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Bethesda 
Life-Line 

 
Bethesda Mission Statement: 

We will LIVE and SERVE through FAITH 

we will ACT with LOVE and KINDNESS 

we will GIVE hope and SUPPORT to all 

 

Oct 4.  Sunday Worship      9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Oct. 11 Sunday Worship     9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Oct. 18 Sunday Worship  9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Oct. 25 Sunday Worship  9:00 AM 

Communion 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

• Constitution Revision info sessions following 

church service (approximately 10:30 am) on 

October 4 & 18.  
 

• Crafting Days date, October 19.  
 

• Lefse Making days: 8am on Oct 26 & Oct 27 
 

• Bazaar Setup: Oct. 28 at 3:30pm & Oct 29 at 

8:30am  
 

• The Bazaar will be held on October 31  

with a vintage market theme. 
 

• Bazaar clean-up will begin right after Bazaar 

ends. Approximately 1:00pm on Oct. 31 
 

Nov. 1  All Saints Day  

 & Daylight Savings time ends. 

 

Annual Congregational meeting  

on Sunday, December 13th 
 

 
2026 

. 

 
 

The Bazaar is hosted by the “Women of 

ELCA” (WELCA), and is a major fundraiser 

for local ministries. Some of these include the 

Aitkin, Isle and Garrison Food Shelves, 

Elementary school meals for Aitkin and Isle, 

Aitkin County CARE, Hope Lodge, Teen 

Challenge, Pearl Crisis Center and many more. 

Our motto is “You BUY - We GIVE” 
 

VINTAGE MARKET — Now accepting 

Vintage donations. Drop off area will be 

designated at the church. If possible, let us 

know the selling price for the items.  

(Continued on page 3) 

 

FLU SHOT CLINIC at Bethesda! Aitkin 

County Health & Human Services will run a 

flu shot clinic on Monday, October 5th, 2026, 

from 1:00-4:00pm. Pre-registration is 

preferred. Scan the QR code from the poster in 

the Narthex or call Aitkin County at 218 927-

7200 to schedule an appointment. For more 

information, see the poster on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex. 
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Pastor Christina 

 
October has a way of asking us to pay attention to 
the world around us, to one another, and to the 
quiet movement of God in our lives. Gardens 
settle into stillness. Days grow shorter. The last of 
the monarchs set out on their long journey south. 
Trees blaze with color, leaves tumble across the 
ground, and pumpkin spice finds its way into 
everything. All around us creation reminds us 
that change can hold both beauty and grace.  
 
Maybe that’s one of autumn’s holy gifts: it slows 
us down enough to notice. A brilliant maple we’ve 
passed a hundred times suddenly catches our eye. 
The crisp morning air wakes us up. Joy appears in 
an ordinary day. Grace often meets us this way- 
quietly and unexpectedly, right where we are. In 
Christ, God loves us, claims us, and sends us to 
love and serve our neighbors.  Sometimes that 
calling begins with simply noticing: the neighbor 
who seems a little lonely, the friend who could use 
a phone call, a new face in the pew beside us. 
 
As we move through these autumn days, may we 
make room for gratitude and wonder. May we 
notice the beauty of God’s creation and the people 
God has placed in our lives. Through every 
changing season we return to this promise: God is 
with us, creating, renewing, and bringing new life 
in ways still unfolding among us.  
 
Rooted in Grace. Living with Wonder. 
Pastor Christina 
 
 

Bethesda Church Council Minutes 
9/21/26 

Council members- Bob Carlson, Pastor Christina 

Kadelbach, Larry Pantsari, David Brown, Winnie 

Zahradka, Dean Malotky, Vicki Vossen, Mary Braun 

Sylvia Tapelt 

 

The meeting was called to order by Bob Carlson, and 

the opening prayer was given by Pastor Christina. 

 

Secretary's Report- A motion was made to accept the 

minuets from August by Mary Braun and 2nd by 

Davids Brown and passed. 

 

Treasurer's Report-  Financial review and current 

month's activities for August was presented by Mary 

Braun. A motion was made by David Brown and 2nd 

by Dean Malotky to accept and was passed. 

