
 

 

 

~ The gathering responds together with texts in bold print ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda Lutheran Church 
21590 Hwy 47, Isle, Minnesota 56342 

April 12th, 2026                                                9:00 am 
 

 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

We are a community that is passionate about sharing the love of Jesus Christ,  

and we provide as many opportunities as we can to help everyone grow spiritually  
and in loving service to the community and the world.  

 

We’re glad you’re here. We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) and celebrate the work we’re able to do together.  
(to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org). 

 

Those joining worship online, whether live or later in the week, are invited to prepare their 
worship space by creating a home altar. You might include meaningful linens, candles, a cross, 

enough bread or crackers and wine or juice for everyone at your table, and anything that helps 
you engage more fully in worship. This altar becomes a gathering place for prayers, songs, 

communion, and a shared sense of God’s presence in your home. 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 

~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. ~ 

 
 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                       Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
 

Lord, I lift Your name on high; Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I'm so glad you're in my life. I'm so glad you came to save us. 
 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift Your name on high.   

Text: Rick Founds, b1954 Music Rick Founds Text and music @1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., Admin. Music Services CCLI# 117947 ELW857 

http://www.elca.org/
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WELCOME  
Welcome to worship on this second Sunday of Easter. In today’s gospel the risen Christ 

appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and 
questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and 

meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two 
readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the 

early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope 
we receive in baptism. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  

We thank you for the waters that surround us (local waters are named). 
and all water sources that nourish us.  

Blessed are you. You are the spring of living water. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. You are the spring of living water. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. You are the spring of living water. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,  

and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.  

Alleluia, Amen. 
 

The service continues with the gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism,  
the gathering is sprinkled with water during the singing. 

 
GATHERING SONG                  Just Take All of Me (Just As I Am) 
 

Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about with all my conflicts all my doubts, 

Fighting and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Jesus take all of me, I run to you, I run to you, 
I lay everything at your feet, let my life be yours. 
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Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because thy promises I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Jesus take all of me, I run to you, I run to you, 

I lay everything at your feet, let my life be yours. 
 

Just as I am; thy love unknown has broken every barrier down; 
Now to be thine, yes, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Jesus take all of me, I run to you, I run to you, 
I lay everything at your feet, let my life be yours. 
 

Jesus take all of me, I run to you, I run to you, 

I lay everything at your feet, let my life be yours. 
Let my life be yours. Let my life be yours.  

Original hymn, Charlotte Elliot, 1835 Chorus, Brenton Brown This arr and new lyrics© 2012 Thankyou Music/PRS CCLI# 6366049 
 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Beloved of God, the immeasurable grace upon grace of our Christ Jesus,  

the rich mercy and unconditional love of God, 

and the unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.     
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, strength of believers and refuge of doubters, come to us 

as you came to Thomas, that we who have not seen may receive the gift of faith 
and know the fullness of your grace; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Alleluia, Amen. 
 

PRAISE CHOIR ANTHEM             I Will Rise 
Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Louie Giglio, and Matt Maher | ℗ 2008 sixstepsrecords/Sparrow Records 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 

~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. ~ 
 

FIRST READING                  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the 

gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to 
God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting 

Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is 
now enthroned. 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow 

Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 

with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 

law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it 
was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me,  
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades  
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  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life;  

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he 

knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants 

on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                   Psalm16 
The Psalm for the day is read responsively by whole verse. The assembly’s response is in bold print.  
 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 

 I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
 upon those who are noble among the people. 
3 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. 
4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
 never take their names upon my lips.  
5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night. 
8 I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. 
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit. 
11 You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
    and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

SECOND READING                 1 Peter 1:3-9 

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering 

because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we 
have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 

while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being 

more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have 

not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 

outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL                John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts 
another visit from the Lord. 
 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 
This is the story of grace flowing down. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 

in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: 

This is the story of grace that covers us. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                        Reverend Christina Kadelbach 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                 Glorious Day (Living He Loved Me) 
One day, when heaven, was filled with his praises.  

One day, when sin was as black as could be. 

Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin he dwelt among men, my example is he. 
Word became flesh and the light shined among us his glory revealed. 
 

Chorus: Living, he loved me, dying, he saved me. 

Buried, he carried my sins far away; rising, he justified freely forever, 
One day, he’s coming, oh glorious day, oh glorious day. 
 

One day, they led him up Calvary’s mountain. 
One day, they nailed him to die on a tree,  

Suffering anguish, despised and rejected. 
Bearing our sins, my redeemer is he.  

Hands that healed nations, stretched out on a tree, And took the nails for me. 
 

Repeat chorus 
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One day, the grave could conceal him no longer. 
One day, the stone rolled away from the door. 

