday at 1 pm. Contact the church office
if you want raffle tickets mailed or emailed to you. Contact information: Phone:320 684-2123 or email:
blcmalmo@gmail.com

“Cookie Walk” — We are asking for donations of 6 dozen holiday cookies for the cookie walk.

“Lefse” — What would our bazaar be without its lefse! Lefse making days are 8 am Monday, Oct. 20 and
Tuesday, Oct. 21. Please sign up to work. Recipe and pototoe granules will be available in October.

“Bake Sale Items” — With cooler weather, it’s time to start baking for the Bake Sale portion of our Ba-
zaar. We welcome candies, breads, pies, and all the sweetness you can dream of! There will be ‘Caramel
Wrapping’ on Tuesday, Oct. 21 after lefse.

“Crafts” — If you have some crafts you want to donate to the Bazaar, we welcome them! Items can be
dropped off anytime to be priced.

“Bazaar Set-up” — Tables will be set up on Thursday, Oct. 23 at 3:30 p.m. Craft/Cookie Walk/Quilt/
Bake Sale items will be set up on Friday morning at 8:30 a.m.
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* 25 Days of Christmas
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$1.00 Donation per ticket
Need not be present to win

$1.00 Donation per ticket
Need not be present to win
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Make checks out to Bethesda Lutheran-WELCA, fill out tickets and return to:
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Attn WELCA, 21590 State Hwy 47, Isle, MN 56342

Raftle Drawing will be on Saturday, October 25, 2025 at 1:00 pm

Make as many copies as you want of these tickets
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