 

Pastor's Report 

Pastor shared upcoming NEMN Synod events. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Les & DeeAnn Ross will be our payroll specialist. 

Welcome our newest church members Rocky & Cindy 

VanVickle. 

Sound System update- Reviewed the bids for upgrades 

to the sound system, each bid upgrades a part of the 

sound system. A motion was made by Bob Carlson and 

2nd by David Brown to move forward with the 3 of the 

4 bids for upgrades which will  greatly improve our 

present sound system. Motion passed. 

Informational meetings on the constitution revisions 

will follow after fellowship on Sunday Oct. 4th & Oct. 

18th. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  -     

Proposal from strategic planning committee to create a 

short-term subcommittee. A motion was made by 

David Brown and 2nd by Vicki Vossen and passed. 
 
Next meeting October 19th -10:00am 

 

Adjourn- Lord’s Prayer. A motion was made to adjourn 

by Vicki Vossen and 2nd by Dean Malotky passed. 

 

Submitted by Sylvia Tapelt 

 

  
Happy Halloween! 
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Ways to Give: 

• Place your offering in the plate during worship 

• Use Vanco Services (forms in the Narthex) 

• Scan the QR code to give through the app 

 
Recurring or one-time online options 

https://app.autobooks.co/pay/bethesda-lutheran-

church-of-malmo Thank you for your faithful and 

generous support. 

 

WELCA Mtg. Sept 16, 2026 

Jeannine  opened the mtg. with 15 members present. 

Jeannine led devotions.  The purpose & mission 

statements were read.   

The secy’s report for Aug, 2026 was accepted as 

printed in the Lifeline.  

Dianne gave the treasurer’s report with a bal.  on hand 

of $8,678.28.  Motion by Barb,  

second by Penny to accept the report.  Motion passed.     

Old business:  

- Discussion was held regarding the school kits 

for next school year. 

New business: 

- The corn feed proceeds were $2,810.50.  

Motion made by Barb & seconded by Char to 

give  $750 each  to the Food Shelves of Isle, 

Garrison & Aitkin.  Motion passed. 

- Kitchen cleaning will be done Tues, November 

10th at 8 am. 

- WELCA will order 50 spoons.  Naugahyde 

tablecloths will be ordered after an assessment 

is done of what we need after the bazaar.   

- Bazaar prices of $ for jelly, $5 for lefse & the 

turkey plate will remain at $8.  

- The Fall Heartland WELCA conference will be 

held Oct. 3rd in Pequot Lakes.   

- Char will buy gift cards from COSTCO & 

Country Fabrics for Bette Jacob for making our 

raffle quilt the last 4 years.   

The next meeting will be Nov 18th at 10 am.  

The meeting ended with the praying of the Lord’s 

Prayer.    

 
“Cookie Walk” — We are asking for 

donations of 6 dozen holiday cookies for the 

cookie walk. 

 

“Lefse” — What would our bazaar be without 

its lefse! Lefse making days are 8 am Monday, 

Oct. 26 and Tuesday, Oct. 27. Please sign up 

to work. Dough will be made ahead of time at 

church. 

 

“Bake Sale Items” — With cooler weather, 

it’s time to start baking for the Bake Sale 

portion of our Bazaar. We welcome candies, 

breads, pies, and all the sweetness you can 

dream of! There will be ‘Caramel Wrapping’ 

on Tuesday, Oct. 27 after lefse. 

 

“Crafts” — If you have some crafts you want 

to donate to the Bazaar, we welcome them! 

Items can be dropped off anytime to be priced.  

 

“Bazaar Set-up” & “Clean-Up” —  Tables 

will be set up on Thursday, Oct. 28 at 3:30 

p.m. Craft/Cookie Walk/Quilt/Bake Sale items 

will be set up on Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. 

Clean-up will be after the bazaar around 1 pm. 