Then he arose, over death, he had conquered.  
Now he’s ascended, my Lord evermore. 

Death could not hold him, the grave could not keep him from rising again 
 

Repeat chorus                          
 

Bridge: One day, the trumpet will sound for his coming (for your coming) 

One day, the skies with his glories will shine (glories will shine) 
Wonderful day, my beloved one, bringing my Savior, Jesus, is mine. 
 

Repeat chorus 
By Casting Crowns | Producer Mark Miller| Composer/Lyricist  Mark Hal, Michael Bleeckerl | CCLI# 5638022  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We are called to be the Church.  
To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.   
We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus,  

the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others,  

to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  

our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion.  
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy for the whole world.  
 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

God of resurrection, hear our prayer. 
 

Response to the conclusion of the prayers of intercession: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

May the risen Christ, our Lord and Savior, fill you with unconditional love,  
mend you with mercy, and grant you perfect peace. And also with you. 
 

We are changed by Christ’s peace  

and now we have the holy opportunity to extend that peace to others.  
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 

~ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. ~ 
 

TEMPLE TALK  
Jesus called his first disciples from the water's edge. Let's Go Fishing carries on that spirit 

bringing people back to the lake who might never get there on their own. This nonprofit 
provides free fishing and boating excursions for seniors, veterans, and people with 

disabilities, offering a handicapped accessible pontoon, all equipment, and a dedicated 
volunteer crew at no charge. David Brown joins us today to tell us more and share how 

Bethesda Lutheran might be part of this work. 
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PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a prayer for the ministry of let’s go fishing. 

The gathering responds: Amen. 
 

OFFERING AND BLESSING BOX 
The offering is gathered and the table is set. 

 

This morning, our offering includes the Blessing Box, which supports the ministry of 

“Let’s Go Fishing”. Your gifts will help make this ministry possible.  
 

Giving is an act of worship, our response to God’s goodness and grace.  
Your gifts support the ministry of Bethesda Lutheran Church and extend God’s love into 

the world. During this time, the table is set. For the healing of this world, let 
us give our tithes and offerings.  
 

Ways to Give: 

• Give electronically through Vanco Services. 
• Use the giving app by scanning the QR code. 

• Recurring or one-time online options https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-
lutheran-church-of-malmo 

The gathering stands when the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Thank you for your faithful and generous support. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                          
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 

may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

God is with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God.  
It is good and beautiful to give God our praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for you are good, and your love endures forever.  

You create all things and make us in your image, claimed and beloved from the start. 
Merciful God, you are faithful from age to age. 
 

You came to us in Jesus Christ, your Son, who ate with strangers,  
welcomed the forgotten, and showed us what embodied love looks like. 

In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his cross,  
we praise his resurrection 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and gave thanks.  

Broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
“Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this and remember me.” 
 

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
And gave it for all the drink, saying: 

“This cup is poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this and remember me.” 
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Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table,  
and from death to life, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, and on these gifts of bread and wine,  
that we may be nourished by the risen Christ himself.  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Send us forth as people of resurrection, alive to your presence,  

awake to your call, and bold to carry Easter hope into the world. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us the wrong we have done 

As we forgive those who wrong us. 
  

And do not put us to the test, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

Are yours, now and forever, forever. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION             

Holy Communion is a gift of grace, where we receive the presence of Jesus in bread and 
wine and are reminded that we are deeply loved. All who hunger for mercy and hope are 

welcome at this feast. Jesus is the host, and the invitation is wide. Even across time and 

space, God is present in these gifts, and we, the community, are present to one another. 
 

Come to the table of new life. 

Receive the risen Lord. 

 

COMMUNION SONG                                              The Table 
Songwriters: Chris Tomlin / Ed Cash / Wayne Jolley 

The Table lyrics © Worship Together Music, S.d.g. Publishing, Capitol Cmg Paragon, Sixsteps Songs, Twelve Lions Music 

 
BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 

~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. ~ 
 

LIFE TOGETHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The full list of announcements is near the end of the bulletin. 

 
BLESSING  

The presiding minister gives God’s blessing. The Gathering responds: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG              That’s Why We Praise Him  
 

He came to live, live a perfect life, he came to be the living word, our light 

He came to die so we’d be reconciled,  
He came to rise to show his pow’r and might. 
 

Chorus: That’s why we praise him, that’s why we sing. 
That’s why we offer him our everything. 

That’s why we bow down and worship this king, 
‘cause he gave His everything. ‘cause he gave His everything. 
 

He came to live, live again in us. He came to be our conquering king and friend. 
He came to heal and show the lost ones his love. 

He came to go prepare a place for us. 
 