Raffle Tickets — Tickets are ready to sell 

with this newsletter. As with all years, we have 



 
 

4 

some amazing items for our raffle this year. A 

beautiful quilt, pottery, wooden bowl, Old-

World Santa, hand-painted notecards, jeweled 

angel, fresh Christmas wreath and more. On 

the backside of this page is a sheet of raffle 

tickets (Qty 10-make as many copies as you 

want).  Also available is a fillable pdf file, 

which you can request from Mary at the 

church office. A great way to send to friends or 

for yourself to fill out. You can include the 

tickets and money in the envelope provided for 

the Bazaar donations or drop them off at the 

church. Please write the checks to “Bethesda 

WELCA”.  Items will be on display at the 

church or check our web site or Facebook page 

to view the items. Drawing will be on Saturday 

at 1 pm. Contact the church office if you want 

raffle tickets mailed or emailed to you. 

Contact information: Phone: 320 684-2123 or 

email: blcmalmo@gmail.com 
 

 

Outdoor Picnic and Music 
 

 
 

On September 9,2026 the Worship and Music 

Committee organized and outdoor picnic with live 

music. We had a great fire going with perfect weather 

to enjoy conversations and excellent pot luck food 

along with hot dogs. Lawrence Severt of Brainerd 

provided perfect guitar music and songs for our crowd. 

Thanks to Julie Swaggert and her crew for getting that 

event on the calendar!! 

Veggie Stand Ends Season 
There was a total of 9 Saturday mornings where a crew 

gathered at the Veggie Stand! Some arrange the 

beautiful baked goods so it looks just perfect, others 

clean the corn, or make the coffee. Eventually we are 

ready to visit and drink coffee! 

 

Except¦ The wonderful customers from our community 

start to arrive. They are also offered coffee and 

friendly conversation. Our neighbors have been more 

generous each season!! Each week the amount raised 

for local benevolence surprises us. We Praise the Lord 

for this opportunity to support neighbors in need. 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE GARDENERS 

AND BAKERS AND JELLY MAKERS!!! 
 

This season ended on a bittersweet note in that Don 

and Donna Myhre have decided to retire from this 

Saturday Morning labor of Love! They have served 

more years than anyone wanted to count!! Donna has 

made more apple pies than anyone could count.!! 

They will be missed but we hope they will join us for 

coffee often. 

 

This is an open invitation for anyone to join as a helper 

or just come for a visit. See you next season, 

The Veggie Stand Crew 

 
The Mission and Evangelism team of Pastor Christina, 

David Brown , Judie Birk ,Joanne Stueven and Sandy 

Pullen organized a Food and Donation drive for local 

food shelves and the WIC program.  

The food will be delivered to Isle, Garrison and Aitkin. 

Checks with donations will be sent to the 3 locations 

also. 

Some essential care products will be available to 

(WIC)Women Infants and Children when they come to 

their infant care appointments. 

Thanks to all who participated!!  

We are proud to support the ELCA with God’s Work 

Our Hands! 

tel:(320)%20684-2123
mailto:blcmalmo@gmail.com
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A great project completed by our Property 

Committee!!  

The fountain that no longer worked is gone and a 

beautiful new table takes its place !!  

Thanks to everyone who helped make this a reality! 

 

HEARTLAND CONFERENCE The NEMN Synod 

Women’s (WELCA) Fall Conference will be on 

October 3rd at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 30985 

Front Street, Pequot Lakes, MN. “Love Your 

Neighbor” is the theme based on Matthew 19:19c. The 

speaker is Vicky Kinney of My Neighbor to Love 

Coalition. Registration is $10 and begins at 8:30am. A 

light meal of breakfast casserole, fresh fruit, pastries, 

coffee and juice will follow 

 

HELP NEEDED We’re looking for a few more 

people to help run the iPad during Sunday worship and 

funerals. Training will be provided, so no experience is 

necessary. If you’re interested in helping, please 

contact Jim C. or the church office 

 

INFORMATION SESSIONS: BLC 

CONSTITUTION REVISIONS Members are invited 

to attend an information session regarding the 

proposed revisions to the BLC Constitution. Sessions 

will be held on Sunday, October 4, and Sunday, 

October 18, following coffee hour. Each session will 

cover the revision process, proposed changes, and next 

steps leading up to the vote at the annual 

congregational meeting on Sunday, December 13th 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS! 
Back-to-school sales are here, making it the perfect time to 

help children around the world stay in school! Our Bethesda 

WELCA group is collecting specific items to assemble 

LWR School Kits. These kits are sent to children living in 

refugee camps, disaster zones, and areas where poverty 

makes basic supplies unaffordable. We are also continuing 

the newborn care kits. Please donate new items only (no 

camo, flags, or religious symbols): 70-sheet notebooks, 16-

24 pack of crayons, 30-cm ruler & safety scissors, #2 

pencils & black/blue pens, pencil sharpener & 2.5" eraser. 

A full list is available at https://lwr.org/kits/school-

kits/instructions 

 
As we are preparing for the upcoming time change, 

November 1, we’re asking everyone to help restock 

our fellowship supplies by bringing a can of coffee. 

These small contributions make a big difference in 

keeping our Sunday gatherings warm, welcoming, and 

well-caffeinated. Thank you for supporting this simple 

act of hospitality. 

 

The Loan Closet 
Bethesda's Loan Closet has medical equipment such as 

walkers, crutches, commodes, toilet risers, 

wheelchairs, etc that is available to members who want 

to borrow them on a short term basis. 

If you have medical equipment that is in a good 

workable condition that you would like to donate or if 

you need to borrow a piece of equipment contact the 

Parish Nurses.   

 

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP Flowers help to bring 

beauty and life into our shared worship space. If you 

would like to provide fresh flowers in celebration, in 

memory, or in honor of someone or something, please 

let the office know in advance or simply let us know 

the day of worship so we can share your dedication. 
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Ushers  Mark & Mary Vukelich 

October  4 Mark & Mary Vukelich 

October 11 Lee & Barb Forrester 

October 18 Barry & Donna Ansell  

October 25 Darrell Kelly & Dick Stebbins 
 

GREETERS  Jenny Schuett 

October  4 Darrell Kelly & Winnie Zahradka 

October 11 Mary Braun & Jenny Schuett 

October 18 Dianne & Dell Jones 

October 25 Char Berg & Penny Sjoquist 
 

Altar Care Dianne Jones 

October —  Elsa Carlson & Carol Pantsari 

November  Winnie Zahradka & Barb Forrester 

December  Linda Southworth & Dianne Jones 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 

October  4 Kat Carlson, Dennis Hennessy,  

Julie Swaggert 

October 11 Judie Birk, Sheila Penoyer, 

Jenny Schuett 

October 18 Donna Ansell, Kat Carlson,  

Karen Carron,   

October 25 Judie Birk, Jeannine Bruesewitz, 

Darlene Christensen 
 

Sunday Hospitality 

October  4  

October 11  

October 18  

October 25  
 

 

 
October 4 Kathy & Maynard Berland 

October 10 Janet & David Tousignant 

October 16 Joanne & Wayne Danielson 

October 25 Donna & Don Myhre 

 

October 2 Shirley Eklund 

October 4 Lucinda Mickelson 

October 4 Susan Modrow 

October 6 Sheila Penoyer 

October 9 Cheryl Johnson 

October 10 Garrett Westerlund 

October 11 Sandy Carlson 

October 12 Kenneth Wanous 

October 16 Andrew Modrow 

October 16 Dawn Wersal 

October 17 Jim Metteer 

October 17 Laurie Westerlund 

October 19 Jeff Johnson 

October 22 Joseph Simonson 

October 23 Cinthia Manning 

October 24 Myron Bipes 

October 25 Joshua  Thole 

October 27 Kelly Liljenquist 

October 29 Patricia Becker 

October 29 Brenda Sjerven 

October 30 Chayton Cottier-Vossen 
 

 

Camp Onomia 
Temple Talk – October 4, 2026 

 

Activities & Events 
October 2026 

 

If anyone is unable to fulfill an assignment below, please find your own substitute or notify the coordinator 
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Bethesda Lutheran Church of Malmo will be hosting their annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, October 31st from 9 am 
to 1 pm. The Bazaar is hosted by the “Women of ELCA” (WELCA), and is a major fundraiser for local ministries. Some 
of these include the Aitkin, Isle and Garrison Food Shelves, Elementary school meals for Aitkin and Isle, Aitkin County 
CARE, Hope Lodge, Teen Challenge, Pearl Crisis Center and many more. Our motto is “You BUY - We GIVE”

VINTAGE MARKET — Now accepting Vintage donations. Drop off area will be designated at the church. If possible, let 
us know a selling price for the items. 