Repeat Chorus 
 

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah. Repeat 3x plus 1 
 

‘cause he gave his everything. Repeat 3x 
Songwriters: Tommy Walker 1999 That's Why We Praise Him lyrics © Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Songs | CCLI# 2668576 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments: Texts and hymns from sundaysandseasons.com copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS028183. New Revised Standard Version updated 
edition Bible Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. “The 
Doubt of Saint Thomas” by He Qi. Copyright © He Qi. All rights reserved. Used by permission of the artist. www.heqiart.com 
 A New Creed, United Church of Canada is a brief and well-loved affirmation of faith used widely in our worship (1968; rev. 1980, 
1995). Additional Liturgical texts adapted for Bethesda Lutheran by Reverend Christina Kadelbach. 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsundaysandseasons.com&c=E,1,vOJp7OlugvhgwIcANBo7SgZUeLqDSBmZU_B2JROH1nZxtP0nB28sTIWg18N9a1TW495i-j1PiyMEa_9SdE_1-gSVFCUpGU_e731mgi7mwj8w&typo=1
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THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA 
Monday, April 13th     

9:00 am Women’s devotions 
10:00 am Property Committee Meeting 

11:30 am Pinochle 
7:00 pm     AA/Alanon 

Tuesday, April 14th                  
9:00 am Chair Yoga 

9:00 am Quilters 
10:00 am Strategic Planning 

3:00 pm Choir Practice 
4:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 

Wednesday, April 15th   
9-4:00 pm  WIC 

9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 

11:00 pm Seasons of Life Series (lunch following) 
Thursday, April 16th   

8:00 am ROMEOS (Men’s fellowship & Study) 
9:15 am Chair Yoga    

Friday, April 17th  
11:00 am  Loretta Westerlund Funeral, visitation 1 hour prior.  

Saturday, April 18th   
8:30 am – 1:00 pm WELCA Heartland Spring Conference  

Sunday, April 19th | Third Sunday of Easter 
9:00 am  Worship with Holy Communion 

 
LIFE TOGETHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Life together announcements reflect the shared life of our congregation by highlighting upcoming 

events, service opportunities, and ways we continue to grow in faith together. We invite you to 
read through what’s ahead and participate as you are able. Your presence matters. 

 

PRAYER & CARE LIST Jim Christensen, Sherry Whipple, Bev Swenson 
As a community of faith, we are committed to holding one another in prayer & care. We invite 

you to pray for those listed here and offer support as you are able. To request prayers for 

yourself or someone else (with their permission). Please contact the church office. 
 

WELCOME Friends in Christ, we’re glad you’re here. Your presence is a gift to this 

community. If you would like us to be in touch or want to learn more about Bethesda, 
you’re welcome to share your name in the friendship/welcome notebook.  

CHILDREN WELCOME Children are a gift we celebrate and are welcome at Holy 
Communion. We trust that worship belongs to people of all ages. A quieter, unstaffed 

nursery is available through the double doors to the left when exiting the sanctuary. 
Children’s bulletins and activity bags are available in the narthex. 

WELCOME NOTEBOOK Please take a moment to sign the friendship notebook in the 
black folder at the end of your pew. Passing it along is a simple act of hospitality that 

helps us learn one another’s names and extend the warmth of Christ’s welcome to all. 

NAME TAGS Help your neighbors, and your pastor, remember your name! Name tags 
make it easier to connect and grow together in community. Sticker name tags are 

available near the guest book at the main entrance. 
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PASTORAL CARE Caring for one another is part of who we are. If you are hospitalized or 
going through a difficult time, please let Pastor Christina or one of our parish nurses 

know. We would be honored to support you. 
COFFEE HOSPITALITY Coffee and conversation are part of how we care for one 

another. If you’d like to help serve coffee or share a treat, your presence makes a 
difference. Sign-up information is available, and contributions for the freezer are always 

welcome. 
WORSHIP AT BETHESDA Join us for worship every Sunday at 9:00 am. Holy 

Communion is celebrated most Sundays. 
LECTORS Thank you to those who share their voices in the reading of Scripture. Newly 

updated readings for the upcoming weeks are available on the table in the narthex. 
COME SING WITH US If you enjoy singing, consider joining the choir as we begin again 

on Tuesday, April 14th at 3 pm. Whether you’ve sung for years or simply love music, 
there is a place for you. Choir is a joyful way to participate in worship, build community, 

and share in the gift of song together. We would be delighted to welcome your voice.  All 

Voices Welcome. 
BELL CHOIR  Bell Choir will begin practicing on Tuesday, April 14th at 4:00 pm. 