RAFFLE TICKETS — Tickets are ready to sell with this newsletter. As with all years, we have some amazing items for 
our raffle this year. A beautiful quilt, pottery, wooden bowl, Old-World Santa, hand-painted notecards, jeweled angel, 
fresh Christmas wreath and more. On the backside of this page is a sheet of raffle tickets (Qty 10-make as many cop-
ies as you want).  Also available is a fillable pdf file, which you can request from Mary at the church office. A great 
way to send to friends or for youself to fill out. You can include the tickets and money in the envelope provided for 
the Bazaar donations or drop them off at the church. Please write the checks to “Bethesda WELCA”.  Items will be on 
display at the church or check our web site or Facebook page to view the items. Drawing will be on Saturday at 1 pm. 
Contact the church office if you want raffle tickets mailed or emailed to you.  
Contact information: Phone: 320 684-2123 or email: blcmalmo@gmail.com

“COOKIE WALK” — We are asking for donations of 6 dozen holiday cookies for the cookie walk.

“LEFSE” — What would our bazaar be without its lefse! Lefse making days are 8 am Monday, Oct. 26 and Tuesday, 
Oct. 27. Please sign up to work. Dough will be made ahead of time at church.

“BAKE SALE ITEMS” — With cooler weather, it’s time to start baking for the Bake Sale portion of our Bazaar. We wel-
come candies, breads, pies, and all the sweetness you can dream of! There will be ‘Caramel Wrapping’ on Tuesday, 
Oct. 27 after lefse.

“CRAFTS” — If you have some crafts you want to donate to the Bazaar, we welcome them! Items can be dropped off 
anytime to be priced. 

“BAZAAR SET-UP” & “CLEAN-UP” —  Tables will be set up on Thursday, Oct. 28 at 3:30 p.m. Craft/Cookie Walk/Quilt/
Bake Sale items will be set up on Friday morning at 8:30 a.m. Clean-up will be after the bazaar around 1 pm.
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BETHESDA LUTHERAN BETHESDA LUTHERAN BETHESDA LUTHERAN BETHESDA LUTHERAN BETHESDA LUTHERAN
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ANNUAL BAZAAR ANNUAL BAZAAR ANNUAL BAZAAR ANNUAL BAZAAR ANNUAL BAZAAR
Saturday, October 31, 2026 Saturday, October 31, 2026 Saturday, October 31, 2026 Saturday, October 31, 2026 Saturday, October 31, 2026

9:00AM - 1:00PM 9:00AM - 1:00PM 9:00AM - 1:00PM 9:00AM - 1:00PM 9:00AM - 1:00PM

Raffle Prizes: Raffle Prizes: Raffle Prizes: Raffle Prizes: Raffle Prizes:

• Handmade Quilt • Handmade Quilt • Handmade Quilt • Handmade Quilt • Handmade Quilt

• Wooden Bowl • Wooden Bowl • Wooden Bowl • Wooden Bowl • Wooden Bowl

• Handcrafted Pottery • Handcrafted Pottery • Handcrafted Pottery • Handcrafted Pottery • Handcrafted Pottery

• Old World Santa • Old World Santa • Old World Santa • Old World Santa • Old World Santa

• Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel

• Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards

• And More Items • And More Items • And More Items • And More Items • And More Items

Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: 

Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone: Phone: 

$1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket

Need not be present to win Need not be present to win Need not be present to win Need not be present to win Need not be present to win
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• Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel • Jeweled Angel

• Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards • Hand Painted Note Cards

• And More Items • And More Items • And More Items • And More Items • And More Items

Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: 
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$1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket $1.00 Donation per ticket

Need not be present to win Need not be present to win Need not be present to win Need not be present to win Need not be present to win

Make checks out to Bethesda Lutheran-WELCA, fill out tickets and return to: 

Bethesda Lutheran Church, Attn WELCA, 21590 State Hwy 47, Isle, MN 56342  

Raffle Drawing will be on Saturday, October 31, 2026 at 1:00 pm

Make as many copies as you want of these tickets
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