SEASONS OF LIFE SERIES Wednesday, April 15th, 2026 11:00 AM – Noon. Join Pastor 
Christina on April 15th for a practical and compassionate conversation about one of the 

most loving things you can do for your family, getting your wishes organized before they 
need to know them. We'll talk through selecting scripture, hymns, readings, and the 

personal touches that make a service truly yours. Open to everyone, with time for 
questions to follow. Virtual attendance is available. Contact the church office for the 

livestream link. And because no good gathering at Bethesda ends without food, we'll 
close with a traditional funeral lunch.  

NEEDED Our quilters are hard at work and they need your help! Clean, washed mattress 
pads and blankets are needed for batting. Simply leave donations outside the quilters' 

closet door. Thank you for supporting this beloved ministry! 
CHRISTIAN LADIES AROUND THE LAKE All women are welcome to gather for 

Christian Ladies Around the Lake on April 16th at 12:30 pm at Tulibee Tavern. Monique 

Leith will share her faith story, and the group will receive a special update on Ukraine. 
Cost is $20. Reserve your spot by contacting Lois at (320) 674-0136. 

WELCA HEARTLAND CONFERENCE SPRING GATHERING “Steeped in Kindness” 
Saturday, April 18th, 2026, 8:30 am – 1:00 pm Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo. All 

are warmly invited to a morning of fellowship, worship, and joy. Guest speaker: Jason 
Kempthorne from Salem West. Cost: $12 (includes lunch). Bring a friend and join us for 

a meaningful and uplifting time together. 
THANK YOU Our sanctuary bloomed with Easter beauty thanks to the generous gifts of 

plants given in loving memory and honor of those dear to us. Thank you to all who 
contributed. Your gifts reminded us that in Christ, love is stronger than death, and those 

we cherish are never far from our hearts. 
LETS GO FISHING a nonprofit organization bringing free fishing and boating excursions 

to seniors, veterans, and people with disabilities. Everything is provided at no cost: a 
handicapped accessible pontoon, life jackets, rods, reels, bait, and a volunteer captain 

and crew. 

WOMEN’S STUDY gathers on most Wednesdays at 9 am in Fellowship Hall. The group is 
currently reading and discussing “Hope” by MaryAnn McKibben Dana, a timely and 

thoughtful exploration of what it means to hold onto hope in uncertain times. All women 
welcome. No preparation or supplies needed. 
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ROMEO’s gathers most Thursdays at 8 am in Fellowship Hall for coffee, conversation, 
reading, and prayer. Currently reading and discussing Parker Palmer's "On the Brink of 

Everything." If that sounds like your kind of morning, contact Wally for more information. 
WOMEN’S DEVOTIONS Meets on Monday, April 13th, at 9 am in the fellowship hall. 

Together we read, reflect, and discuss faith and life using the Bible study from Gather 
magazine. No biblical knowledge or supplies needed. Come as you are. 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD LAST WEEK  
Sunday, April 5th, 2026 In Person: 121 Online:44 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Bethesda Lutheran Church blcmalmo.org  

Office: 320-684-2123 (1-877-684-2123)  
Fax: 320-684-2836  

E-mail address: blcmalmo@gmail.com 
A member congregation of the NE MN Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Ministers: All People of Bethesda Lutheran Church 

Pastoral Ministries: Reverend Christina Kadelbach  
blc.reverend@gmail.com 320-684-2123 

Church Secretary: Mary Braun  
Music & Sound Technician: Jim Christensen 

Parish Nurses: Darlene Christensen, RN, Kathy Berland RN ANP  
Prayer Chain Contacts: Char Berg 320-684-2102 or  

Darlene Christensen 320-279-0097 
Ushers: Barry & Donna Ansell   Greeters: Don & Donna Myhre 

Lector: Merrily Jones    Hospitality: Libby & David Brown, Larry Pantsari 
April Altar Care: Linda Southworth and Carol Pantsari 

Praise Choir: Darlene and Jim Christensen, Sherry Whipple, Sheila Penoyer 
Choir Director: Sheila Penoyer Hand Bell Choir Director: Donna Myhre  

Praise Choir: Darlene & Jim Christensen, Sheila Penoyer, Sherry Whipple 
 

Serving on Sunday, April 19th, Third Sunday of Easter 

Ushers: Darrel Kelly, Dick Stebbins  Greeters: Joanne & Dave Stueven 
Lector: Jeannine Bruesewitz   Hospitality: Mary Braun, Jenny Schuett 

April Altar Care: Linda Southworth and Carol Pantsari 

Praise Choir: Darlene and Jim Christensen, Sherry Whipple, Sheila Penoyer 
Choir Director: Sheila Penoyer  Hand Bell Choir Director: Donna Myhre  
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